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 Scholarly publishers face an existential question: Why, in article-
driven fi elds such as economics and the sciences, are books 
needed? The fall 2015 Princeton University Press catalog shouts 
the answer, in the form of a splendid array of books that will be 
indispensable to the public conversation on the economy and 
dozens of other important subjects.

Nobel laureates George Akerlof and Robert Shiller open the of-
ferings with Phishing for Phools: The Economics of Manipulation 
and Deception, in which they argue that the free market inevita-
bly hurts as well as helps us. Robert Gordon’s eagerly anticipated 
The Rise and Fall of American Growth warns that the high U.S. 
standard of living may not last, and Adair Turner traces the roots 
of the global fi nancial crisis in Between Debt and the Devil. And 
the economic discussion isn’t limited to economists. In his book 
On Inequality, philosopher Harry Frankfurt—the author of our 
#1 New York Times bestseller On Bullshit—shifts our attention 
from the rich to the plight of the poor. 

Moving on from economics and inequality, we present a striking 
range of other remarkable works, including celebrated food sci-
entist Louise Fresco’s Hamburgers in Paradise: The Stories behind 
the Food We Eat; distinguished historian Thomas Laqueur’s The 
Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal Remains; eminent 
architectural historian Neil Levine’s The Urbanism of Frank 
Lloyd Wright; and the inventively cross-disciplinary scholar Lynn 
Gamwell’s Mathematics and Art: A Cultural History.

As always, science plays a central role on the Princeton list, and 
we have especially strong entries this season in physics, includ-
ing The Quotable Feynman (edited by Richard P. Feynman’s 
daughter, Michelle) and J. Richard Gott’s The Cosmic Web: Myste-
rious Architecture of the Universe.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the dedica-
tion of our authors, staff , partners, advisers, editorial board, and 
trustees. A hearty thanks to them all.

Peter J. Dougherty, Director

A Letter from the Director

This catalog is also available from Edelweiss. 

This catalog is also available from Edelweiss. 
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George A. Akerlof and Robert J. Shiller’s Phishing 
for Phools (see opposite page). Cover design by
Jason Alejandro.
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Why the free-market system  
encourages so much trickery  

even as it creates so much good

“This fun but serious book tells how 
the standard story about free markets 
often gets it wrong. Indeed, Akerlof and 
Shiller suggest that we should drop the 
view of markets as generally benign 
institutions. The argument is laid out 
with the help of fascinating anecdotes, 
the language is conversational, and the 
book is easy to read. It is addressed to 
a broad audience, but economists will 
enjoy it too.” 
—Dani Rodrik, author of The Globaliza-
tion Paradox

Phishing for Phools
The Economics of Manipulation and Deception

George A. Akerlof &  
Robert J. Shiller

Ever since Adam Smith, the central teaching of economics 
has been that free markets provide us with material well-
being, as if by an invisible hand. In Phishing for Phools, Nobel 
Prize–winning economists George Akerlof and Robert Shiller 
deliver a fundamental challenge to this insight, arguing that 
markets harm as well as help us. As long as there is profit to 
be made, sellers will systematically exploit our psychological 
weaknesses and our ignorance through manipulation and 
deception. Rather than being essentially benign and always 
creating the greater good, markets are inherently filled with 
tricks and traps and will “phish” us as “phools.”

Phishing for Phools therefore strikes a radically new direc-
tion in economics, based on the intuitive idea that markets 
both give and take away. Akerlof and Shiller bring this idea to 
life through dozens of stories that show how phishing affects 
everyone, in almost every walk of life. We spend our money up 
to the limit, and then worry about how to pay the next month’s 
bills. The financial system soars, then crashes. We are attracted, 
more than we know, by advertising. Our political system is 
distorted by money. We pay too much for gym memberships, 
cars, houses, and credit cards. Drug companies ingeniously 
market pharmaceuticals that do us little good, and sometimes 
are downright dangerous.

Phishing for Phools explores the central role of manipula-
tion and deception in fascinating detail in each of these areas 
and many more. It thereby explains a paradox: why, at a time 
when we are better off than ever before in history, all too many 
of us are leading lives of quiet desperation. At the same time, 
the book tells stories of individuals who have stood against 
economic trickery—and how it can be reduced through greater 
knowledge, reform, and regulation. 

George A. Akerlof is University Professor at Georgetown Uni-
versity and the winner of the 2001 Nobel Prize. Robert J. Shiller 
is Sterling Professor of Economics at Yale University, the winner 
of the 2013 Nobel Prize, and the author of the New York Times 
bestseller Irrational Exuberance (Princeton). Akerlof and Shiller 
are also the authors of Animal Spirits: How Human Psychology 
Drives the Economy, and Why It Matters for Global Capitalism 
(Princeton).

OCTOBER

Cloth  $24.95T 
978-0-691-16831-9
208 pages. 6 x 9.

POPULAR ECONOMICS z FINANCE
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HOW AMERICA’S HIGH STANDARD 
OF LIVING CAME TO BE AND why 

future growth is under threat

The Rise and Fall of 
American Growth

The U.S. Standard of Living since the Civil War

Robert J. Gordon

In the century after the Civil War, an economic revolution 
improved the American standard of living in ways previously 
unimaginable. Electric lighting, indoor plumbing, home appli-
ances, motor vehicles, air travel, air conditioning, and televi-
sion transformed households and workplaces. With medical 
advances, life expectancy between 1870 and 1970 grew from 
forty-five to seventy-two years. Weaving together a vivid narra-
tive, historical anecdotes, and economic analysis, The Rise and 
Fall of American Growth provides an in-depth account of this 
momentous era. But has that era of unprecedented growth 
come to an end?

Gordon challenges the view that economic growth can 
or will continue unabated, and he demonstrates that the life-
altering scale of innovations between 1870 and 1970 can’t be 
repeated. He contends that the nation’s productivity growth, 
which has already slowed to a crawl, will be further held 
back by the vexing headwinds of rising inequality, stagnating 
education, an aging population, and the rising debt of college 
students and the federal government. Gordon warns that the 
younger generation may be the first in American history that 
fails to exceed their parents’ standard of living, and that rather 
than depend on the great advances of the past, we must find 
new solutions to overcome the challenges facing us.

A critical voice in the debates over economic stagnation, 
The Rise and Fall of American Growth is at once a tribute to 
a century of radical change and a harbinger of tougher times 
to come.

Robert J. Gordon is the Stanley G. Harris Professor in the 
Social Sciences at Northwestern University. His books include 
Productivity Growth, Inflation, and Unemployment and Macro-
economics. Gordon was included in the 2013 Bloomberg list of 
the nation’s most influential thinkers.  

The Princeton Economic History of the Western World
Joel Mokyr, Series Editor

JANUARY

Cloth  $39.95T 
978-0-691-14772-7

776 pages. 60 line illus. 64 tables. 6 x 9.

POPULAR ECONOMICS z HISTORY

“The story of our standard of living is 
a vital part of American history and 
is well told in this fascinating book. 
Gordon provides colorful details and 
striking statistics about how the way we 
live has changed, and he asks whether 
we will live happily ever after. His 
answer will surprise you and challenge 
conventional assumptions about the 
future of economic growth. This book 
is a landmark—there is nothing else 
like it.”
—Robert Solow, Nobel Laureate 
in Economics
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On Inequality

Harry G. Frankfurt

Economic inequality is one of the most divisive issues of our 
time. Yet few would argue that inequality is a greater evil than 
poverty. The poor suffer because they don’t have enough, not 
because others have more, and some have far too much. So 
why do many people appear to be more distressed by the rich 
than by the poor?

In this provocative book, the #1 New York Times bestsell-
ing author of On Bullshit presents a compelling and unset-
tling response to those who believe that the goal of social 
justice should be economic equality or less inequality. Harry 
Frankfurt, one of the most influential moral philosophers in 
the world, argues that we are morally obligated to eliminate 
poverty—not achieve equality or reduce inequality. Our focus 
should be on making sure everyone has a sufficient amount to 
live a decent life. To focus instead on inequality is distracting 
and alienating. 

At the same time, Frankfurt argues that the conjunction 
of vast wealth and poverty is offensive. If we dedicate our-
selves to making sure everyone has enough, we may reduce 
inequality as a side effect. But it’s essential to see that the 
ultimate goal of justice is to end poverty, not inequality.

A serious challenge to cherished beliefs on both the politi-
cal left and right, On Inequality promises to have a profound 
impact on one of the great debates of our time.

Harry G. Frankfurt is professor emeritus of philosophy at 
Princeton University. His books include the #1 New York Times 
bestseller On Bullshit and The Reasons of Love (both Princeton).

OCTOBER

Cloth  $14.95T 
978-0-691-16714-5
128 pages. 4 1⁄2 x 7.

PHILOSOPHY z CURRENT AFFAIRS

“Economic equality is one of today’s 
most overrated ideas, and Harry G. 
Frankfurt’s highly compelling book 
explains exactly why.”
—Tyler Cowen, author of Average Is Over

“Social justice issues are at the forefront 
again today, and it’s important that we 
get the goals right. Frankfurt is not alone 
in arguing that equality is beside the 
point. But his important book, infused 
with characteristic insightfulness, is writ-
ten in such a way that those who need to 
hear the message might actually listen.”
—Jason Brennan, Georgetown University

FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES  
BESTSELLER ON BULLSHIT, THE CASE FOR WORRYING 
LESS ABOUT THE RICH AND MORE ABOUT THE POOR
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“There is increasing interest in the 
intersection of mathematics and art, 
and this wonderful book shows that 
mathematicians and artists have been 
inspiring each other for a long time.  
All who are interested in these two 
fields—as well as many who believe 
they are interested in one but not the 
other—will be enthralled.”
—Robert Bosch, Oberlin College

A CULTURAL HISTORY OF THE LINKS  
BETWEEN MATHEMATICS AND ART,  

FROM ANTIQUITY TO TODAY

NOVEMBER

Cloth  $49.50T 
978-0-691-16528-8

552 pages. 444 color illus.  
102 line illus. 9 x 12.

POPULAR MATHEMATICS z ART

Mathematics  
and Art
A Cultural History

Lynn Gamwell

This is a cultural history of mathematics and 
art, from antiquity to the present. Mathemati-
cians and artists have long been on a quest to 
understand the physical world they see before 
them and the abstract objects they know by 
thought alone. Taking readers on a tour of the 
practice of mathematics and the philosophical 
ideas that drive the discipline, Lynn Gamwell 
points out the important ways mathemati-
cal concepts have been expressed by artists. 
Sumptuous illustrations of artworks and co-
gent math diagrams are featured in Gamwell’s 
comprehensive exploration.

Gamwell begins by describing mathemat-
ics from antiquity to the Enlightenment, includ-
ing Greek, Islamic, and Asian mathematics. 
Then focusing on modern culture, Gamwell 
traces mathematicians’ search for the founda-
tions of their science, such as David Hilbert’s 
conception of mathematics as an arrangement 
of meaning-free signs, as well as artists’ search 
for the essence of their craft, such as Aleksandr 

Rodchenko’s monochrome paintings. She shows that self-re-
flection is inherent to the practice of both modern mathematics 
and art, and that this introspection points to a deep resonance 
between the two fields: Kurt Gödel posed questions about the 
nature of mathematics in the language of mathematics and 
Jasper Johns asked “What is art?” in the vocabulary of art. 
Throughout, Gamwell describes the personalities and cultural 
environments of a multitude of mathematicians and artists, 
from Gottlob Frege and Benoît Mandelbrot to Max Bill and Xu 
Bing. 

Mathematics and Art demonstrates how mathematical 
ideas are embodied in the visual arts and will enlighten all who 
are interested in the complex intellectual pursuits, personali-
ties, and cultural settings that connect these vast disciplines.

Lynn Gamwell is lecturer in the history of art, science, and 
mathematics at the School of Visual Arts in New York. She 
is the author of Exploring the Invisible: Art, Science, and the 
Spiritual (Princeton).
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A stunning anniversary edition of Alice’s 
adventures, illustrated by Salvador Dalí

Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland

150th Anniversary Edition Illustrated by Salvador Dalí

Lewis Carroll

Commemorating the 150th anniversary of one of the most 
beloved classics of children’s literature, this illustrated edition 
presents Alice like you’ve never seen her before.

In 1865, Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, an Oxford mathema-
tician and Anglican deacon, published a story about a little 
girl who tumbles down a rabbit hole. Thus was the world first 
introduced to Alice and her pseudonymous creator, Lewis 
Carroll. This beautiful new edition of Alice’s Adventures in Won-
derland features rarely seen illustrations by Salvador Dalí that 
illuminate the surreal yet curiously logical and mathematical 
realm into which Alice famously falls.

In an informative and wide-ranging introduction, Carroll 
expert Mark Burstein discusses Dalí’s connections with Carroll, 
his treatment of the symbolic figure of Alice, and the math-
ematical nature of Wonderland. In addition, mathematician 
Thomas Banchoff reflects on the friendship he shared with Dalí 
and explores the mathematical undercurrents in Dalí’s work.

Lewis Carroll was the pen name of Charles Lutwidge Dodgson 
(1832–98), a British writer, mathematician, logician, Anglican 
deacon, and photographer. His best-known works are Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland and its sequel, Through the Looking-
Glass. Mark Burstein is president emeritus of the Lewis Carroll 
Society of North America and the editor of or contributor to 
fourteen books about Carroll. Thomas Banchoff is professor 
emeritus of mathematics at Brown University.

OCTOBER

Cloth  $24.95T 
978-0-691-17002-2

120 pages. 19 color illus. 5 halftones. 7 x 10.

LITERATURE

Published in association with the 
National Museum of Mathematics
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“This is an excellent book written by 
a major contributor to the research 
on cosmic structure. Gott shows how 
theory, simulations, and galaxy redshift 
surveys combine to give us a detailed 
understanding of the ‘cosmic web,’ 
and convincingly describes how our 
knowledge has advanced as computa-
tion and observational capabilities have 
improved.”
—Chris Impey, coauthor of Dreams 
of Other Worlds: The Amazing Story of 
Unmanned Space Exploration

A gripping first-person account of  
how scientists came to understand our  

universe’s mysterious structure

MARCH

Cloth  $29.95T 
978-0-691-15726-9

312 pages. 16 color illus. 4 halftones.  
40 line illus. 6 x 9.

POPULAR SCIENCE z ASTROPHYSICS

The Cosmic Web
Mysterious Architecture of the Universe

J. Richard Gott

J. Richard Gott was among the first cosmologists to propose 
that the structure of our universe is like a sponge made up of 
clusters of galaxies intricately connected by filaments of gal-
axies—a magnificent structure now called the “cosmic web” 
and mapped extensively by teams of astronomers. Here is his 
gripping insider’s account of how a generation of undaunted 
theorists and observers solved the mystery of the architecture 
of our cosmos.

The Cosmic Web begins with modern pioneers of extra-
galactic astronomy, such as Edwin Hubble and Fritz Zwicky. It 
goes on to describe how, during the Cold War, the American 
school of cosmology favored a model of the universe where 
galaxies resided in isolated clusters, whereas the Soviet school 
favored a honeycomb pattern of galaxies punctuated by giant, 
isolated voids. Gott tells the stories of how his own path to a 
solution began with a high-school science project when he was 
eighteen, and how he and astronomer Mario Jurič measured 
the Sloan Great Wall of Galaxies, a filament of galaxies that, at 
1.37 billion light-years in length, is one of the largest structures 
in the universe.

Drawing on Gott’s own experiences working at the fron-
tiers of science with many of today’s leading cosmologists, 
The Cosmic Web shows how ambitious telescope surveys such 
as the Sloan Digital Sky Survey are transforming our under-
standing of the cosmos, and how the cosmic web holds vital 
clues to the origins of the universe and the next trillion years 
that lie ahead.

J. Richard Gott is professor of astrophysics at Princeton 
University. His books include Time Travel in Einstein’s Universe: 
The Physical Possibilities of Travel through Time. He lives in 
Princeton Junction, New Jersey.
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“This unique book provides inspiring 
insights into the ideas and personality  
of Richard Feynman. These thoughtfully 
chosen quotations capture the genuine 
Feynman, giving a broader view of his 
character, ideas, and charm than most 
other biographical material that has 
been published. The book will be inter-
esting to a wide audience and I expect to 
reread it with pleasure in the future.”
—Danny Hillis, cofounder of Applied 
Minds and author of The Pattern on 
the Stone: The Simple Ideas That Make 
Computers Work

A treasure trove of illuminating and 
entertaining quotations from beloved 

physicist Richard P. Feynman

The Quotable Feynman

Edited by Michelle Feynman

“Some people say, ‘How can you live without knowing?’  
I do not know what they mean. I always live without knowing. 

That is easy. How you get to know is what I want to know.” 
—Richard P. Feynman

Nobel Prize–winning physicist Richard P. Feynman (1918–88) 
was that rarest of creatures—a towering scientific genius who 
could make himself understood by anyone and who became 
as famous for the wit and wisdom of his popular lectures and 
writings as for his fundamental contributions to science. The 
Quotable Feynman is a treasure trove of this revered and be-
loved scientist’s most profound, provocative, humorous, and 
memorable quotations on a wide range of subjects.

Carefully selected by Richard Feynman’s daughter, 
Michelle Feynman, from his spoken and written legacy, 
including interviews, lectures, letters, articles, and books, 
the quotations are arranged under two dozen topics—from 
art, childhood, discovery, family, imagination, and humor 
to mathematics, politics, science, religion, and uncertainty. 
These brief passages—about 500 in all—vividly demonstrate 
Feynman’s astonishing yet playful intelligence, and his almost 
constitutional inability to be anything other than unconven-
tional, engaging, and inspiring. Together, the quotations 
create a unique, illuminating, and enjoyable portrait of Feyn-
man’s life and thought that will be treasured by his fans at the 
same time that they provide an ideal introduction to Feynman 
for readers new to this intriguing and important thinker.

The book features some previously unpublished quota-
tions, a personal preface by Michelle Feynman, a chronology 
of Richard Feynman’s life, some twenty photos of Feynman, a 
section of memorable quotations about Feynman from other 
notable figures, and an index.

u  �Approximately 500 quotations, some of them 
previously unpublished, arranged by topic

u  A chronology of Feynman’s life
u  �A personal preface by Feynman’s daughter,  

Michelle Feynman
u  Some twenty photos of Feynman
u  �A section of quotations about Feynman from other 

notable figures

Michelle Feynman, the daughter of Richard P. Feynman, is 
the editor of Perfectly Reasonable Deviations from the Beaten 
Track: The Letters of Richard P. Feynman (Basic) and The Art of 
Richard P. Feynman: Images by a Curious Character. She lives 
in Altadena, California.

OCTOBER

Cloth  $24.95T
978-0-691-15303-2 

488 pages. 20 halftones. 5 x 7.

POPULAR SCIENCE
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The complete guide to everything 
you ever wanted to know about Einstein

“The authors are well-known Einstein 
scholars with an intimate knowledge 
of the great physicist’s life and work. 
They have put together a most welcome 
encyclopedic reference work for both 
laypersons and experts.”
—Tilman Sauer, University of Bern

An Einstein Encyclopedia

Alice Calaprice,  
Daniel Kennefick &  
Robert Schulmann

This is the single most complete guide to Albert Einstein’s 
life and work for students, researchers, and browsers alike. 
Written by three leading Einstein scholars who draw on their 
combined wealth of expertise gained during their work on 
the Collected Papers of Albert Einstein, this authoritative and 
accessible reference features more than 100 entries and is 
divided into three parts covering the personal, scientific, and 
public spheres of Einstein’s life.

An Einstein Encyclopedia contains entries on Einstein’s 
birth and death, family and romantic relationships, honors and 
awards, educational institutions where he studied and worked, 
citizenships and immigration to America, hobbies and travels, 
plus the people he befriended and the history of his archives 
and the Einstein Papers Project. Entries on Einstein’s scientific 
theories provide useful background and context, along with 
details about his assistants, collaborators, and rivals, as well 
as physics concepts related to his work. Coverage of Einstein’s 
role in public life includes entries on his Jewish identity, 
humanitarian and civil rights involvements, political and edu-
cational philosophies, religion, and more.

Commemorating the hundredth anniversary of general 
relativity, An Einstein Encyclopedia also includes a chronology 
of Einstein’s life and appendixes that provide information for 
further reading and research, including an annotated list of a 
selection of Einstein’s publications and a review of selected 
books about Einstein.

u  �More than 100 entries cover the rich details of 
Einstein’s personal, professional, and public life

u  �Authoritative entries explain Einstein’s family 
relationships, scientific achievements, political 
activities, religious views, and more

u  �More than 40 illustrations include photos of Einstein 
and his circle plus archival materials

u  �A chronology of Einstein’s life, appendixes, and 
suggestions for further reading provide essential 
details for further research

Alice Calaprice is a renowned authority on Albert Einstein and the 
author of several popular books on Einstein, including The Ulti-
mate Quotable Einstein (Princeton). Daniel Kennefick is associate 
professor of physics at the University of Arkansas and an editor 
of the Collected Papers of Albert Einstein. Robert Schulmann was 
a longtime director of the Einstein Papers Project and editor of 
the Collected Papers of Albert Einstein.

NOVEMBER

Cloth  $39.95T 
978-0-691-14174-9

320 pages. 41 halftones. 2 line illus. 
2 maps. 7 x 10.

POPULAR SCIENCE z REFERENCE
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A landmark book on the architect’s  
designs for remaking the modern city

“Neil Levine makes a brilliant and origi-
nal case for urbanism as a lifelong and 
integral part of Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
genius. Scholarship at its highest level, 
this book will significantly revise our 
view of Wright and perhaps twentieth-
century urbanism as well.”
—Robert Fishman, University of 
Michigan

The Urbanism of 
Frank Lloyd Wright

Neil Levine

This is the first book devoted to Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s designs for remaking the modern 
city. Stunningly comprehensive, The Urbanism 
of Frank Lloyd Wright presents a radically new 
interpretation of the architect’s work and offers 
new and important perspectives on the history of 
modernism. Neil Levine places Wright’s projects, 
produced over more than fifty years, within their 
historical, cultural, and physical contexts, while 
relating them to the theory and practice of urban-
ism as it evolved over the twentieth century. 

Levine overturns the conventional view 
of Wright as an architect who deplored the 
city and whose urban vision was limited to a 
utopian plan for a network of agrarian commu-
nities he called Broadacre City. Rather, Levine 
reveals Wright’s larger, more varied, interesting, 
and complex urbanism, demonstrated across 
the span of his lengthy career. Beginning with 
Wright’s plans from the late 1890s through 
the early 1910s for reforming residential urban 
neighborhoods, mainly in Chicago, and continu-
ing through projects from the 1920s through the 1950s for 
commercial, mixed-use, civic, and cultural centers for Chicago, 
Madison, Washington, Pittsburgh, and Baghdad, Levine 
demonstrates Wright’s place among the leading contributors 
to the creation of the modern city. Wright’s often spectacular 
designs are shown to be those of an innovative precursor 
and creative participant in the world of ideas that shaped the 
modern metropolis.

Lavishly illustrated with drawings, plans, maps, and photo-
graphs, this book features the first extensive new photography 
of materials from the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation Archives. 
The Urbanism of Frank Lloyd Wright will serve as one of the 
most important books on the architect for years to come.

Neil Levine is the Emmet Blakeney Gleason Research Professor 
of History of Art and Architecture at Harvard University. His 
books include The Architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright (Princeton) 
and Modern Architecture: Representation and Reality.
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“Henrich is one of a small group of 
anthropologists who has revolutionized 
our thinking about evolution. His new 
book is a highly readable introduction 
to how our genes and cultural variants 
evolved together. This nuanced work 
offers the most comprehensive answer 
I know of to the question of how we 
became human. It tells the story of how 
culture, cultural learning, and cultural 
evolution made us so smart.”
—Jonathan Haidt, author of The 
Righteous Mind

HOW OUR COLLECTIVE INTELLIGENCE HAS  
HELPED US TO EVOLVE AND PROSPER

NOVEMBER

Cloth  $29.95T
978-0-691-16685-8 
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The Secret of Our Success
How Culture Is Driving Human Evolution, 

Domesticating Our Species, and Making Us Smarter

Joseph Henrich

Humans are a puzzling species. On the one hand, we struggle 
to survive on our own in the wild, often unable to solve basic 
problems, like obtaining food, building shelters, or avoiding 
predators. On the other hand, human groups have produced 
innovative technologies, sophisticated languages, and complex 
institutions that have permitted us to successfully expand into 
environments across the globe. What has enabled us to domi-
nate such a vast range of environments, more than any other 
species? As this book shows, the secret of our success lies not 
in our innate intelligence, but in our collective brains—in the 
ability of human groups to socially interconnect and learn from 
one another.

Drawing insights from lost European explorers, clever 
chimpanzees, hunter-gatherers, neuroscientists, ancient 
bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich demonstrates 
how our collective brains have propelled our species’ genetic 
evolution and shaped our biology. Our early capacities for 
learning from others produced many innovations, such as fire, 
cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and projectile 
weapons, which in turn drove the expansion of our brains and 
altered our physiology, anatomy, and psychology in crucial 
ways. Further on, some collective brains generated and re-
combined powerful concepts, such as the lever, wheel, screw, 
and writing. Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are 
inextricably interwoven with cultural evolution, and that this 
particular culture-gene interaction has propelled our species 
on an extraordinary evolutionary trajectory. 

Tracking clues from our ancient past to the present, The 
Secret of Our Success explores how our cultural and social 
natures produce a collective intelligence that explains both our 
species’ immense success and our human uniqueness.

Joseph Henrich is professor of human evolutionary biology at 
Harvard University. He also holds the Canada Research Chair 
in Culture, Cognition, and Coevolution at the University of 
British Columbia, where he is a professor in the departments 
of psychology and economics. He is the coauthor of Why 
Humans Cooperate.
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The meaning of our concern for  
mortal remains—from antiquity  
through the twentieth century
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The Work of the Dead
A Cultural History of Mortal Remains

Thomas W. Laqueur

The Greek philosopher Diogenes said that when he died his 
body should be tossed over the city walls for beasts to scav-
enge. Why should he or anyone else care what became of his 
corpse? In The Work of the Dead, acclaimed cultural historian 
Thomas Laqueur examines why humanity has universally 
rejected Diogenes’s argument. No culture has been indiffer-
ent to mortal remains. Even in our supposedly disenchanted 
scientific age, the dead body still matters—for individuals, 
communities, and nations. A remarkably ambitious history, 
The Work of the Dead offers a compelling and richly detailed 
account of how and why the living have cared for the dead, 
from antiquity to the twentieth century.

The book draws on a vast range of sources—from mortu-
ary archaeology, medical tracts, letters, songs, poems, and 
novels to painting and landscapes in order to recover the work 
that the dead do for the living: making human communities 
that connect the past and the future. Laqueur shows how the 
churchyard became the dominant resting place of the dead dur-
ing the Middle Ages and why the cemetery largely supplanted 
it during the modern period. He traces how and why since 
the nineteenth century we have come to gather the names of 
the dead on great lists and memorials and why being buried 
without a name has become so disturbing. And finally, he tells 
how modern cremation, begun as a fantasy of stripping death 
of its history, ultimately failed—and how even the ashes of the 
victims of the Holocaust have been preserved in culture.

A fascinating chronicle of how we shape the dead and 
are in turn shaped by them, this is a landmark work of cultural 
history.

Thomas W. Laqueur is the Helen Fawcett Professor of History 
at the University of California, Berkeley. His books include 
Making Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud and 
Solitary Sex: A Cultural History of Masturbation. He is a regular 
contributor to the London Review of Books.

“This is a truly great book—a milestone 
of scholarship and a joy to read. The 
brilliance and richness of each chapter 
are thrilling, and the movement be-
tween literary examples, philosophical 
discussion, and a vast array of historical 
sources is simply incredible.”
—Claudio W. Lomnitz, Columbia 
University
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“This erudite and wide-ranging book 
is the result of Fresco’s four decades of 
work and reflection on how our food is 
produced and consumed. In contem-
porary literature about the future of the 
food chain, I have not come across a 
more convincing, irresistibly organized, 
and thorough overview of what we all 
need to digest. This book is a must-read.”
—Victor Halberstadt, Leiden University

A fascinating exploration of 
our past, present, and future 

relationship with food
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Hamburgers in Paradise
The Stories behind the Food We Eat

Louise O. Fresco

For the first time in human history, there is food in abundance 
throughout the world. More people than ever before are now 
freed of the struggle for daily survival, yet few of us are aware 
of how food lands on our plates. Behind every meal you eat, 
there is a story. Hamburgers in Paradise explains how.

In this wise and passionate book, Louise Fresco takes 
readers on an enticing cultural journey to show how science 
has enabled us to overcome past scarcities—and why we have 
every reason to be optimistic about the future. Using ham-
burgers in the Garden of Eden as a metaphor for the confu-
sion surrounding food today, she looks at everything from 
the dominance of supermarkets and the decrease of biodiver-
sity to organic foods and GMOs. She casts doubt on many 
popular claims about sustainability, and takes issue with naïve 
rejections of globalization and the idealization of “true and 
honest” food. Fresco explores topics such as agriculture in hu-
man history, poverty and development, and surplus and obe-
sity. She provides insightful discussions of basic foods such as 
bread, fish, and meat, and intertwines them with social topics 
like slow food and other gastronomy movements, the fear of 
technology and risk, food and climate change, the agricultural 
landscape, urban food systems, and food in art.

The culmination of decades of research, Hamburgers in 
Paradise provides valuable insights into how our food is pro-
duced, how it is consumed, and how we can use the lessons 
of the past to design food systems to feed all humankind in 
the future.

Louise O. Fresco is president of Wageningen University and 
Research Centre in the Netherlands. The author of several 
books, she is a member of the Council of Advisors for the 
World Food Prize and has worked extensively in developing 
countries for many years. She lives in Amsterdam.
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Between Debt 
and the Devil

Money, Credit, and Fixing Global Finance

Adair Turner

Adair Turner became chairman of Britain’s Financial Services 
Authority just as the global financial crisis struck in 2008, 
and he played a leading role in redesigning global financial 
regulation. In this eye-opening book, he sets the record 
straight about what really caused the crisis. It didn’t happen 
because banks are too big to fail—our addiction to private 
debt is to blame.

Between Debt and the Devil challenges the belief that we 
need credit growth to fuel economic growth, and that rising 
debt is okay as long as inflation remains low. In fact, most 
credit is not needed for economic growth—but it drives real 
estate booms and busts and leads to financial crisis and 
depression. Turner explains why public policy needs to man-
age the growth and allocation of credit creation, and why debt 
needs to be taxed as a form of economic pollution. Banks need 
far more capital, real estate lending must be restricted, and 
we need to tackle inequality and mitigate the relentless rise of 
real estate prices. Turner also debunks the big myth about fiat 
money—the erroneous notion that printing money will lead to 
harmful inflation. To escape the mess created by past policy 
errors, we sometimes need to monetize government debt and 
finance fiscal deficits with central-bank money.

Between Debt and the Devil shows why we need to reject 
the assumption that private credit is essential to growth and 
fiat money is inevitably dangerous. Each has its advantages, 
and each creates risks that public policy must consciously 
balance.

Adair Turner is senior fellow at the Institute for New Economic 
Thinking and the author of Economics after the Crisis. He lives 
in London.
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Why our addiction to debt caused 
the global financial crisis and 

is the root of our financial woes

“Turner’s book augments the growing lit-
erature that lays bare the realities of boom 
and bust, bubble and crash, and the 
recurrent coordination failures that char-
acterize financial history. Between Debt 
and the Devil will enrich debate among 
both academics and policymakers.”
—William H. Janeway, author of Doing 
Capitalism in the Innovative Economy
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Featured housing developments:

“Houses for a New World presents an en-
tirely original and authoritative history 
of the development and design of the 
most common house types of the post-
war suburbs. Anyone interested in the 
twentieth-century American home will 
want to consult this book first. Packed 
with new insights and ideas, and the 
result of decades of careful study, it is a 
tour de force.”
—Paul Groth, University of California, 
Berkeley

The fascinating history of the  
twentieth century’s most successful  

experiment in mass housing

OCTOBER

Cloth  $49.95T 
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Houses for a New World
Builders and Buyers in American Suburbs, 1945–1965

Barbara Miller Lane

While the work of Frank Lloyd Wright, Richard Neutra, 
and their contemporaries frequently influences our ideas 
about house design at the midcentury, most Americans 
during this period lived in homes built by anonymous 
builders who also served as developers of the communi-
ties. Often dismissed as “little boxes, made of ticky-
tacky,” the tract houses of America’s postwar suburbs 
represent the twentieth century’s most successful 
experiment in mass housing. Houses for a New World is 
the first comprehensive history of this uniquely American 
form of domestic architecture and urbanism.

Between 1945 and 1965, more than thirteen million 
houses—most of them in new ranch and split-level 
styles—were constructed on large expanses of land 
outside city centers, providing homes for the coun-
try’s rapidly expanding population. Focusing on twelve 
developments in the suburbs of Boston, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, and Los Angeles, Barbara Miller Lane tells 
the story of the collaborations between builders and 

buyers, showing how both wanted houses and communities 
that espoused a modern way of life—informal, democratic, 
multiethnic, and devoted to improving the lives of their 
children. The resulting houses differed dramatically from both 
the European International Style and older forms of American 
domestic architecture.

Based on a decade of original research, and accompanied 
by hundreds of historical images, plans, and maps, this book 
presents an entirely new interpretation of the American suburb.

Barbara Miller Lane is Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the Hu-
manities at Bryn Mawr College. Her books include Architecture 
and Politics in Germany, 1918–1945.

Boston area:
u  �Governor Francis Farms 

(Warwick, RI)
u  Brookfield (Brockton, MA)
u  Wethersfield (Natick, MA)

Chicago area:
u  �Greenview Estates  

(Arlington Heights, IL)
u  Elk Grove Village
u  Rolling Meadows
u  �Weathersfield at Schaumburg

Los Angeles area:
u  �Cinderella Homes  

(Anaheim, CA)
u  �Panorama City (Los Angeles)
u  �Rossmoor (Los Alamitos, CA)

Philadelphia area:
u  �Lawrence Park (Broomall, PA)
u  �Rose Tree Woods  

(Broomall, PA)
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A richly illustrated history 
of below-market housing in new york,  
from the 1920s to De Blasio’s initiatives

“An engaging account of more than a 
century of efforts to provide New York-
ers with below-market housing. The 
contributors are excellent and the exten-
sive illustrations enhance the rich text.”
—Lawrence Vale, Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology

Affordable Housing  
in New York

The People, Places, and Policies That Transformed a City

Edited by 
Nicholas Dagen Bloom & 
Matthew Gordon Lasner

How has America’s most expensive and progressive city helped 
its residents to live? Since the nineteenth century, the need for 
high-quality affordable housing has been one of New York City’s 
most urgent issues. Affordable Housing in New York explores the 
past, present, and future of the city’s pioneering efforts, from the 
1920s to the major initiatives of Mayor Bill de Blasio. 

The book examines the people, places, and policies that 
have helped make New York livable, from early experiments by 
housing reformers and the innovative public-private solutions 
of the 1970s and 1980s to today’s professionalized affordable 
housing industry. More than two dozen leading scholars tell 
the story of key figures of the era, including Fiorello LaGuardia, 
Robert Moses, Jane Jacobs, and Ed Koch. Over twenty-five indi-
vidual housing complexes are profiled, including Queensbridge 
Houses, America’s largest public housing complex; Stuyvesant 
Town; Co-op City; and recent additions like Via Verde. Plans, 
models, archival photos, and newly commissioned portraits of 
buildings and tenants put the efforts of the past century into 
social, political, and cultural context and look ahead to future 
prospects for below-market subsidized housing.

A richly illustrated, dynamic portrait of an evolving city, 
this is a comprehensive and authoritative history of public 
and middle-income housing in New York and contributes 
significantly to contemporary debates on how to enable future 
generations of New Yorkers to call the city home. 

Featured housing: Amalgamated Cooperative Apartments u 
Amsterdam Houses u Bell Park Gardens u Boulevard Gardens u 
Co-op City u East River Houses u Eastwood u Harlem River Houses 
u Hughes House u Jacob Riis Houses u Johnson Houses u Marcus 
Garvey Village u Melrose Commons u Nehemiah Houses u Paul 
Lawrence Dunbar Apartments u Penn Station South u Queensbridge 
Houses u Queensview u Ravenswood Houses u Riverbend Houses u 
Rochdale Village u Schomburg Plaza u Starrett City u Stuyvesant Town 
u Sunnyside Gardens u Twin Parks u Via Verde u West Side Urban 
Renewal Area u West Village Houses u Williamsburg Houses

Nicholas Dagen Bloom is associate professor of social science 
and director of the Urban Administration program at New York 
Institute of Technology. Matthew Gordon Lasner is assistant 
professor of urban studies and planning at Hunter College, 
City University of New York. 
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“Layard and Clark (the Dream Team of 
British Social Science) make a com-
pelling case for a massive injection of 
resources into the treatment and preven-
tion of mental illness. This is simply the 
best book on public policy and mental 
health ever written.”
—Martin Seligman, author of Flourish

A COMPELLING ARGUMENT FOR IMPROVING 
SOCIETY’S MENTAL HEALTH THROUGH 

INCREASED SERVICES AND BETTER POLICY

septemBER

Cloth  $29.95T 
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22 tables. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.
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Not for sale in the Commonwealth and the European Union

Thrive
How Better Mental Health Care 

Transforms Lives and Saves Money

Richard Layard &  
David M. Clark

With a foreword by Daniel Kahneman, 
author of Thinking, Fast and Slow

Mental illness is a leading cause of suffering in the modern 
world. In sheer numbers, it afflicts at least 20 percent of 
people in developed countries. It reduces life expectancy as 
much as smoking does, accounts for nearly half of all disabil-
ity claims, is behind half of all worker sick days, and affects 
educational achievement and income. There are effective 
tools for alleviating mental illness, but most sufferers remain 
untreated or undertreated. What should be done to change 
this? In Thrive, Richard Layard and David Clark argue for fresh 
policy approaches to how we think about and deal with men-
tal illness, and they explore effective solutions to its miseries 
and injustices. 

Layard and Clark show that modern psychological thera-
pies are highly effective and could potentially turn around the 
lives of millions of people at little or no cost. This is because 
treating psychological problems generates huge savings on 
physical health care, as well as massive economic savings 
through more people working. So psychological therapies 
would effectively pay for themselves, generating potential 
savings for nations the world over. Layard and Clark describe 
how various successful psychological treatments have been 
developed and explain what works best for whom. They also 
discuss how mental illness can be prevented through better 
schools and a better society, and the urgency of doing so.

Illustrating why we cannot afford to ignore the issue of 
mental illness, Thrive opens the door to new options and pos-
sibilities for one of the most serious problems facing us today.

Richard Layard is one of the world’s leading labor economists 
and a member of the House of Lords. He is the author of Hap-
piness: Lessons from a New Science (Penguin), which has been 
translated into twenty languages. David M. Clark is professor 
of psychology at the University of Oxford. Layard and Clark 
were the main drivers behind the UK’s Improving Access to 
Psychological Therapies program.
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“This book makes an important contri-
bution on the role of process. Managers 
should read this valuable work.”
—Max H. Bazerman, author of The 
Power of Noticing 

HOW THE RIGHT BUSINESS PRACTICES 
LEAD TO THE BEST RESULTS

The Process Matters
Engaging and Equipping People for Success

Joel Brockner

We do business in a results-oriented world. Our focus on 
growth is laudable for its clarity, but one of its downsides is 
that firms can lose sight of the process: how business gets 
done and the individuals or employees through whom results 
are achieved. This leads to compromised decisions and un-
ethical behavior. It is not just what we accomplish that matters 
but also how we accomplish it. 

In The Process Matters, Joel Brockner shows that manag-
ers have to do more than just meet targets and goals. They 
have to reach those ends in the right ways—with input, consis-
tency, and accountability—if they want to effectively lead and 
manage in their organizations. Brockner discusses what goes 
into the right process, how it leads to better outcomes, why it 
is easier said than done, and how to overcome obstacles along 
the way.

Brockner demonstrates that a high-quality process often 
costs little and may not even require a great deal of time. In 
light of these facts, he considers the puzzling question of why 
good business practice doesn’t happen more often. Brockner 
draws from various real-life workplace examples—from Jay 
Leno’s departure (twice) from his TV show, to the improve-
ment of shooting accuracy in the U.S. Navy, to the surprising 
results of layoffs in Canada. He also factors in a wide swath of 
studies to examine such issues as the importance of perceived 
fairness in the process, the management of organizational 
change, and the encouragement of a strong sense of self in 
those involved in decisions—in short, the ways that managers 
can bring out the best in their people.

Relevant to anyone who is in a managerial position—
from the CEO on down—The Process Matters proves that 
seemingly simple differences in process can go a long way.

Joel Brockner is the Phillip Hettleman Professor of Business 
at the Columbia Business School. He is the author of A Con-
temporary Look at Organizational Justice and the coauthor of 
Entrapment in Escalating Conflicts. 

NOVEMBER

Cloth  $27.95T 
978-0-691-16505-9

248 pages. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

BUSINESS z PSYCHOLOGY



	 18  Trade  	

press.princeton.edu

The definitive one-volume collection  
of Jung quotations

“An ideal resource for anyone seeking to 
find Jung’s most fertile ideas succinctly 
and powerfully stated.”
—John Beebe, author of Integrity 
in Depth

“This comprehensive selection of 
quotations provides a pathway into the 
complex world of Jung’s thought while 
never reducing his ideas to oversimpli-
fied formulas. The Quotable Jung is an 
extremely useful volume for anyone 
coming to Jung for the first time.”
—Paul Bishop, author of Reading 
Goethe at Midlife: Ancient Wisdom,  
German Classicism, and Jung
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The Quotable Jung

Collected and edited by  
Judith Harris

With the collaboration of Tony Woolfson

C. G. Jung (1875–1961) was a preeminent thinker of the mod-
ern era. In seeking to establish an interdisciplinary science of 
analytical psychology, he studied psychiatry, religion, mysti-
cism, literature, physics, biology, education, and criminology. 
He introduced the concepts of extraversion and introversion, 
and terms such as complex, archetype, individuation, and the 
collective unconscious. He stressed the primacy of finding 
meaning in our lives.

The Quotable Jung is the single most comprehensive col-
lection of Jung quotations ever assembled. It is the essential 
introduction for anyone new to Jung and the Jungian tradition. 
It will also inspire those familiar with Jung to view him in an 
entirely new way. The Quotable Jung presents hundreds of the 
most representative selections from the vast array of Jung’s 
books, essays, correspondence, lectures, seminars, and inter-
views, as well as the celebrated Red Book, in which Jung de-
scribes his own fearsome confrontation with the unconscious. 
Organized thematically, this collection covers such topics as 
the psyche, the symbolic life, dreams, the analytic process, 
good and evil, creativity, alchemical transformation, death and 
rebirth, the problem of opposites, and more. The quotations 
are arranged so that the reader can follow the thread of Jung’s 
thought on these topics while gaining an invaluable perspec-
tive on his writings as a whole.

Succinct and accessible, The Quotable Jung also features 
a preface by Judith Harris and a detailed chronology of Jung’s 
life and work.

u  �The single most comprehensive collection of Jung 
quotations ever assembled

u  �Features hundreds of quotes
u  �Covers such topics as the psyche, dreams, good and 

evil, death and rebirth, and more
u  �Includes a detailed chronology of Jung’s life and work
u  �Serves as the ideal introduction to Jung and the 

Jungian tradition

Judith Harris is President of the Philemon Foundation and a 
Jungian analyst in private practice. She is a supervising and 
teaching analyst at ISAPZurich and a senior analyst at the 
Ontario Association of Jungian Analysts. She is the author 
of Jung and Yoga: The Psyche-Body Connection. She lives in 
Zürich and Toronto.
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The most comprehensive one-volume 
collection of Goethe’s writings 

ever published in English

The Essential Goethe

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
Edited and introduced by Matthew Bell

The Essential Goethe is the most comprehensive and 
representative one-volume collection of Goethe’s writings ever 
published in English. It provides English-language readers 
easier access than ever before to the widest range of work by 
one of the greatest writers in world history. Goethe’s work 
as playwright, poet, novelist, and autobiographer is fully 
represented. In addition to the works for which he is most 
famous, including Faust Part I and the lyric poems, the volume 
features important literary works that are rarely published in 
English—including the dramas Egmont, Iphigenia in Tauris, 
and Torquato Tasso and the bildungsroman Wilhelm Meister’s 
Apprenticeship, a foundational work in the history of the novel. 
The volume also offers a selection of Goethe’s essays on the 
arts, philosophy, and science, which give access to the thought 
of a polymath unrivalled in the modern world. Primarily drawn 
from Princeton’s authoritative twelve-volume Goethe edition, 
the translations are highly readable and reliable modern 
versions by scholars of Goethe. The volume also features an 
extensive introduction to Goethe’s life and works by volume 
editor Matthew Bell. 

Includes:
u  �Selected poems
u  �Four complete dramas: Faust Part I, Egmont, Iphigenia 

in Tauris, and Torquato Tasso
u  �The complete novel Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship
u  �A selection from the travel journal Italian Journey
u  �Selected essays on art and literature
u  �Selected essays on philosophy and science
u  �An extensive introduction to Goethe’s life and works
u  �A chronology of Goethe’s life and times
u  �A note on the texts and translations

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749–1832) was one of the 
greatest artists of the German Romantic period. Matthew Bell 
is professor of German and comparative literature at King’s 
College London. His books include Goethe’s Naturalistic  
Anthropology and Melancholia: The Western Malady.
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“This is a masterful book by a leading 
scholar that provides an authoritative 
and engaging introduction to the evolu-
tion of apes—including humans. The 
Real Planet of the Apes is punctuated 
with wonderful bits of paleontological 
history and anecdotes about Begun’s 
own experiences in the field. No other 
book covers the topic in such a coherent 
and comprehensive way.”
—John G. Fleagle, author of Primate 
Adaptation and Evolution

The astonishing new story
of human origins

NOVEMBER
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The Real 
Planet of the Apes

A New Story of Human Origins

David R. Begun

Was Darwin wrong when he traced our origins to Africa? The 
Real Planet of the Apes makes the explosive claim that it was 
in Europe, not Africa, where apes evolved the most impor-
tant hallmarks of our human lineage—such as bipedalism, 
dexterous hands, and larger brains. In this compelling and 
accessible book, David Begun, one of the world’s leading 
paleoanthropologists, transports readers to an epoch in the 
remote past when the Earth was home to many migratory 
populations of ape species.

Drawing on the latest astonishing discoveries in the fossil 
record as well as his own experiences conducting field expedi-
tions across Europe and Asia, Begun provides a sweeping 
evolutionary history of great apes and humans. He tells the 
story of how one of the earliest members of our evolutionary 
group—a new kind of primate called Proconsul—evolved from 
lemur-like monkeys in the primeval forests of Africa. Begun 
vividly describes how, over the next 10 million years, these 
hominoids expanded into Europe and Asia and evolved climb-
ing and hanging adaptations, longer maturation times, and 
larger brains, setting the stage for the emergence of humans. 
As the climate deteriorated in Europe around 10 million years 
ago, these apes either died out or migrated south, reinvading 
the African continent and giving rise to the lineages of the 
gorilla, chimpanzee, and, ultimately, the human.

Presenting startling new insights about our fossil ape 
ancestors, The Real Planet of the Apes is a book that funda-
mentally alters our understanding of human origins.

David R. Begun is professor of anthropology at the University 
of Toronto. His books include A Companion to Paleoanthropol-
ogy and The Evolution of Thought: Evolutionary Origins of Great 
Ape Intelligence. He lives in Toronto.
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Unraveling the mystery of the  
catastrophic age of extinctions

“Wignall covers everything from volca-
nic eruptions and the carbon cycle to 
climate reconstruction and the possible 
role the Pangea supercontinent may 
have played in these devastating events. 
This is a story well told.”
—Michael J. Benton, author of The 
History of Life: A Very Short Introduction

The Worst of Times
How Life on Earth Survived 

Eighty Million Years of Extinctions

Paul B. Wignall

Two hundred and sixty million years ago, life on Earth suffered 
wave after wave of cataclysmic extinctions, with the worst—
the end-Permian extinction—wiping out nearly every species 
on the planet. The Worst of Times delves into the mystery 
behind these extinctions and sheds light on the fateful role the 
primeval supercontinent, known as Pangea, may have played 
in causing these global catastrophes.

Drawing on the latest discoveries as well as his own 
firsthand experiences conducting field expeditions to remote 
corners of the world, Paul Wignall reveals what scientists are 
only now beginning to understand about the most prolonged 
and calamitous period of environmental crisis in Earth’s his-
tory. He describes how a series of unprecedented extinction 
events swept across the planet in a span of eighty million 
years, rapidly killing marine and terrestrial life on a scale more 
devastating than the dinosaur extinctions that would come 
later. Wignall shows how these extinctions—some of which 
have only recently been discovered—all coincided with gigan-
tic volcanic eruptions of basalt lavas that occurred when the 
world’s landmasses were united into a single vast expanse.

Unraveling one of the great enigmas of ancient Earth, The 
Worst of Times also explains how the splitting apart of Pangea 
into the continents we know today ushered in a new age of 
vibrant and more resilient life on our planet.

Paul B. Wignall is professor of palaeoenvironments at the Uni-
versity of Leeds. He has been investigating mass extinctions 
for more than twenty-five years, a scientific quest that has taken 
him to dozens of countries around the world. The coauthor of 
Mass Extinctions and Their Aftermath, he lives in Leeds.
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The first chronicle of Stalin’s inner 
political and social circle—from a  

leading Soviet historian

“On Stalin’s Team is an extremely read-
able, lively, and exciting account of the 
lives and work of the men who were 
closest to the unpredictable dictator. The 
reader is a kind of voyeur, peeking into 
the personal and political relationships 
of powerful people who worked together 
on a knife’s edge. It is hard not to become 
fascinated by these characters, whose por-
traits Sheila Fitzpatrick so deftly draws in 
this seductive book.”
—Ronald Grigor Suny, author of The 
Soviet Experiment
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978-0-691-14533-4

440 pages. 30 halftones. 6 x 9.
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On Stalin’s Team
The Years of Living Dangerously in Soviet Politics

Sheila Fitzpatrick

Stalin was the unchallenged dictator of the Soviet Union for 
so long that most historians have dismissed the officials 
surrounding him as mere yes-men and political window 
dressing. On Stalin’s Team overturns this view, revealing 
that behind Stalin were a group of loyal men who formed a 
remarkably effective team with him from the late 1920s until 
his death in 1953.

Drawing on extensive original research, Sheila Fitzpatrick 
provides the first in-depth account of this inner circle and their 
families, vividly describing how these dedicated comrades-
in-arms not only worked closely with Stalin, whom they both 
feared and admired, but also constituted his social circle. 
Readers meet the wily security chief Beria, whom the rest of 
the team quickly had executed following Stalin’s death; Stalin’s 
number-two man, Molotov, who continued on the team 
even after his wife was arrested and exiled; the charismatic 
Ordzhonikidze, who ran the country’s industry with entre-
preneurial flair; Andreev, who traveled to provincial purges 
while listening to Beethoven on a portable gramophone; and 
Khrushchev, who finally disbanded the team four years after 
Stalin’s death. Among the book’s surprising findings is that 
Stalin almost always worked with the team on important 
issues, and after his death the team managed a brilliant transi-
tion to a reforming collective leadership.

Taking readers from the cataclysms of the Great Purges 
and World War II to the paranoia of Stalin’s final years, On 
Stalin’s Team paints an entirely new picture of Stalin within his 
milieu—one that transforms our understanding of how the 
Soviet Union was ruled during much of its existence.

Sheila Fitzpatrick is professor of history at the University of 
Sydney, professor emerita at the University of Chicago, and 
the author of many books on the Soviet Union, including The 
Russian Revolution, Everyday Stalinism, Tear Off the Masks! 
(Princeton), and a memoir of Moscow in the 1960s, A Spy in 
the Archives.
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“A landmark work of political history 
that will make liberals, conservatives, 
and radicals rethink their assumptions 
about the weak or strong American 
state. With great authority and muscular 
prose, Gerstle explains the development 
of the United States as a narrative of 
continuities and discontinuities, grow-
ing centralization, and enduring limits 
on federal power.”
—Michael Kazin, author of 
American Dreamers

HOW THE conflict between 
FEDERAL AND STATE POWER 

HAs shaped american history

Liberty and Coercion
The Paradox of American Government  

from the Founding to the Present

Gary Gerstle

American governance is burdened by a paradox. On the one 
hand, Americans don’t want “big government” meddling in 
their lives; on the other hand, they have repeatedly enlisted 
governmental help to impose their views regarding mar-
riage, abortion, religion, and schooling on their neighbors. 
These contradictory stances on the role of public power have 
paralyzed policymaking and generated rancorous disputes 
about government’s legitimate scope. How did we reach this 
political impasse? Historian Gary Gerstle, looking at two 
hundred years of U.S. history, argues that the roots of the 
current crisis lie in two contrasting theories of power that the 
Framers inscribed in the Constitution. 

One theory shaped the federal government, setting limits 
on its power in order to protect personal liberty. Another 
theory molded the states, authorizing them to go to extraor-
dinary lengths, even to the point of violating individual rights, 
to advance the “good and welfare of the commonwealth.” The 
Framers believed these theories could coexist comfortably, but 
conflict between the two has largely defined American history. 
Gerstle shows how national political leaders improvised bril-
liantly to stretch the power of the federal government beyond 
where it was meant to go—but at the cost of giving private 
interests and state governments too much sway over public 
policy. The states could be innovative, too. More impressive 
was their staying power. Only in the 1960s did the federal gov-
ernment, impelled by the Cold War and civil rights movement, 
definitively assert its primacy. But as the power of the central 
state expanded, its constitutional authority did not keep pace. 
Conservatives rebelled, making the battle over government’s 
proper dominion the defining issue of our time. 

From the Revolution to the Tea Party, and the Bill of 
Rights to the national security state, Liberty and Coercion is 
a revelatory account of the making and unmaking of govern-
ment in America.

Gary Gerstle is the Paul Mellon Professor of American His-
tory at the University of Cambridge. His many books include 
American Crucible and The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order 
(both Princeton). He lives in Cambridge, England and Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts.
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“This is a beautiful book. Frebel de-
scribes, firsthand, the hunt for the first 
stars in the universe and the genuine 
thrill felt when working at the frontier 
of human knowledge. She weaves an 
engaging story of discovery.”
—Volker Bromm, University of Texas  
at Austin

A leading astronomer’s gripping  
firsthand account of the cutting-edge  

science of stellar archaeology
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Cloth  $29.95T 
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Searching for 
the Oldest Stars

Ancient Relics from the Early Universe

Anna Frebel

Astronomers study the oldest observable stars in the universe 
in much the same way that archaeologists study ancient 
artifacts on Earth. Here, Anna Frebel—who is credited with 
discovering several of the oldest and most primitive stars us-
ing the world’s largest telescopes—takes readers into the far-
flung depths of space and time to provide a gripping firsthand 
account of the cutting-edge science of stellar archaeology.

Weaving the latest findings in astronomy with her own 
compelling insights as one of the world’s leading researchers 
in the field, Frebel explains how sections of the night sky are 
“excavated” in the hunt for these extremely rare relic stars—
some of which have been shining for more than 13 billion 
years—and how this astonishing quest is revealing tantaliz-
ing new details about the earliest times in the universe. She 
vividly describes how the very first stars formed soon after the 
big bang and then exploded as supernovae, leaving behind 
chemical fingerprints that were incorporated into the ancient 
stars we can still observe today. She shows how these fin-
gerprints provide clues to the cosmic origin of the elements, 
early star and galaxy formation, and the assembly process of 
the Milky Way. Along the way, Frebel recounts her own stories 
of discovery, offering an insider’s perspective on this exciting 
frontier of science.

Lively and accessible, this book sheds vital new light on 
the origins and evolution of the cosmos while providing a 
unique look into life as an astronomer.

Anna Frebel is the Silverman (1968) Family Career Develop-
ment Assistant Professor in the Department of Physics at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. She has received 
numerous international honors and awards for her discover-
ies and analyses of the oldest stars. She lives in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.
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“This is by far the best book about Ein-
stein that I have ever come across.”
—Patrick Moore, BBC Sky at Night 
magazine

“Most appealing. . . . [C]ontains material 
on all aspects of Einstein’s scientific 
work and private life . . . It is filled with 
a myriad of familiar and not-so-familiar 
images.”
—Physics World

An authoritative and richly illustrated  
biography—published on the 2015 centenary 

of Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity

october

Paper with French folds  $24.95T 
978-0-691-16989-7

256 pages. 150 color and B&W illus. 8 x 11.
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Einstein
A Hundred Years of Relativity

Andrew Robinson
In association with The Albert Einstein Archives

With a new afterword by Diana Kormos Buchwald

“The eternal mystery of the world is its comprehensibility 
. . . The fact that it is comprehensible is a miracle.”

—Albert Einstein, 1936

Albert Einstein’s universal appeal is only partially explained 
by his brilliant work in physics, as Andrew Robinson 
demonstrates in this authoritative, accessible, and richly 
illustrated biography. The main narrative is enriched by 
twelve essays by well-known scientists, scholars, and art-
ists, including three Nobel Laureates. The book presents 
clearly the beautiful simplicity at the heart of Einstein’s 
greatest discoveries, and explains how his ideas have con-
tinued to influence scientific developments such as lasers, 
the theory of the big bang, and “theories of everything.” 
Einstein’s life and activities outside of science are also 
considered, including his encounters with famous con-
temporaries such as Chaplin, Roosevelt, and Tagore, his 
love of music, and his troubled family life. The book recognizes 
that Einstein’s striking originality was expressed in many ways, 
from his political and humanitarian campaigns against nuclear 
weapons, anti-Semitism, McCarthyism, and social injustices, to 
his unconventional personal appearance.

Published in association with the Albert Einstein Archives 
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, the book draws on this 
exceptional resource of Einstein’s private papers and personal 
photographs.

This new edition, published to recognize the centenary 
of the publication of Einstein’s General Theory of Relativ-
ity, includes an important new afterword by Diana Kormos 
Buchwald, the director of the Einstein Papers Project at the 
California Institute of Technology.

The contributors are Philip Anderson, Arthur C. Clarke, 
I. Bernard Cohen, Freeman Dyson, Philip Glass, Stephen Hawking, 
Max Jammer, Diana Kormos Buchwald, João Magueijo, Joseph 
Rotblat, Robert Schulmann, and Steven Weinberg.

Andrew Robinson is the author of more than two dozen books, 
including The Story of Measurement, Genius: A Very Short 
Introduction, and biographies of Jean-François Champollion 
(Cracking the Egyptian Code), Michael Ventris (The Man Who 
Deciphered Linear B), and Thomas Young (The Last Man Who 
Knew Everything). 
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Praise for previous editions:

“[A] volume of unexpectedly fascinat-
ing mathematical research, musings, 
and studies that explore subjects from 
art to medicine. . . . [R]eaders from 
many disciplines will find much to 
pique their interest.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Entertaining and informative.”
—Ian D. Gordon, Library Journal

The year’s finest writing on 
mathematics from around the world

january

Paper  $24.95T 
978-0-691-16965-1

344 pages. 12 color illus. 10 halftones. 
95 line illus. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

POPULAR MATHEMATICS

The Best Writing on 
Mathematics 2015

Edited by Mircea Pitici

This annual anthology brings together the year’s finest math-
ematics writing from around the world. Featuring promising 
new voices alongside some of the foremost names in the 
field, The Best Writing on Mathematics 2015 makes available 
to a wide audience many articles not easily found anywhere 
else—and you don’t need to be a mathematician to enjoy 
them. These writings offer surprising insights into the nature, 
meaning, and practice of mathematics today. They delve into 
the history, philosophy, teaching, and everyday occurrences of 
math, and take readers behind the scenes of today’s hottest 
mathematical debates.

Here David Hand explains why we should actually expect 
unlikely coincidences to happen; Arthur Benjamin and Ethan 
Brown unveil techniques for improvising custom-made 
magic squares; Erica Klarreich describes the growing role 
of computer experiments in mathematical research; Steven 
Strogatz tells us why it’s worth writing about math for people 
who are alienated from it; Jeremy Gray dissects the complex 
relationship between vision and rigor in the work of the great 
mathematician Henri Poincaré; Scott Aaronson looks at the 
unexpected implications of testing numbers for randomness; 
and much, much more.

In addition to presenting the year’s most memorable 
writings on mathematics, this must-have anthology includes 
a bibliography of other notable writings and an introduction 
by the editor, Mircea Pitici. This book belongs on the shelf of 
anyone interested in where math has taken us—and where it 
is headed.

Mircea Pitici teaches mathematics and writing at Cornell 
University, where he is a PhD candidate in math education. He 
has edited The Best Writing on Mathematics since 2010.
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“I love this book. With attention to scene 
and character, L.A. Math weaves together 
the detective genre with mathematics in 
entertaining and enjoyable ways.”
—Oscar Fernandez, author of Everyday 
Calculus

A COLLECTION OF DETECTIVE STORIES 
USING MATH TO SOLVE CRIMES

L.A. Math
Romance, Crime, and Mathematics in the City of Angels

James D. Stein 

Move over, Sherlock and Watson—the detective duo of 
Carmichael and Lennox shows how math smarts can crack 
even the most perplexing cases. In the entertaining short-story 
collection L.A. Math, freelance investigator Freddy Carmichael 
meets colorful personalities throughout Los Angeles and 
encounters mysterious circumstances from embezzlement 
and robbery to murder. In each story, Freddy’s deductive 
instincts—and the trusty math skills of his sidekick, Pete Len-
nox—solve the crime.

Featuring such glamorous locales as Beverly Hills, Brent-
wood, Malibu, and Santa Barbara, the fourteen short stories 
in L.A. Math take Freddy and Pete through various puzzles 
and challenges. In “A Change of Scene,” Freddy has to figure 
out who is selling corporate secrets to a competitor—so he 
uses mathematical logic to uncover the culprit. In “The Win-
ning Streak,” conditional probability turns the tables on an 
unscrupulous bookie. And in “Message from a Corpse,” the 
murderer of a wealthy widow is revealed through the rules of 
compound interest. It’s everything you expect from the City of 
Angels—A-listers and wannabes, lovers and lawyers, heroes 
and villains. Readers will not only be entertained, but also gain 
practical mathematics knowledge, ranging from percentages 
and probability to set theory, statistics, and the mathematics 
of elections. For those who want to delve into mathematical 
subjects further, the book includes a supplementary section 
with more material.

Filled with intriguing stories, L.A. Math is a treat for lov-
ers of romance, crime, or mathematics.

James D. Stein is emeritus professor in the Department of 
Mathematics at California State University, Long Beach. His 
books include Cosmic Numbers (Basic) and How Math Ex-
plains the World (Smithsonian).
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A bold reassessment of the  
love of God in Judaism

“As one expects from Levenson, the 
book is elegantly written and clearly 
argued. It will be of great interest to 
Jewish and Christian readers alike.”  
—Richard J. Clifford, SJ, Boston College
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Cosponsored by the Tikvah Fund

The Love of God
Divine Gift, Human Gratitude, and  

Mutual Faithfulness in Judaism

Jon D. Levenson

The love of God is perhaps the most essential element in 
Judaism—but also one of the most confounding. In biblical 
and rabbinic literature, the obligation to love God appears as 
a formal commandment. Yet most people today think of love 
as a feeling. How can an emotion be commanded? How could 
one ever fulfill such a requirement? The Love of God places 
these scholarly and existential questions in a new light.

Jon Levenson traces the origins of the concept to the 
ancient institution of covenant, showing how covenantal 
love is a matter neither of sentiment nor of dry legalism. The 
love of God is instead a deeply personal two-way relationship 
that finds expression in God’s mysterious love for the people 
of Israel, who in turn observe God’s laws out of profound 
gratitude for his acts of deliverance. Levenson explores how 
this bond has survived episodes in which God’s love ap-
pears to be painfully absent—as in the brutal persecutions of 
Talmudic times—and describes the intensely erotic portrayals 
of the relationship by biblical prophets and rabbinic interpret-
ers of the Song of Songs. He examines the love of God as a 
spiritual discipline in the Middle Ages as well as efforts by two 
influential modern Jewish thinkers—Martin Buber and Franz 
Rosenzweig—to recover this vital but endangered aspect of 
their tradition.

A breathtaking work of scholarship and spirituality alike 
that is certain to provoke debate, The Love of God develops 
fascinating insights into the foundations of religious life in the 
classical Jewish tradition.

Jon D. Levenson is the Albert A. List Professor of Jewish Stud-
ies at Harvard University. His many books include Resurrection 
and the Restoration of Israel, which won the National Jewish 
Book Award, and Inheriting Abraham and Creation and the 
Persistence of Evil (both Princeton).

Library of Jewish Ideas
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“This collection of Stanley Fish’s New 
York Times essays amounts to an 
intellectual autobiography of one of 
America’s most interesting writers. As 
Fish says, his purpose isn’t, as in most 
op-eds, to tell the reader what to think; 
rather, it’s to illuminate Fish’s view of 
how to think—and to shake readers out 
of their complacent assumptions about 
free speech, religion, academia, and 
other subjects.”
—Linda Greenhouse, author of The U.S. 
Supreme Court: A Very Short Introduction

provocative essays from one of America’s 
most important cultural critics

Think Again
Contrarian Reflections on Life, Culture,  
Politics, Religion, Law, and Education

Stanley Fish

From 1995 to 2013, Stanley Fish’s provocative New York Times 
columns consistently generated passionate discussion and 
debate. In Think Again, he has assembled almost a hundred of 
his best columns into a thematically arranged collection with a 
substantial new introduction that explains his intention in writ-
ing these pieces and offers an analysis of why they provoked 
so much reaction.

Some readers reported being frustrated when they 
couldn’t figure out where Fish, one of America’s most influ-
ential thinkers, stood on the controversies he addressed in 
the essays—from atheism and affirmative action to plagia-
rism and postmodernism. But, as Fish says, that is the point. 
Opinions are cheap; you can get them anywhere. Instead of 
offering just another set of them, Fish analyzes and dissects 
the arguments put forth by different sides—in debates over 
free speech, identity politics, the NRA, and other hot-button 
topics—in order to explain how their arguments work or don’t 
work. In short, these are essays that teach you not what to 
think but how to think more clearly.

Brief and accessible yet challenging, these essays provide 
all the hard-edged intellectual, cultural, and political analysis 
one expects from Fish. At the same time, the collection in-
cludes a number of revealing and even poignant autobiograph-
ical essays in which, as Fish says, “readers will learn about my 
anxieties, my aspirations, my eccentricities, my foibles, my 
father, and my obsessions—Frank Sinatra, Ted Williams, bas-
ketball, and Jews.” Reflecting the wide-ranging interests of one 
of America’s leading critics, this is Fish’s broadest and most 
engaging book to date.

Stanley Fish is the author of numerous books, including How 
to Write a Sentence, There’s No Such Thing as Free Speech, and 
Is There a Text in This Class? His most recent book is Versions 
of Academic Freedom. He is the Davidson-Kahn Distinguished 
University Professor and Professor of Law at Florida Interna-
tional University and the Visiting Floersheimer Professor of 
Law at Cardozo Law School. He previously taught at Berkeley, 
Johns Hopkins, Duke, and the University of Illinois, Chicago.
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“The Love of Strangers is a pleasure to 
read. Green enables us to reconceptual-
ize England during the late Georgian 
period of Jane Austen.”
—Michael H. Fisher, author of Migra-
tion: A World History

How a group of iranian students sought 
love and learning in Jane Austen’s London
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The Love of Strangers
What Six Muslim Students Learned 

in Jane Austen’s London

Nile Green

In July 1815, six Iranian students arrived in London under the 
escort of their chaperone, Captain Joseph D’Arcy. Their mis-
sion was to master the modern sciences behind the rapid rise 
of Europe. Over the next four years, they lived both the low life 
and high life of Regency London, from being down and out 
after their abandonment by D’Arcy to charming their way into 
society and landing on the gossip pages. The Love of Strang-
ers tells the story of their search for love and learning in Jane 
Austen’s England.

Drawing on the Persian diary of the student Mirza Salih 
and the letters of his companions, Nile Green vividly describes 
how these adaptable Muslim migrants learned to enjoy the 
opera and take the waters at Bath. But there was more than fri-
volity to their student years in London. Burdened with acquir-
ing the technology to defend Iran against Russia, they talked 
their way into the observatories, hospitals, and steam-powered 
factories that placed England at the forefront of the scientific 
revolution. All the while, Salih dreamed of becoming the first 
Muslim to study at Oxford.

The Love of Strangers chronicles the frustration and fel-
lowship of six young men abroad to open a unique window 
onto the transformative encounter between an Evangelical 
England and an Islamic Iran at the dawn of the modern age. 
This is that rarest of books about the Middle East and the 
West: a story of friendships.

Nile Green is professor of history at UCLA. His many books 
include Sufism: A Global History. He lives in Los Angeles.
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Capitalism
A Short History

Jürgen Kocka

In this book, one of the world’s most renowned historians 
provides a concise and comprehensive history of capitalism 
in global perspective from its medieval origins to the 2008 
financial crisis and beyond. From early commercial capital-
ism in the Arab world, China, and Europe, to nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century industrialization, to today’s globalized finan-
cial capitalism, Jürgen Kocka offers an unmatched, balanced 
account of capitalism, one that weighs its huge achievements 
against its great costs, crises, and failures. Based on inten-
sive research, the book puts the rise of capitalist economies 
in social, political, and cultural context, and shows how their 
current problems and foreseeable future are connected to a 
long history.

Sweeping in scope, the book describes how capitalist 
expansion was connected to colonialism; how industrialism 
brought unprecedented innovation, growth, and welfare but 
also increasing inequality; and how managerialism, financial-
ization, and globalization later changed the face of capitalism. 
The book also addresses the idea of capitalism in the work of 
thinkers such as Marx, Weber, and Schumpeter, and chronicles 
how criticism of capitalism is as old as capitalism itself, fed by 
its persistent contradictions and recurrent emergencies.

Authoritative and accessible, Capitalism provides an 
enlightening account of a force that has shaped the modern 
world like few others.

Jürgen Kocka is a permanent fellow at Humboldt University of 
Berlin and a former president of the WZB Berlin Social Science 
Center. In 2011, he received the Holberg Prize, one of the most 
prestigious awards in the scholarly world.
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“Capitalism is a terrifically valuable book, 
distinguished by its breadth of learning, 
clarity, and concision. Its description and 
analysis is combined with a surety of 
judgment based on Kocka’s long contem-
plation of the subject.”
—Jerry Muller, Catholic University of 
America

A comprehensive and concise history 
of capitalism from its origins to today
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“This book cements Douglas’s reputa-
tion as our leading guide to thinking 
about the difficult moral, political, and 
legal issues surrounding the postwar 
Nazi trials. The Right Wrong Man is bril-
liant, ambitious, and wide ranging.”
—Devin O. Pendas, author of The 
Frankfurt Auschwitz Trial, 1963–1965

The incredible story of the  
most convoluted legal odyssey  

involving Nazi war crimes

JANUARY
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The Right Wrong Man
John Demjanjuk and the Last Great Nazi War Crimes Trial

Lawrence Douglas

In 2009, Harper’s Magazine sent war-crimes expert Lawrence 
Douglas to Munich to cover the last chapter of the longest 
case ever to arise from the Holocaust: the trial of eighty-nine-
year-old John Demjanjuk. Demjanjuk’s legal odyssey began in 
1975, when American investigators received evidence alleg-
ing that the Cleveland autoworker and naturalized US citizen 
had collaborated in Nazi genocide. In the years that followed, 
Demjanjuk was twice stripped of his American citizenship and 
sentenced to death by a Jerusalem court as “Ivan the Terrible” 
of Treblinka—only to be cleared in one of the most notorious 
cases of mistaken identity in legal history. Finally, in 2011, after 
eighteen months of trial, a court in Munich convicted the na-
tive Ukrainian of assisting Hitler’s SS in the murder of 28,060 
Jews at Sobibór, a death camp in eastern Poland.

An award-winning novelist as well as legal scholar, 
Douglas offers a compulsively readable history of Demjanjuk’s 
bizarre case. The Right Wrong Man is both a gripping eyewit-
ness account of the last major Holocaust trial to galvanize 
world attention and a vital meditation on the effort to bring 
legal closure to the most horrific chapter in modern history.

Lawrence Douglas is the James J. Grosfeld Professor of Law, 
Jurisprudence, and Social Thought at Amherst College. His 
books include The Memory of Judgment: Making Law and His-
tory in the Trials of the Holocaust and The Vices. His work has 
appeared in leading publications such as the New Yorker, the 
Times Literary Supplement, and Harper’s. He lives in Sunder-
land, Massachusetts.

John Demjanjuk’s Trawniki service ID card
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“This is a timely book with a striking 
message. It argues that the apparent 
failure of the euro can be attributed 
to specific policy mistakes rather than 
inherent weaknesses, and that those 
mistakes could be set right, saving the 
single currency.”
—Diane Coyle, author of GDP: A Brief 
but Affectionate History

a timely account of the euro crisis 
that challenges our assumptions 
about Debt and economic recovery

Europe’s Orphan
The Future of the Euro and the Politics of Debt

Martin Sandbu

Originally conceived as part of a unifying vision for Europe, the 
euro is now viewed as a millstone around the neck of a conti-
nent crippled by vast debts, sluggish economies, and grow-
ing populist dissent. In Europe’s Orphan, leading economic 
commentator Martin Sandbu presents a compelling defense 
of the euro. He argues that rather than blaming the euro for 
the political and economic failures in Europe since the global 
financial crisis, the responsibility lies firmly on the authorities 
of the Eurozone and its member countries. The subsequent 
self-inflicted financial crisis and economic decline resulted 
from a toxic cocktail of unforced policy errors by bankers, 
politicians, and bureaucrats; the unhealthy coziness between 
finance and governments; and, above all, an extreme unwill-
ingness to restructure debt. 

Sandbu traces the origins of monetary union back to the 
desire for greater European unity after the Second World War. 
But the euro’s creation coincided with a credit bubble that 
governments chose not to rein in. Once the crisis hit, a battle 
of both ideas and interests led to the failure to aggressively 
restructure sovereign and bank debt. Ideologically informed 
choices set in motion dynamics that encouraged more 
economic mistakes and heightened political tensions within 
the Eurozone. Sandbu concludes that the prevailing view that 
monetary union can only work with fiscal and political union is 
wrong and dangerous—and risks sending the continent into 
further political paralysis and economic stagnation. 

Contending that the euro has been wrongfully scape-
goated for the Eurozone’s troubles, Europe’s Orphan charts 
what actually must be done for the continent to achieve an 
economic and political recovery. 

Martin Sandbu has been writing about economics for the 
Financial Times since 2009. Formerly the newspaper’s 
economics leader writer, he currently writes the newspaper’s 
Free Lunch premium economics newsletter. Previously, he 
was a senior research fellow at the Zicklin Center for Business 
Ethics Research at the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. He is the author of Just Business: Arguments in 
Business Ethics. OCTOBER
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A lyrical collection that explores  
the interplay between poetry and history

“These are poems of delicate ferocity; 
they seem to emerge from a profound 
yet whiplashed attentiveness. Sze-
Lorrain registers the subtlest vibrations 
of the most difficult as well as the 
tenderest things. Shards of elegy, 
lament, intermittent flashes of wit, a 
philosophical sensuality throughout: this 
is subtle, sophisticated, gorgeous, and 
unsettling work by a poet open to being 
‘torn by the lyric’ as well as history.”
—Maureen N. McLane, author of 
My Poets

OCTOBER

Paper  $14.95T 
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POETRY

The Ruined Elegance
Poems

Fiona Sze-Lorrain

In her new collection, Fiona Sze-Lorrain offers a nuanced 
yet dynamic vision of humanity marked by perils, surprises, 
and the transcendence of a “ruined elegance.” Through an 
intercultural journey that traces lives, encounters, exiles, and 
memories from France, America, and Asia, the poet explores 
a rich array of historical and literary allusions to European 
masters, Asian sources, and American influences. With 
candor and humor, each lyrical foray is sensitive to silence 
and experience. “I want to honor / the invisible. I’ll use the 
fog to see white peaches.” There are haunting narratives from 
a World War II concentration camp, the Stalinist Terror, and 
a persecuted Tibet during the Cultural Revolution. There are 
also poems that take as their point of departure writings, 
paintings, sketches, photographs, and music by Gu Cheng, 
Giorgio Caproni, Bonnard, Hiroshige, Gao Xingjian, Kertész, 
and Debussy, among others. Grounded in the sensual, these 
poems probe existential questionings through inspirations 
from nature and the impermanent earth. Described by the 
Los Angeles Review of Books as “a high lyricist who refuses to 
resort to mere lyricism in order to articulate her experience,” 
Sze-Lorrain renews her faith in music and poetic language by 
addressing the opposing aesthetics of “ruins” and “elegance,” 
and how the experience of both defies judgment.

Fiona Sze-Lorrain is a poet, literary translator, editor, and 
zheng harpist. The author of two previous books of poetry in 
English, My Funeral Gondola and Water the Moon, she also 
writes and translates in French and Chinese. She lives in Paris.

Princeton Series of Contemporary Poets
Susan Stewart, Series Editor
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Praise for Troy Jollimore’s At Lake 
Scugog: Poems:

“Seriously playful (‘no screw-up goes 
unscrew- / tinized’) or playfully serious 
(‘no man’s an iPod’), Jollimore adds 
buoyancy to weighty human dilemmas 
without trivializing or distancing them. 
An engaging collection.”
—Library Journal (starred review)

A new collection of poetry from the winner 
of the National Book Critics Circle Award

Syllabus of Errors
Poems

Troy Jollimore

we are fixed to perpetrate the species—
I meant perpetuate—as if our duty 

were coupled with our terror. As if beauty
itself were but a syllabus of errors.

Troy Jollimore’s first collection of poems won the National 
Book Critics Circle Award, was hailed by the New York Times 
as “a snappy, entertaining book,” and led the San Francisco 
Chronicle to call him “a new and exciting voice in American 
poetry.” And his critically acclaimed second collection built on 
his reputation for poems that often take a playful approach 
to philosophical issues. While the poems in Syllabus of Errors 
share recognizable concerns with those of Jollimore’s first 
two books, readers will also find a voice that has grown more 
urgent, more vulnerable, and more sensitive to both the inevi-
tability of tragedy and the possibility of renewal. 

Poems such as “Ache and Echo,” “The Black-Capped 
Chickadees of Martha’s Vineyard,” and “When You Lift the 
Avocado to Your Mouth” explore loss, regret, and the nature 
of beauty, while the culminating long poem, “Vertigo,” is an 
elegy for a lost friend as well as a fantasia on death, repeti-
tion, and transcendence (not to mention the poet’s favorite 
Hitchcock film). Ingeniously organized into sections that act 
as reflections on six quotations about bird song, these poems 
are themselves an answer to the question the poet asks in “On 
Birdsong”: “What would we say to the cardinal or jay, / given 
wings that could mimic their velocities?”

Troy Jollimore is the author of two previous collections of 
poetry, At Lake Scugog (Princeton) and Tom Thomson in Purga-
tory, which won the National Book Critics Circle Award. His 
poems have appeared in the New Yorker, McSweeney’s, the 
Believer, and other publications. He is a professor of philoso-
phy at California State University, Chico.

Princeton Series of Contemporary Poets
Susan Stewart, Series Editor
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“Empire and Revolution is the best book 
on Edmund Burke available. It takes a 
scholar of singular learning to tackle a 
figure like Burke, and Richard Bourke is 
exactly that person. His writing is clear, 
his scholarship impeccable, and his 
mastery of eighteenth-century history 
self-evident. This is a brilliant book and 
a model for intellectual historians.”
—Richard Whatmore, author of Against 
War and Empire: Geneva, Britain, and 
France in the Eighteenth Century

A major new account of one 
of the leading philosopher-statesmen 

of the eighteenth century

SEPTEMBER

Cloth  $45.00T 
978-0-691-14511-2
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1 table. 2 maps. 6 x 9.
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Empire and Revolution
The Political Life of Edmund Burke

Richard Bourke

Edmund Burke (1730–97) lived during one of the most 
extraordinary periods of world history. He grappled with 
the significance of the British Empire in India, fought for 
reconciliation with the American colonies, and was a vocal 
critic of national policy during three European wars. He also 
advocated reform in Britain, pressed for constitutional change 
in Ireland, and became a central protagonist in the great 
debate on the French Revolution. Drawing on the complete 
range of printed and manuscript sources, Empire and 
Revolution offers a vivid reconstruction of the major concerns 
of this outstanding statesman, orator, and philosopher.

In restoring Burke to his original political and intellectual 
context, this book strips away the accumulated distortions 
that have marked the reception of his ideas. In the process, it 
overturns the conventional picture of a partisan of tradition 
against progress. In place of the image of a backward-looking 
opponent of popular rights, it presents a multifaceted portrait 
of one of the most captivating figures in eighteenth-century 
life and thought. While Burke was a passionately energetic 
statesman, he was also a deeply original thinker. Empire 
and Revolution depicts him as a philosopher-in-action who 
evaluated the political realities of the day through the lens of 
Enlightenment thought, variously drawing on the ideas of such 
figures as Montesquieu, Rousseau, and Hume.

A boldly ambitious work of scholarship, this book chal-
lenges us to rethink the legacy of Burke and the turbulent era 
in which he played so pivotal a role.

Richard Bourke is professor in the history of political thought 
and codirector of the Centre for the Study of the History of Po-
litical Thought at Queen Mary University of London. He is the 
author of Peace in Ireland: The War of Ideas and the coeditor of 
Political Judgement.
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a facsimiLe ediTion of The arTisT's 
fascinaTing Working noTeBooks

“Jean-Michel Basquiat’s journals are, by 
turns, cryptic, revelatory, beautiful, and 
unsettling. They provide a rare point 
of entry into the life and imagination 
of one of the twentieth century’s most 
gifted and enigmatic artists.”
—adam Bradley, university of colo-
rado, Boulder, and author of Book of 
Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop

The Notebooks

Jean-Michel Basquiat
Edited by Larry Warsh

Brooklyn-born Jean-Michel Basquiat (1960–88) was one 
of the most important artists of the 1980s. A key fi gure 
in the New York art scene, he inventively explored the 
interplay between words and images throughout his 
career, fi rst as a member of SAMO, a graffi  ti group active 
on the Lower East Side in the late 1970s, and then as a 
painter acclaimed for his unmistakable Neoexpression-
ist style. from 1980 to 1987, he fi lled numerous working 
notebooks with drawings and handwritten texts. This 
facsimile edition reproduces the pages of seven of these 
fascinating and rarely seen notebooks for the fi rst time.

The notebooks are fi lled with images and words 
that recur in Basquiat’s paintings and other works. 
Iconic drawings and pictograms of crowns, teepees, and 
hatch-marked hearts share space with handwritten texts, 
including notes, observations, and poems that often 
touch on culture, race, class, and life in New York. Like his 
other work, the notebooks vividly demonstrate Basquiat’s deep 
interests in comic, street, and pop art, hip-hop, politics, and 
the ephemera of urban life. They also provide an intimate look 
at the working process of one of the most creative forces in 
contemporary American art.

Jean-Michel Basquiat (1960–88) was an American artist. He 
has been the subject of retrospectives at the Whitney Museum 
of American Art, the Serpentine Gallery, the Brooklyn Museum, 
and the foundation Beyeler, among others, and his work is in 
the permanent collections of major museums around the world. 
Larry Warsh is an art collector and the editor of Weiwei-isms 
(Princeton). He is on the board of the nonprofi t organization 
Muse film and Television, and was a member of the Basquiat 
Authentication Committee from its establishment in 1984 to its 
dissolution in 2012.
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The Notebooks
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“Picture Titles is more than just a his-
torical account of how and why pictures 
came to be named, and of how and why 
these names sometimes changed over 
time—it also explores how the act of 
bestowing a title on a picture influences 
the ways we approach and apprehend 
it. After reading this highly original and 
beautifully written book, you will never 
look at another picture in quite the 
same way again.”
—David Cannadine, author of The 
Undivided Past: Humanity beyond Our 
Differences

HOW THE PRACTICE OF TITLING PAINTINGS  
HAS SHAPED THEIR RECEPTION 

THROUGHOUT MODERN HISTORY

Picture Titles
How and Why Western Paintings Acquired Their Names

Ruth Bernard Yeazell 

A picture’s title is often our first guide to understanding the 
image. Yet paintings didn’t always have titles, and many 
canvases acquired their names from curators, dealers, and 
printmakers—not the artists. Taking an original, historical 
look at how Western paintings were named, Picture Titles 
shows how the practice developed in response to the condi-
tions of the modern art world and how titles have shaped the 
reception of artwork from the time of Bruegel and Rembrandt 
to the present.

Ruth Bernard Yeazell begins the story with the decline of 
patronage and the rise of the art market in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, as the increasing circulation of pic-
tures and the democratization of the viewing public generated 
the need for a shorthand by which to identify works at a far 
remove from their creation. The spread of literacy both encour-
aged the practice of titling pictures and aroused new anxieties 
about relations between word and image, including fears that 
reading was taking the place of looking. Yeazell demonstrates 
that most titles composed before the nineteenth century were 
the work of middlemen, and even today many artists rely on 
others to name their pictures. A painter who wants a title to 
stick, Yeazell argues, must engage in an act of aggressive 
authorship. She investigates prominent cases, such as David’s 
Oath of the Horatii and works by Turner, Courbet, Whistler, 
Magritte, and Jasper Johns.

Examining Western painting from the Renaissance to the 
present day, Picture Titles sheds new light on the ways that we 
interpret and appreciate visual art.

Ruth Bernard Yeazell is the Chace Family Professor of English 
and director of the Lewis Walpole Library at Yale University. 
Her books include Harems of the Mind: Passages of Western Art 
and Literature and Art of the Everyday: Dutch Painting and the 
Realist Novel (Princeton).
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“On Psychological and Visionary Art 
brings to publication a significant lec-
ture by Jung, and provides readers with 
the context to understand Jung’s argu-
ment and its importance. The lecture is 
rich in cultural reference and allusion. 
Jung himself described the memoir 
under discussion as being of extraordi-
nary magnitude, and the interpretation 
he offers at this late stage in his intellec-
tual development represents his mature 
system at work.”
—Paul Bishop, author of Analytical Psy-
chology and German Classical Aesthetics

for the first time in English, 
Jung’s landmark lecture on 

Nerval’s hallucinatory memoir

On Psychological 
and Visionary Art

Notes from C. G. Jung’s Lecture on  
Gérard de Nerval’s Aurélia

C. G. Jung
Edited by Craig E. Stephenson

In 1945, at the end of the Second World War and after a long 
illness, C. G. Jung delivered a lecture in Zürich on the French 
Romantic poet Gérard de Nerval. The lecture focused on 
Nerval’s visionary memoir, Aurélia, which the poet wrote in an 
ambivalent attempt to emerge from madness. Published here 
for the first time, Jung’s lecture is both a cautionary psycho-
logical tale and a validation of Nerval’s visionary experience as 
a genuine encounter.

Nerval explored the irrational with lucidity and exquisite 
craft. He privileged the subjective imagination as a way of 
fathoming the divine to reconnect with what the Romantics 
called the life principle. During the years of his greatest 
creativity, he suffered from madness and was institutionalized 
eight times. Contrasting an orthodox psychoanalytic interpre-
tation with his own synthetic approach to the unconscious, 
Jung explains why Nerval was unable to make use of his 
visionary experiences in his own life. At the same time, Jung 
emphasizes the validity of Nerval’s visions, differentiating the 
psychology of a work of art from the psychology of the artist. 
The lecture suggests how Jung’s own experiments with active 
imagination influenced his reading of Nerval’s Aurélia as a 
parallel text to his own Red Book.

With Craig Stephenson’s authoritative introduction, 
Richard Sieburth’s award-winning translation of Aurélia, and 
Alfred Kubin’s haunting illustrations to the text, and featuring 
Jung’s reading marginalia, preliminary notes, and revisions to 
a 1942 lecture, On Psychological and Visionary Art documents 
the stages of Jung’s creative process as he responds to an es-
sential Romantic text.

Craig E. Stephenson is a Jungian analyst in private practice. 
His books include Anteros: A Forgotten Myth and Possession: 
Jung’s Comparative Anatomy of the Psyche.
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“Frequently sparkling with transcen-
dent brilliance, this history of modern 
Ireland is an invaluable collection.”
—J. J. Lee, author of Ireland, 1912–1985

An accessible and innovative look at  
Irish history by some of today’s most  

exciting historians of Ireland

The Princeton History 
of Modern Ireland

Edited by Richard Bourke & 
Ian McBride

This book brings together some of today’s most exciting schol-
ars of Irish history to chart the pivotal events in the history of 
modern Ireland while providing fresh perspectives on topics 
ranging from colonialism and nationalism to political violence, 
famine, emigration, and feminism.

The Princeton History of Modern Ireland takes read-
ers from the Tudor conquest in the sixteenth century to the 
contemporary boom and bust of the Celtic Tiger, exploring 
key political developments as well as major social and cultural 
movements. Contributors describe how the experiences of 
empire and diaspora have determined Ireland’s position in the 
wider world and analyze them alongside domestic changes 
ranging from the Irish language to the economy. They trace the 
literary and intellectual history of Ireland from Jonathan Swift 
to Seamus Heaney and look at important shifts in ideology 
and belief, delving into subjects such as religion, gender, and 
Fenianism.

Presenting the latest cutting-edge scholarship by a new 
generation of historians of Ireland, The Princeton History of 
Modern Ireland features narrative chapters on Irish history fol-
lowed by thematic chapters on key topics. The book highlights 
the global reach of the Irish experience as well as commonali-
ties shared across Europe, and brings vividly to life an Irish 
past shaped by conquest, plantation, assimilation, revolution, 
and partition.

Richard Bourke is professor in the history of political thought 
at Queen Mary University of London. His books include 
Peace in Ireland: The War of Ideas. Ian McBride is professor of 
Irish and British history at King’s College London. His books 
include Eighteenth-Century Ireland: The Isle of Slaves.
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A first look at gunpowder’s revolutionary 
impact on China’s role in global history

“This is a marvelous book and one of the 
most enjoyable works of military history, 
Chinese history, and East/West compari-
son that I have read in years. The reader 
learns many wonderful things, from the 
impressive history of early gunpowder 
weapons in China to China’s ability to 
consistently defeat European expeditions 
in the 1600s. Andrade makes an original 
and vitally important contribution to 
debates about these fields and subjects.”
—Jack Goldstone, author of Why 
Europe? The Rise of the West in World 
History, 1500–1850

The Gunpowder Age
China, Military Innovation, and 

the Rise of the West in World History

Tonio Andrade

The Chinese invented gunpowder and began exploring its 
military uses as early as the 900s, four centuries before the 
technology passed to the West. But by the early 1800s, China 
had fallen so far behind the West in gunpowder warfare that 
it was easily defeated by Britain in the Opium War of 1839–42. 
What happened? In The Gunpowder Age, Tonio Andrade offers 
a compelling new answer, opening a fresh perspective on a 
key question of world history: why did the countries of western 
Europe surge to global importance starting in the 1500s while 
China slipped behind?

Historians have long argued that gunpowder weap-
ons helped Europeans establish global hegemony. Yet the 
inhabitants of what is today China not only invented guns 
and bombs but also, Andrade shows, continued to innovate 
in gunpowder technology through the early 1700s—much 
longer than previously thought. Why, then, did China become 
so vulnerable? Andrade argues that one significant reason is 
that it was out of practice fighting wars, having enjoyed nearly 
a century of relative peace, since 1760. Indeed, he demon-
strates that China—like Europe—was a powerful military 
innovator, particularly during times of great warfare, such as 
the violent century starting after the Opium War, when the 
Chinese once again quickly modernized their forces. Today, 
China is simply returning to its old position as one of the 
world’s great military powers.

By showing that China’s military dynamism was deeper, 
longer lasting, and more quickly recovered than previously 
understood, The Gunpowder Age challenges long-standing 
explanations of the so-called Great Divergence between the 
West and Asia.

Tonio Andrade is professor of history at Emory University 
and the author of Lost Colony: The Untold Story of China’s 
First Great Victory over the West (Princeton) and How Taiwan 
Became Chinese.
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“This book successfully sheds new 
light on the Progressive Era and on the 
professionalization of economics in 
America. Deeply researched, it advances 
our understanding of this important 
period in American and social history.”
—Steven G. Medema, University of 
Colorado Denver

The pivotal and troubling role of  
Progressive-Era economics in the shaping  

of modern American liberalism

Illiberal Reformers
Race, Eugenics, and American Economics  

in the Progressive Era

Thomas C. Leonard 

In Illiberal Reformers, Thomas Leonard reexamines the eco-
nomic progressives whose ideas and reform agenda under-
wrote the Progressive Era dismantling of laissez-faire and the 
creation of the regulatory welfare state, which, they believed, 
would humanize and rationalize industrial capitalism. But not 
for all. 

Academic social scientists such as Richard T. Ely, John R. 
Commons, and Edward A. Ross, together with their reform al-
lies in social work, charity, journalism, and law, played a pivotal 
role in establishing minimum-wage and maximum-hours laws, 
workmen’s compensation, progressive income taxes, antitrust 
regulation, and other hallmarks of the regulatory welfare state. 
But even as they offered uplift to some, economic progres-
sives advocated exclusion for others, and did both in the name 
of progress. 

Leonard meticulously reconstructs the influence of Dar-
winism, racial science, and eugenics on scholars and activists 
of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, revealing 
a reform community deeply ambivalent about America’s poor. 
Economic progressives championed labor legislation because 
it would lift up the deserving poor while excluding immigrants, 
African Americans, women, and "mental defectives," whom 
they vilified as low-wage threats to the American workingman 
and to Anglo-Saxon race integrity. 

Economic progressives rejected property and contract 
rights as illegitimate barriers to needed reforms. But their 
disregard for civil liberties extended much further. Illiberal 
Reformers shows that the intellectual champions of the regula-
tory welfare state proposed using it not to help those they 
portrayed as hereditary inferiors, but to exclude them. 

Thomas C. Leonard is research scholar in the Council of the 
Humanities at Princeton University, where he is also lecturer 
in the Department of Economics.
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“This book provides an up-to-date guide 
to the entire range and breadth of Adam 
Smith’s work, life, and influence. It 
weaves across disciplines and genres, 
providing a compendious account and 
covering all possible bases.”
—Duncan Kelly, author of The Propriety 
of Liberty

The essential guide to the life, 
thought, and legacy of Adam Smith

Adam Smith
His Life, Thought, and Legacy

Edited by Ryan Patrick Hanley

Adam Smith (1723–90) is perhaps best known as one of the 
first champions of the free market and is widely regarded as 
the founding father of capitalism. From his ideas about the 
promise and pitfalls of globalization to his steadfast belief 
in the preservation of human dignity, his work is as relevant 
today as it was in the eighteenth century. Here, Ryan Hanley 
brings together some of the world’s finest scholars from 
across a variety of disciplines to offer new perspectives on 
Smith’s life, thought, and enduring legacy.

Contributors provide succinct and accessible discussions 
of Smith’s landmark works and the historical context in which 
he wrote them, the core concepts of Smith’s social vision, and 
the lasting impact of Smith’s ideas in both academia and the 
broader world. They reveal other sides of Smith beyond the 
familiar portrayal of him as the author of the invisible hand, 
emphasizing his deep interests in such fields as rhetoric, eth-
ics, and jurisprudence. Smith emerges not just as a champion 
of free markets but also as a thinker whose unique perspective 
encompasses broader commitments to virtue, justice, equal-
ity, and freedom.

An essential introduction to Adam Smith’s life and work, 
this incisive and thought-provoking book features contri-
butions from leading figures such as Nicholas Phillipson, 
Amartya Sen, and John C. Bogle. It demonstrates how Smith’s 
timeless insights speak to contemporary concerns such as 
growth in the developing world and the future of free trade, 
and how his influence extends to fields ranging from literature 
and philosophy to religion and law.

Ryan Patrick Hanley is Mellon Distinguished Professor of 
Political Science at Marquette University. He is the author of 
Adam Smith and the Character of Virtue and the editor of the 
Penguin Classics edition of Adam Smith’s The Theory of Moral 
Sentiments.
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“Greenstein has written one of the most 
important books available about how 
the Internet came into existence, com-
mercialized, and became so important 
in American life. It will be the standard 
work on the subject for many years. It is 
also a great read.”
—James W. Cortada, author of The 
Essential Manager: How to Thrive in the 
Global Information Jungle

The story of how the Internet 
was transformed into the 

commercial engine it is today

How the Internet  
Became Commercial

Innovation, Privatization, and the Birth of a New Network

Shane Greenstein

In less than a decade, the Internet went from being a series 
of loosely connected networks used by universities and the 
military to the powerful commercial engine it is today. This 
book describes how many of the key innovations that made 
this possible came from entrepreneurs and iconoclasts who 
were outside the mainstream—and how the commercializa-
tion of the Internet was by no means a foregone conclusion 
at its outset.

Shane Greenstein traces the evolution of the Internet 
from government ownership to privatization to the com-
mercial Internet we know today. This is a story of innovation 
from the edges. Greenstein shows how mainstream service 
providers that had traditionally been leaders in the old-market 
economy became threatened by innovations from industry 
outsiders who saw economic opportunities where others 
didn’t—and how these mainstream firms had no choice but 
to innovate themselves. New models were tried: some suc-
ceeded, some failed. Commercial markets turned innovations 
into valuable products and services as the Internet evolved 
in those markets. New business processes had to be created 
from scratch as a network originally intended for research and 
military defense had to deal with network interconnectivity, 
the needs of commercial users, and a host of challenges with 
implementing innovative new services.

How the Internet Became Commercial demonstrates how, 
without any central authority, a unique and vibrant interplay 
between government and private industry transformed the 
Internet.

Shane Greenstein is the Kellogg Chair in Information Tech-
nology and professor of management and strategy at North-
western University’s Kellogg School of Management, and 
codirector of the program on the economics of digitization at 
the National Bureau of Economic Research. His books include 
Diamonds Are Forever, Computers Are Not and Standards and 
Public Policy.

The Kauffman Foundation Series on  
Innovation and Entrepreneurship
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“Ever since the climax of the financial 
crisis in 2008–09, Hyman Minsky 
has become an iconic point of refer-
ence. Why Minsky Matters renders the 
authentic Minsky accessible to a wide 
readership for the first time. L. Randall 
Wray has a comprehensive grasp of 
Minsky’s thought, and the capacity to 
express it in a compact, highly readable 
fashion. This is a book of rare clarity, 
importance, and usefulness.”
—James K. Galbraith, author of The 
End of Normal: The Great Crisis and the 
Future of Growth

A highly accessible introduction 
to the economist who saw 

the global financial crisis coming

Why Minsky Matters
An Introduction to the Work of a Maverick Economist

L. Randall Wray

Perhaps no economist was more vindicated by the global 
financial crisis than Hyman P. Minsky (1919–96). Although 
a handful of economists raised warnings as early as 2000, 
Minsky’s warnings began a half-century earlier, with writings 
that set out a compelling theory of financial instability. Yet 
even today he remains largely outside mainstream economics; 
few people have a good grasp of his writings, and fewer still 
understand their full importance. Why Minsky Matters makes 
the maverick economist’s critically valuable insights accessible 
to general readers for the first time. L. Randall Wray shows 
that by understanding Minsky we will not only see the next 
crisis coming but we might be able to act quickly enough to 
prevent it.

As Wray explains, Minsky’s most important idea is that 
“stability is destabilizing”: to the degree that the economy 
achieves what looks to be robust and stable growth, it is set-
ting up the conditions in which a crash becomes ever more 
likely. Before the financial crisis, mainstream economists 
pointed to much evidence that the economy was more stable, 
but their predictions were completely wrong because they 
disregarded Minsky’s insight. Wray also introduces Minsky’s 
significant work on money and banking, poverty and un-
employment, and the evolution of capitalism, as well as his 
proposals for reforming the financial system and promoting 
economic stability.

A much-needed introduction to an economist whose 
ideas are more relevant than ever, Why Minsky Matters is 
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand why 
economic crises are becoming more frequent and severe—
and what we can do about it.

L. Randall Wray is professor of economics at the University of 
Missouri, Kansas City, and senior scholar at the Levy Econom-
ics Institute of Bard College. He is the author of many books, 
including Modern Money Theory and Understanding Modern 
Money. He was a student and colleague of Hyman Minsky.
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“Although more people than ever have 
become aware of the Fed in recent 
years, very few actually know what it 
does and how it actually works. This 
book explains the history and laws that 
have shaped the Fed, and provides a 
deep and coherent discussion of the 
notion of Fed independence. It makes a 
significant contribution to our under-
standing of the Federal Reserve and 
central banks.”
—Anat Admati, coauthor of The Bankers’ 
New Clothes

AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE HISTORY, LEADERSHIP, 
AND STRUCTURE OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE BANK

The Power and 
Independence of the 

Federal Reserve 

Peter Conti-Brown

The governing independence of the Federal Reserve is consid-
ered a cornerstone of its identity, crucial for keeping monetary 
policy decisions free of electoral politics. But do we really 
understand the inner workings of this institution’s vaunted 
autonomy? How did this autonomy evolve within the Fed, 
and how does it function? Using scores of examples from the 
Fed’s rich history, The Power and Independence of the Federal 
Reserve shows that much common wisdom about the nation’s 
central bank is inaccurate. Legal scholar and financial historian 
Peter Conti-Brown provides an in-depth look at the Fed’s 
place in government, its internal governance practices, and its 
relationships to such individuals and groups as the president, 
Congress, economists, and bankers. 

Exploring how the Fed regulates the global economy and 
handles its own internal politics, and how the law does—and 
does not—define the Fed’s power, Conti-Brown captures the 
central bank’s defining complexities. He examines the founda-
tions of the Federal Reserve Act of 1913, which established 
the central bank, and the ways that subsequent amendments 
redefined the organization. Challenging the notion that the Fed 
Chair controls the organization, he explains how institutions 
and individuals—within and outside of government—shape 
Fed policy. Conti-Brown demonstrates that the evolving mis-
sion of the Fed—including systemic risk regulation, wider bank 
supervision, and oversight of payment systems—requires a 
reevaluation of its role and responsibilities.  

Investigating how the Fed influences and is influenced by 
our economy and society, The Power and Independence of the 
Federal Reserve offers a clear picture of the ends and means of 
central banking.

Peter Conti-Brown is assistant professor of legal studies and 
business ethics at the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. He is the coeditor of When States Go Broke.
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WHY THE DOLLAR WILL REMAIN 
THE WORLD’S MOST POWERFUL CURRENCY

“In Currency Power, Benjamin Cohen 
addresses the potential for other curren-
cies to rival the U.S. dollar’s dominant 
position in the international monetary 
system. Cohen has spent a career 
exploring the politics of international 
monetary relations and he knows the lit-
erature inside and out. The culmination 
of a life’s work, this is the best book on 
the topic available.”
—J. Lawrence Broz, University of  
California, San Diego

Currency Power
Understanding Monetary Rivalry

Benjamin J. Cohen

Monetary rivalry is a fact of life in the world economy. Intense 
competition between international currencies like the U.S. 
dollar, Europe’s euro, and the Chinese yuan is profoundly 
political, going to the heart of the global balance of power. But 
what exactly is the relationship between currency and power, 
and what does it portend for the geopolitical standing of the 
United States, Europe, and China? Popular opinion holds that 
the days of the dollar, long the world’s dominant currency, are 
numbered. By contrast, Currency Power argues that the cur-
rent monetary rivalry still greatly favors America’s greenback. 
Benjamin Cohen shows why neither the euro nor the yuan will 
supplant the dollar at the top of the global currency hierarchy.

Cohen presents an innovative analysis of currency power 
and emphasizes the importance of separating out the various 
roles that international money might have. After systematically 
exploring the links between currency internationalization and 
state power, Cohen turns to the state of play among today’s 
top currencies. The greenback, he contends, is the “indispens-
able currency”—the one that the world can’t do without. Only 
the dollar is backed by all the economic and political resources 
that make a currency powerful. Meanwhile, the euro is severely 
handicapped by structural defects in the design of its gover-
nance mechanisms, and the yuan suffers from various practi-
cal limitations in both finance and politics.

Contrary to today’s growing opinion, Currency Power 
demonstrates that the dollar will continue to be the leading 
global currency for some time to come.

Benjamin J. Cohen is the Louis G. Lancaster Professor of 
International Political Economy at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara. His many books include The Future of Money 
and International Political Economy: An Intellectual History 
(both Princeton).
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How New York intellectuals  
interpreted and wrote about 

Castro’s revolution in the 1960s

“This is an enlightening and brilliantly 
written book. Rojas shows how left-
ist intellectuals in America who were 
initially sympathetic to the Cuban 
Revolution became divided as it took 
on a Marxist-Leninist perspective, and 
divided again when Castro aligned with 
the Soviets. I know of no other book on 
the subject that covers so wide a range 
of intellectuals and activists.”
—Stanley Aronowitz, author of Taking 
It Big: C. Wright Mills and the Making of 
Political Intellectuals

Fighting over Fidel
The New York Intellectuals and the Cuban Revolution

Rafael Rojas
Translated by Carl Good

New York in the 1960s was a hotbed for progressive causes of 
every stripe, including women’s liberation, civil rights, opposi-
tion to the Vietnam War—and the Cuban Revolution. Fight-
ing over Fidel brings this turbulent cultural moment to life by 
telling the story of the New York intellectuals who championed 
and opposed Castro’s revolution.

Setting his narrative against the backdrop of the ideologi-
cal confrontation of the Cold War and the breakdown of rela-
tions between Washington and Havana, Rafael Rojas examines 
the lives and writings of such figures as Waldo Frank, Carleton 
Beals, C. Wright Mills, Allen Ginsberg, Susan Sontag, Norman 
Mailer, Eldridge Cleaver, Stokely Carmichael, and Jose Yglesias. 
He describes how Castro’s Cuba was hotly debated in publica-
tions such as the New York Times, Village Voice, Monthly Re-
view, and Dissent, and how Cuban socialism became a rallying 
cry for groups such as the Beats, the Black Panthers, and the 
Hispanic Left.

Fighting over Fidel shows how intellectuals in New York 
interpreted and wrote about the Cuban experience, and how 
the Left’s enthusiastic embrace of Castro’s revolution ended in 
bitter disappointment by the close of the explosive decade of 
the 1960s.

Rafael Rojas is professor at the Center for Research and Teach-
ing in Economics in Mexico City. He is one of Cuba’s most 
distinguished cultural critics and a renowned scholar of Latin 
American history.

DECEMBER

Cloth  $35.00S
978-0-691-16951-4 

304 pages. 21 halftones. 6 x 9.

HISTORY



press.princeton.edu

	A cademic Trade  49	

press.princeton.edu

“This outstanding book takes up a large 
and absorbing story: Louisiana’s incor-
poration into the American Union as a 
constitutional equal with other states. 
Faber untangles this intricate history 
with admirable clarity and lots of good 
judgment. In his sensitive hands a cast 
of characters ranging from Spanish dons 
and creole warhorses to American new-
comers comes to life. Building the Land 
of Dreams is a fine work of distinction.”
—Lawrence N. Powell, Tulane University

THE HISTORY OF NEW ORLEANS 
AT THE TURN OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Building the 
Land of Dreams

New Orleans and the Transformation of Early America

Eberhard L. Faber

In 1795, New Orleans was a sleepy outpost at the edge of 
Spain’s American empire. By the 1820s, it was teeming with 
life, its levees packed with cotton and sugar. New Orleans had 
become the unquestioned urban capital of the antebellum 
South. Looking at this remarkable period filled with ideological 
struggle, class politics, and powerful personalities, Building 
the Land of Dreams is the narrative biography of a fascinating 
city at the most crucial turning point in its history.

Eberhard Faber tells the vivid story of how American 
rule forced New Orleans through a vast transition: from 
the ordered colonial world of hierarchy and subordination 
to the fluid, unpredictable chaos of democratic capitalism. 
The change in authority, from imperial Spain to Jeffersonian 
America, transformed everything. As the city’s diverse people 
struggled over the terms of the transition, they built the 
foundations of a dynamic, contentious hybrid metropolis. 
Faber describes the vital individuals who played a role in New 
Orleans history: from the wealthy creole planters who dreaded 
the influx of revolutionary ideas, to the American arrivistes 
who combined idealistic visions of a new republican society 
with selfish dreams of quick plantation fortunes, to Thomas 
Jefferson himself, whose powerful democratic vision for 
Louisiana eventually conflicted with his equally strong sense of 
realpolitik and desire to strengthen the American union.

Revealing how New Orleans was formed by America’s 
greatest impulses and ambitions, Building the Land of 
Dreams is an inspired exploration of one of the world’s most 
iconic cities.

Eberhard L. Faber teaches history and music industry stud-
ies at Loyola University, New Orleans. Previously, he spent 
twelve years leading the New York-based rock band God 
Street Wine. He blogs on New Orleans history and other 
topics at www.crescentcityconfidential.com.

NOVEMBER

Cloth  $35.00S 
978-0-691-16689-6

480 pages. 18 halftones. 2 tables. 6 x 9.

AMERICAN HISTORY



press.princeton.edu

	 50  Academic Trade  	

“In this stunning book, Mahmood calls 
into question a good deal of the received 
wisdom about secularism and the divi-
sions between East and West. Religious 
Difference in a Secular Age is original, 
pathbreaking, and important.”
—Joan Wallach Scott, author of The 
Politics of the Veil

How secular governance 
in the Middle East is making life worse— 

not better—for religious minorities

Religious Difference 
in a Secular Age

A Minority Report

Saba Mahmood

The plight of religious minorities in the Middle East is often at-
tributed to the failure of secularism to take root in the region. 
Religious Difference in a Secular Age challenges this assess-
ment by examining four cornerstones of secularism—political 
and civil equality, minority rights, religious freedom, and the 
legal separation of private and public domains.

Drawing on her extensive fieldwork in Egypt with Coptic 
Orthodox Christians and Bahais—religious minorities in a 
predominantly Muslim country—Saba Mahmood shows how 
modern secular governance has exacerbated religious ten-
sions and inequalities rather than reduced them. Tracing the 
historical career of secular legal concepts in the colonial and 
postcolonial Middle East, she explores how contradictions 
at the very heart of political secularism have aggravated and 
amplified existing forms of Islamic hierarchy, bringing minor-
ity relations in Egypt to a new historical impasse. Through a 
close examination of Egyptian court cases and constitutional 
debates about minority rights, conflicts around family law, 
and controversies over freedom of expression, Mahmood 
invites us to reflect on the entwined histories of secularism in 
the Middle East and Europe.

A provocative work of scholarship, Religious Difference in 
a Secular Age challenges us to rethink the promise and limits 
of the secular ideal of religious equality.

Saba Mahmood is professor of anthropology at the University 
of California, Berkeley. She is the author of Politics of Piety: 
The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject (Princeton) and 
the coauthor of Is Critique Secular?: Blasphemy, Injury, and 
Free Speech.
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“Scientists and artists know that the way 
to handle an immense topic is often 
through close attention to a small aspect 
of it, revealing the whole through the 
part. So through close, indeed loving, 
attention to a certain fascinating mush-
room, the matsutake, Anna Lowen-
haupt Tsing discusses how the whole 
immense crisis of ecology came about 
and why it continues. I’m very grateful 
to have this book as a guide through the 
coming years.”
—Ursula K. Le Guin

WHAT A RARE MUSHROOM CAN TEACH US 
ABOUT SUSTAINING LIFE ON A FRAGILE PLANET

The Mushroom at the  
End of the World

On the Possibility of Life in Capitalist Ruins

Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing

Matsutake is the most valuable mushroom in the world—and a 
weed that grows in human-disturbed forests across the north-
ern hemisphere. Through its ability to nurture trees, matsutake 
helps forests to grow in daunting places. It is also an edible 
delicacy in Japan, where it sometimes commands astronomi-
cal prices. In all its contradictions, matsutake offers insights 
into areas far beyond just mushrooms and addresses a crucial 
question: what manages to live in the ruins we have made?   

A tale of diversity within our damaged landscapes, The 
Mushroom at the End of the World follows one of the strang-
est commodity chains of our times to explore the unexpected 
corners of capitalism. Here, we witness the varied and peculiar 
worlds of matsutake commerce: the worlds of Japanese 
gourmets, capitalist traders, Hmong jungle fighters, industrial 
forests, Yi Chinese goat herders, Finnish nature guides, and 
more. These companions also lead us into fungal ecologies 
and forest histories to better understand the promise of co-
habitation in a time of massive human destruction. 

By investigating one of the world’s most sought-after 
fungi, The Mushroom at the End of the World presents an origi-
nal examination into the relation between capitalist destruc-
tion and collaborative survival within multispecies landscapes, 
the prerequisite for continuing life on earth.

Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing is professor of anthropology at the 
University of California, Santa Cruz, and a Niels Bohr Profes-
sor at Aarhus University in Denmark, where she codirects 
Aarhus University Research on the Anthropocene (AURA). 
She is the author of Friction and In the Realm of the Diamond 
Queen (both Princeton).
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“Political Turbulence is an exciting book. 
The authors bring a psychological per-
spective to the analysis of experimental 
results and big data to tell an insightful 
and fresh story about social media and 
collective action dynamics at the indi-
vidual level.”
—Bruce Bimber, author of Information 
and American Democracy: Technology in 
the Evolution of Political Power

How social media is giving rise 
to a chaotic new form of politics

Political Turbulence
How Social Media Shape Collective Action

Helen Margetts, Peter John, 
Scott Hale & Taha Yasseri

As people spend increasing proportions of their daily lives 
using social media, such as Twitter and Facebook, they are 
being invited to support myriad political causes by sharing, 
liking, endorsing, or downloading. Chain reactions caused 
by these tiny acts of participation form a growing part of col-
lective action today, from neighborhood campaigns to global 
political movements. Political Turbulence reveals that, in fact, 
most attempts at collective action online don’t succeed, but 
some give rise to huge mobilizations—even revolutions.

Drawing on large-scale data generated from the Internet 
and real-world events, this book shows how mobilizations that 
succeed are unpredictable, unstable, and often unsustainable. 
To better understand this unruly new force in the political 
world, the authors use experiments that test how social media 
influence citizens deciding whether or not to participate. They 
show how different personality types react to these social 
influences and identify which types of people are willing to 
participate at an early stage in a mobilization when there are 
few supporters or signals of viability. The authors argue that 
pluralism is the model of democracy that is emerging in the 
social media age—not the ordered, organized vision of early 
pluralists, but a chaotic, turbulent form of politics.

This book demonstrates how data science and experi-
mentation with social data can provide a methodological 
toolkit for understanding, shaping, and perhaps even predict-
ing this democratic turbulence.

Helen Margetts is professor of society and the Internet and 
director of the Oxford Internet Institute at the University of 
Oxford. Peter John is professor of political science and public 
policy at University College London. Scott Hale is a data scien-
tist at the Oxford Internet Institute. Taha Yasseri is a research 
fellow in computational social science at the Oxford Internet 
Institute.
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HOW THE NEW DEAL ORDER WAS A UNIQUE 
HISTORICAL MOMENT AND WHAT THIS REVEALS 

ABOUT U.S. POLITICS, ECONOMICS, AND CULTURE

“Linking the past and present in an 
arresting way, Cowie urges us to see 
the New Deal and the postwar liberal 
era not as the rule but as the exception. 
This book will cause both academics and 
the interested public to sit up and take 
notice. I predict that it will become a key 
book in modern American history.” 
—Edward D. Berkowitz, George Wash-
ington University

The Great Exception
The New Deal and the Limits of American Politics

Jefferson Cowie

The New Deal: where does it fit in the big picture of American 
history? What does it mean for us today? What happened 
to the economic equality it once engendered? In The Great 
Exception, Jefferson Cowie provides new answers to these big 
questions. Beginning in the Great Depression and through 
to the 1970s, he argues, the United States built a uniquely 
equitable period that contrasts with the deeper historical pat-
terns of American political practice, economic structure, and 
cultural outlook. 

 During those exceptional decades, which Cowie situates 
in the long arc of American history, the government used its 
considerable resources on behalf of working Americans in 
ways that it had not before and has not since. The crises of the 
Depression and World War II forced realignments of American 
politics and class relations, but these changes were less a per-
manent triumph of the welfare state than the product of a tem-
porary cessation of enduring tensions involving race, immigra-
tion, culture, class, and individualism. Against this backdrop, 
Cowie shows how any renewed American battle for collective 
economic rights needs to build on an understanding of how 
the New Deal was won—and how it ultimately succumbed to 
contrasting patterns ingrained in U.S. history. As positive as 
the era of Roosevelt was in creating a more equitable society, 
Cowie suggests that the New Deal may necessarily belong 
more to the past than the future of American politics.  

Anyone who wants to come to terms with the politics of 
inequality in U.S. history will need to read The Great Exception. 

Jefferson Cowie holds the ILR Dean’s Professor Chair at 
Cornell University, where he teaches history. He is the author 
of Capital Moves: RCA’s Seventy-Year Quest for Cheap Labor 
and Stayin’ Alive: The 1970s and the Last Days of the Working 
Class. His work has also appeared in such publications as the 
New York Times, the New Republic, and the Chronicle of Higher 
Education.

Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America
William Chafe, Gary Gerstle, Linda Gordon, and Julian Zelizer, Series Editors
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“This eminently readable translation of 
a neglected and important work is a ma-
jor contribution to scholarship, beauti-
fully framed by the introduction and the 
book’s other features. Taken together, 
they provide almost a reference work on 
premodern Ethiopia, full of rich byways 
through which we are led with erudition 
and clarity.”
—Samantha Kelly, Rutgers University

The first English translation of 
the earliest book-length biography 

of an African woman

The Life and Struggles  
of Our Mother  
Walatta Petros

A Seventeenth-Century African Biography  
of an Ethiopian Woman

Translated and edited by 
Wendy Laura Belcher & 

Michael Kleiner
Written by Galawdewos

This is the first English translation of the earliest-known 
book-length biography of an African woman, and one of the 
few lives of an African woman written by Africans before 
the nineteenth century. As such, it provides an exceedingly 
rare and valuable picture of the experiences and thoughts of 
Africans, especially women, before the modern era. It is also 
an extraordinary account of a remarkable life—full of vivid 
dialogue, heartbreak, and triumph.

The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros 
(1672) tells the story of an Ethiopian saint who led a successful 
nonviolent movement to preserve African Christian beliefs in 
the face of European protocolonialism. When the Jesuits tried 
to convert the Ethiopians from their ancient form of Christian-
ity, Walatta Petros (1592–1642), a noblewoman and the wife of 
one of the emperor’s counselors, risked her life by leaving her 
husband, who supported the conversion effort, and leading the 
struggle against the Jesuits. After her death, her disciples wrote 
this book, praising her as a friend of women, a devoted reader, 
a skilled preacher, and a radical leader. One of the earliest 
stories of African resistance to European influence, this biogra-
phy also provides a picture of domestic life, including Walatta 
Petros’s life-long relationship with a female companion.

Richly illustrated with dozens of color illustrations from 
early manuscripts, this groundbreaking volume provides an 
authoritative and highly readable translation along with an 
extensive introduction. Other features include a chronology 
of Walatta Petros’s life, maps, a comprehensive glossary, and 
detailed notes on textual variants.

Wendy Laura Belcher is associate professor in the Department 
of Comparative Literature and the Center for African American 
Studies at Princeton University. She is the author of Abyssinia’s 
Samuel Johnson and Honey from the Lion: An African Journey. 
Michael Kleiner is a historian of Ethiopia and a translator. 
He has taught at the universities of Göttingen, Marburg, and 
Hamburg, as well as at Addis Ababa University.
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A more complete picture of how  
procreation and childlessness  

are depicted in the Bible

“Moss and Baden do a wonderful job of 
showing that infertility in the Bible is 
not just a medical description but also 
a cultural idea arising from a complex 
mixture of expectations and discourses 
about age, gender, patriotism, econom-
ics, politics, and religion. Reconceiving 
Infertility is an important and exciting 
contribution to the growing list of books 
on disability in biblical studies.”
—Jeremy Schipper, author of Disability 
and Isaiah’s Suffering Servant

Reconceiving Infertility
Biblical Perspectives on Procreation and Childlessness

Candida R. Moss & Joel S. Baden

In the Book of Genesis, the first words God speaks to human-
ity are “Be fruitful and multiply.” From ancient times to today, 
these words have been understood as a divine command 
to procreate. Fertility is viewed as a sign of blessedness and 
moral uprightness, while infertility is associated with sin and 
moral failing. Reconceiving Infertility explores and complicates 
traditional interpretations such as these, providing a more 
complete picture of how procreation and childlessness are 
depicted in the Bible.

Closely examining texts and themes from both the Hebrew 
Bible and the New Testament, Candida Moss and Joel Baden 
offer vital new perspectives on infertility and the social experi-
ences of the infertile in the biblical tradition. They begin with 
perhaps the most famous stories of infertility in the Bible—
those of the matriarchs Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel—and 
show how the divine injunction in Genesis is both a blessing 
and a curse. Moss and Baden go on to discuss the metaphori-
cal treatments of Israel as a “barren mother,” the conception 
of Jesus, Paul’s writings on family and reproduction, and more. 
They reveal how biblical views on procreation and infertility, 
and the ancient contexts from which they emerged, were more 
diverse than we think.

Reconceiving Infertility demonstrates that the Bible speaks 
in many voices about infertility, and lays a biblical foundation 
for a more supportive religious environment for those suffer-
ing from infertility today.

Candida R. Moss is professor of New Testament and Early 
Christianity at the University of Notre Dame. She is the author 
of Ancient Christian Martyrdom: Diverse Practices, Theologies, 
and Traditions, among other books. Joel S. Baden is professor 
of Hebrew Bible at Yale Divinity School. His books include The 
Composition of the Pentateuch.
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“This is a rare and wonderful book. 
Rougier makes a truly original con-
tribution to the study of the modern 
Middle East.”
—Roger Owen, author of The Rise and 
Fall of Arab Presidents for Life

An unprecedented look at social  
breakdown and Sunni-led jihad 

in northern Lebanon

The Sunni Tragedy 
in the Middle East
Northern Lebanon from al-Qaeda to ISIS

Bernard Rougier

Northern Lebanon is a land in turmoil. Long under the sway 
of the Assad regime in Syria, it is now a magnet for Sunni 
Muslim jihadists inspired by anti-Western and anti-Shi‘i 
worldviews. The Sunni Tragedy in the Middle East describes 
in harrowing detail the struggle led by an active minority of 
jihadist militants, some claiming allegiance to ISIS, to seize 
control of Islam and impose its rule over the region’s Sunni 
Arab population.

Bernard Rougier introduces us to men with links to the 
mujahideen in Afghanistan, the Sunni resistance in Iraq, 
al-Qaeda, and ISIS. He describes how they aspire to replace 
north Lebanon’s Sunni elites, who have been attacked and 
discredited by neighboring powers and jihadists alike, and ex-
plains how they have successfully positioned themselves as 
the local Sunni population’s most credible defender against 
powerful external enemies—such as Iran and the Shi‘i militia 
group Hezbollah. He sheds new light on the methods and 
actions of the jihadists, their internal debates, and their 
evolving political agenda over the past decade.

This riveting book is based on more than a decade of re-
search, more than one hundred in-depth interviews with play-
ers at all levels, and Rougier’s extraordinary access to original 
source material. Written by one of the world’s leading experts 
on jihadism, The Sunni Tragedy in the Middle East provides 
timely insight into the social, political, and religious life of this 
dangerous and strategically critical region of the Middle East.

Bernard Rougier is assistant professor of political science at 
the University of Auvergne and Sciences Po, Paris. He is the 
author of Everyday Jihad: The Rise of Militant Islam among 
Palestinians in Lebanon.

Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics
Dale F. Eickelman and Augustus Richard Norton, Series Editors
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“This book seeks to offer nothing short 
of a new way of looking at Islam, and 
it succeeds admirably at so doing. It is 
rare to find a scholar who can combine 
the deep textual scholarship that is a 
hallmark of this work with an ability to 
engage with issues of theory and method 
as they arise not just in the study of Is-
lam but, more broadly, in that of religion 
and culture. The result is a study that is 
illuminating from beginning to end.”
—Muhammad Qasim Zaman, Princeton 
University

A bold new conceptualization 
of Islam that reflects its 

contradictions and rich diversity

What Is Islam?
The Importance of Being Islamic

Shahab Ahmed

What is Islam? How do we grasp a human and historical 
phenomenon characterized by such variety and contradic-
tion? What is “Islamic” about Islamic philosophy or Islamic 
art? Should we speak of Islam or of islams? Should we dis-
tinguish the Islamic (the religious) from the Islamicate (the 
cultural)? Or should we abandon “Islamic” altogether as an 
analytical term?

In What Is Islam?, Shahab Ahmed presents a bold new 
conceptualization of Islam that challenges dominant under-
standings grounded in the categories of “religion” and “cul-
ture” or that privilege law and scripture. He argues that these 
modes of thinking obstruct us from understanding Islam, 
distorting it, diminishing it, and rendering it incoherent.

What Is Islam? formulates a new conceptual language for 
analyzing Islam. It presents a new paradigm of how Muslims 
have historically understood divine revelation—one that en-
ables us to understand how and why Muslims through history 
have embraced values such as exploration, ambiguity, aestheti-
cization, polyvalence, and relativism, as well as practices such 
as figural art, music, and even wine drinking as Islamic. It also 
puts forward a new understanding of the historical constitu-
tion of Islamic law and its relationship to philosophical ethics 
and political theory.

A book that is certain to provoke debate and significantly 
alter our understanding of Islam, What Is Islam? reveals how 
Muslims have historically conceived of and lived with Islam as 
norms and truths that are, at once, contradictory yet coherent.

Shahab Ahmed is lecturer on law and research fellow in Is-
lamic legal studies at Harvard Law School.
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“With Ethical Life, Webb Keane con-
firms his place as one of anthropology’s 
most gifted thinkers. The scope of this 
book is phenomenal, ranging over a 
host of disciplines and debates with eru-
dition. Ethical Life provides a new model 
for what bold anthropology can achieve, 
bringing us back to the difficult ques-
tion of how to understand the natural 
and social histories of humankind—a 
question that many of us have simply 
been too timid to ask.”
—Matthew Engelke, London School 
of Economics

An entirely new approach to  
understanding ethical and moral life

Ethical Life
Its Natural and Social Histories

Webb Keane

The human propensity to take an ethical stance toward 
oneself and others is found in every known society, yet we 
also know that values taken for granted in one society can 
contradict those in another. Does ethical life arise from 
human nature itself? Is it a universal human trait? Or is it a 
product of one’s cultural and historical context? Webb Keane 
offers a new approach to the empirical study of ethical life 
that reconciles these questions, showing how ethics arise at 
the intersection of human biology and social dynamics.

Drawing on the latest findings in psychology, conver-
sational interaction, ethnography, and history, Ethical Life 
takes readers from inner city America to Samoa and the 
Inuit Arctic to reveal how we are creatures of our biology as 
well as our history—and how our ethical lives are contingent 
on both. Keane looks at Melanesian theories of mind and 
the training of Buddhist monks, and discusses important 
social causes such as the British abolitionist movement and 
American feminism. He explores how styles of child rearing, 
notions of the person, and moral codes in different com-
munities elaborate on certain basic human tendencies while 
suppressing or ignoring others.

Certain to provoke debate, Ethical Life presents an 
entirely new way of thinking about ethics, morals, and the 
factors that shape them.

Webb Keane is the George Herbert Mead Collegiate Profes-
sor of Anthropology at the University of Michigan. He is the 
author of Christian Moderns: Freedom and Fetish in the Mis-
sion Encounter and Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards 
of Representation in an Indonesian Society.
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“This is not just an extraordinarily 
important and beautifully rendered 
translation, but a magisterial work of 
scholarship. The long-awaited second 
volume, which includes the political 
writings and later letters, is especially 
welcome. Curley’s edition of Spinoza’s 
writings will, and should, remain the 
standard text of Spinoza in English for 
generations to come.”
—Steven Nadler, author of A Book 
Forged in Hell: Spinoza’s Scandalous 
Treatise and the Birth of the Secular Age

The second and final volume of 
the most authoritative english-language 

edition of Spinoza’s writings

The Collected Works 
of Spinoza

Volume II

Benedictus de Spinoza
Edited and translated by Edwin Curley

The Collected Works of Spinoza provides, for the first time in 
English, a truly satisfactory edition of all of Spinoza’s writings, 
with accurate and readable translations, based on the best crit-
ical editions of the original-language texts, done by a scholar 
who has published extensively on the philosopher’s work.

The centerpiece of this second volume is Spinoza’s 
Theological-Political Treatise, a landmark work in the history 
of biblical scholarship, the first argument for democracy 
by a major philosopher, and a forceful defense of freedom 
of thought and expression. This work is accompanied by 
Spinoza’s later correspondence, much of which responds to 
criticism of the Theological-Political Treatise. The volume also 
includes his last work, the unfinished Political Treatise, which 
builds on the foundations of the Theological-Political Treatise 
to offer plans for the organization of nontyrannical monar-
chies and aristocracies.

The elaborate editorial apparatus—including prefaces, 
notes, glossary, and indexes—assists the reader in under-
standing one of the world’s most fascinating, but also most 
difficult, philosophers. Of particular interest is the glossary-
index, which provides extensive commentary on Spinoza’s 
technical vocabulary.

A milestone of scholarship more than forty-five years in 
the making, The Collected Works of Spinoza is an essential 
edition for anyone with a serious interest in Spinoza or the 
history of philosophy.

Edwin Curley is professor emeritus of philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. His books include A Spinoza Reader, Be-
hind the Geometrical Method: A Reading of Spinoza’s “Ethics,” 
and Spinoza’s Metaphysics. He is also the author of Descartes 
Against the Skeptics and the editor of an edition of Hobbes’s 
Leviathan. He is a member of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences.
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“With a keen sociological eye (and, as 
relevant, sense of smell), David Grazian 
reveals the habits, aspirations, and curi-
ous social organization of the human 
species. In this book, Grazian closely 
examines what captures us as well as 
what we capture, feed, display, love, and 
kill—in zoos and beyond.”
—Harvey Molotch, author of Against 
Security

A close-up look at the contradictions  
and wonders of the modern zoo

American Zoo
A Sociological Safari

David Grazian

Orangutans swing from Kevlar-lined fire hoses. Giraffes feast 
on celebratory birthday cakes topped with carrots instead of 
candles. Hi-tech dinosaur robots growl among steel trees, 
while owls watch animated cartoons on old television sets. In 
American Zoo, sociologist David Grazian takes us on a safari 
through the contemporary zoo, alive with its many contradic-
tions and strange wonders. 

Trading in his tweed jacket for a zoo uniform and a pair 
of muddy work boots, Grazian introduces us to zookeepers 
and animal rights activists, parents and toddlers, and the 
other human primates that make up the zoo’s social world. He 
shows that in a major shift away from their unfortunate pasts, 
American zoos today emphasize naturalistic exhibits teeming 
with lush and immersive landscapes, breeding programs for 
endangered animals, and enrichment activities for their cap-
tive creatures. In doing so, zoos blur the imaginary boundar-
ies we regularly use to separate culture from nature, humans 
from animals, and civilization from the wild. At the same time, 
zoos manage a wilderness of competing priorities—animal 
care, education, scientific research, and recreation—all while 
attempting to serve as centers for conservation in the wake 
of the current environmental and climate-change crisis. The 
world of the zoo reflects how we project our own prejudices 
and desires onto the animal kingdom, and invest nature with 
meaning and sentiment.

A revealing portrayal of comic animals, delighted chil-
dren, and feisty zookeepers, American Zoo is a remarkable 
close-up exploration of a classic cultural attraction. 

David Grazian is associate professor of sociology at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. He is the author of Blue Chicago: The 
Search for Authenticity in Urban Blues Clubs, On the Make: The 
Hustle of Urban Nightlife, and Mix It Up: Popular Culture, Mass 
Media, and Society. 

SEPTEMBER

Cloth  $35.00S 
978-0-691-16435-9
336 pages. 6 x 9.

SOCIOLOGY z URBAN STUDIES



press.princeton.edu

	A cademic Trade  61	

press.princeton.edu

“Kiran Klaus Patel provides a strikingly 
broad and comprehensive treatment of 
the New Deal and brings a remarkable 
range of global knowledge to bear on the 
subject. An extraordinary mine of infor-
mation, this unique and valuable book 
will be an indispensable reference point 
in future debates over the global 1930s.”
—Daniel T. Rodgers, professor emeritus, 
Princeton University

The first history of 
the New Deal in global context

The New Deal
A Global History

Kiran Klaus Patel

The New Deal: A Global History provides a radically new 
interpretation of a pivotal period in U.S. history. The first 
comprehensive study of the New Deal in a global context, 
the book compares American responses to the international 
crisis of capitalism and democracy during the 1930s to 
responses by other countries around the globe—not just 
in Europe but also in Latin America, Asia, and other parts 
of the world. Work creation, agricultural intervention, state 
planning, immigration policy, the role of mass media, forms 
of political leadership, and new ways of ruling America’s 
colonies—all had parallels elsewhere and unfolded against a 
backdrop of intense global debates.

By avoiding the distortions of American exceptionalism, 
Kiran Klaus Patel shows how America’s reaction to the Great 
Depression connected it to the wider world. Among much 
else, the book explains why the New Deal had enormous 
repercussions on China; why Franklin D. Roosevelt studied the 
welfare schemes of Nazi Germany; and why the New Deal-
ers were fascinated by cooperatives in Sweden—but ignored 
similar schemes in Japan.

Ultimately, Patel argues, the New Deal provided the in-
stitutional scaffolding for the construction of American global 
hegemony in the postwar era, making this history essential 
for understanding both the New Deal and America’s rise to 
global leadership.

Kiran Klaus Patel is the Jean Monnet Professor of European 
and Global History at Maastricht University in the Nether-
lands. His books include Soldiers of Labor: Labor Service in 
Nazi Germany and New Deal America, 1933–1945, and he has 
edited a number of volumes, including The United States and 
Germany during the Twentieth Century.

America in the World
Sven Beckert and Jeremi Suri, Series Editors
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The Princeton Companion 
to Applied Mathematics

Edited by 
Nicholas J. Higham

Mark R. Dennis, Paul Glendinning, Paul A. Martin, 
fadil Santosa & Jared Tanner, associate editors

This is the most authoritative and accessible single-
volume reference book on applied mathematics. featur-
ing numerous entries by leading experts and organized 
thematically, it introduces readers to applied math-
ematics and its uses; explains key concepts; describes 
important equations, laws, and functions; looks at excit-
ing areas of research; covers modeling and simulation; 
explores areas of application; and more.

Modeled on the popular Princeton Companion to 
Mathematics, this volume is an indispensable resource 
for undergraduate and graduate students, researchers, 
and practitioners in other disciplines seeking a user-
friendly reference book on applied mathematics.

u   features nearly 200 entries organized thematically 
and written by an international team of distinguished 
contributors

u   Presents the major ideas and branches of applied 
mathematics in a clear and accessible way

u   Explains important mathematical concepts,
methods, equations, and applications

u   Introduces the language of applied mathematics 
and the goals of applied mathematical research

u   Gives a wide range of examples of mathematical 
modeling

u   Covers continuum mechanics, dynamical systems, 
numerical analysis, discrete and combinatorial
mathematics, mathematical physics, and much more

u   Explores the connections between applied
mathematics and other disciplines

u   Includes suggestions for further reading,
cross-references, and a comprehensive index

Nicholas J. Higham is the Richardson Professor of Applied 
Mathematics at The University of Manchester. Mark R. Dennis 
is professor of theoretical physics at the University of Bristol. 
Paul Glendinning is professor of applied  mathematics at The 
University of Manchester. Paul A. Martin is professor of applied 
mathematics at the Colorado School of Mines. Fadil Santosa is 
professor of mathematics at the University of Minnesota.
Jared Tanner is professor of the mathematics of information at 
the University of Oxford.

“This remarkable volume takes on an 
impossible mission and completes it 
with style, precision, and scholarship. 
Collected here are defi nitive accounts 
of the major topics in modern applied 
mathematics by world leaders on the 
subject. The breadth of topics is enor-
mous. Higham and his collaborators 
have compiled a special source that will 
be invaluable to researchers, students, 
and specialists alike.”
—J. Tinsley oden, university of Texas 
at austin

The musT-have comPendium
on aPPLied maThemaTics
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The ultimate bee book for  
bee enthusiasts and experts alike

“The decline of bees in recent years 
has led to a growing awareness of the 
importance of these insects. The Bees in 
Your Backyard provides a great introduc-
tion to the bees of North America and 
an invaluable aid to anyone learning to 
differentiate the various kinds. I know 
of no other book for general readers that 
describes all the genera to this extent.”
—Sheila Colla, coauthor of Bumble Bees 
of North America: An Identification Guide

The Bees 
in Your Backyard

A Guide to North America’s Bees

Joseph S. Wilson &  
Olivia Messinger Carril

The Bees in Your Backyard provides an engaging 
introduction to the roughly 4,000 different bee species 
found in the United States and Canada, dispelling com-
mon myths about bees while offering essential tips for 
telling them apart in the field.

The book features more than 900 stunning color 
photos of the bees living all around us—in our gardens 
and parks, along nature trails, and in the wild spaces 
between. It describes their natural history, including 
where they live, how they gather food, their role as polli-
nators, and even how to attract them to your own back-
yard. Ideal for amateur naturalists and experts alike, it 
gives detailed accounts of every bee family and genus 
in North America, describing key identification features, 
distributions, diets, nesting habits, and more.

u  �Provides the most comprehensive and accessible 
guide to all bees in the United States and Canada

u  �Features more than 900 full-color photos
u  �Offers helpful identification tips and pointers for 

studying bees
u  �Includes a full chapter on how to attract bees to your 

backyard 

Joseph S. Wilson is assistant professor of biology at Utah 
State University and has been studying bees and wasps for 
more than a decade. Olivia Messinger Carril received her PhD 
in plant biology from Southern Illinois University and has been 
studying bees and the flowers they visit for nearly twenty years.
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Praise for the Offshore Sea Life ID 
Guide: West Coast:

“Filled with concise information and 
accurate illustrations, this terrific field 
guide will be a handy, quick reference 
for the layperson and serious naturalist 
on boat trips off the West Coast of the 
United States. No other useful guides for 
this region deal with both marine mam-
mals and seabirds in the same book.”
—Sophie Webb, coauthor of Field Guide 
to Marine Mammals of the Pacific Coast

THE FIRST COMPACT FIELD GUIDE TO  
OFFSHORE SEA LIFE OF THE EAST COAST

Offshore Sea Life 
ID Guide: East Coast

Steve N.G. Howell &  
Brian L. Sullivan

Two-thirds of our planet lies out of sight of land, just off-
shore beyond the horizon. What wildlife might you see out 
there? This handy guide, designed for quick use on day trips 
off the East Coast, helps you put a name to what you find, 
from whales and dolphins to shearwaters, turtles, and even 
flyingfish. Carefully crafted color plates show species as they 
typically appear at sea, and expert text highlights identifica-
tion features. Essential for anyone heading out on a whale-
watching or birding trip, this guidebook provides a handy 
gateway to the wonders of the ocean.

u  �Over 100 color photos and composite plates
u  �Includes whales, dolphins, birds, sharks, turtles, 

flyingfish, and more
u  �Accessible and informative text reveals what to look for
u  �Great for beginners and experts alike

Steve N.G. Howell is an international bird tour leader with 
WINGS and a research associate at the California Academy 
of Sciences. His other books include Petrels, Albatrosses, and 
Storm-Petrels of North America and The Amazing World of 
Flyingfish (both Princeton). Brian L. Sullivan is eBird program 
codirector and photographic editor for Birds of North America 
Online at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and a coauthor of The 
Crossley ID Guide: Raptors (Princeton). Howell and Sullivan 
are the coauthors of Offshore Sea Life ID Guide: West Coast 
(Princeton).
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How to go from a beginner 
to an expert birder

“This guide is an outstanding refer-
ence and a valuable contribution for 
birders at all levels. The format is 
reader friendly and the illustrations 
are stunning.”
—Wayne Petersen, director of Mass 
Audubon’s Important Bird Area Program

Better Birding
Tips, Tools, and Concepts for the Field

George L. Armistead  
& Brian L. Sullivan

Better Birding reveals the techniques expert bird-
ers use to identify a wide array of bird species in the 
field—quickly and easily. Featuring hundreds of stun-
ning photos and composite plates throughout, this 
book simplifies identification by organizing the birds 
you see into groupings and offering strategies specifi-
cally tailored to each group. Skill building focuses not 
just on traditional elements such as plumage, but 
also on creating a context around each bird, including 
habitat, behavior, and taxonomy—parts so integral to 
every bird’s identity but often glossed over by typical 
field guides. Critical background information is pro-
vided for each group, enabling you to approach bird 
identification with a wide-angle view, using your eyes, 
brain, and binoculars more strategically, resulting in a 
more organized approach to learning birds.

Better Birding puts the thrill of expert bird identi-
fication within your reach.

u  �Reveals the techniques used by expert birders for 
quick and easy identification

u  �Simplifies identification with strategies tailored to 
different groupings of birds

u  �Features hundreds of photos and composite plates 
that illustrate the different techniques

u  �Fosters a wide-angle approach to field birding
u  �Provides a foundation for building stronger 

birding skills

George L. Armistead is events coordinator at the American 
Birding Association and a research associate in the Ornithol-
ogy Department at the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel 
University. He has led birding tours on all seven continents. 
Brian L. Sullivan is eBird program codirector and photographic 
editor for Birds of North America Online at the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. He is the author of numerous papers on bird iden-
tification and the coauthor of The Crossley ID Guide: Raptors 
and Offshore Sea Life ID Guide: West Coast (both Princeton).
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A comprehensive photographic field guide 
to the mammals of britain and ireland

Britain’s Mammals
A Field Guide to the Mammals of Britain and Ireland

Dominic Couzens, Andy Swash, 
Robert Still & Jon L. Dunn

Britain’s Mammals is a comprehensive and beautifully de-
signed photographic field guide to all the mammals recorded 
in Britain and Ireland in recent times—including marine 
mammals, bats and introduced species. The book features 
hundreds of stunning photographs and incorporates invalu-
able tips and suggestions to help you track down and identify 
even the most difficult species.

This easy-to-use book provides an introduction to the 
different types of mammal, and concise species accounts that 
include details of habitat, daily and yearly activity rhythms, feed-
ing behaviour, sounds, breeding biology and general habits. It 
also contains descriptions of key field signs—including tracks, 
scats and nests—that give away the presence of mammals 
even when they are out of sight. In addition, guidance is pro-
vided on ways of studying and observing mammals—including 
small-mammal trapping, bat detecting and whale watching—as 
well as mammal conservation, the law and sources of further 
useful information. Handy and informative, this guide is the 
ideal companion for anyone interested in watching mammals 
in Britain and Ireland.

u  �Covers every species of mammal in Britain and Ireland
u  �Hundreds of superb colour photographs
u  �Descriptions of mammals as you are likely to see them
u  �Helpful tips for identifying tracks and other signs you 

may find in the field
u  �Advice on finding and watching mammals 

Dominic Couzens is one of Britain’s best-known wildlife writ-
ers. His work appears in numerous magazines, including BBC 
Wildlife and BBC Countryfile, and his books include Secret 
Lives of Garden Wildlife. Andy Swash is an ecologist, a wildlife 
photographer and the managing director of WILDGuides. 
Robert Still, the cofounder of WILDGuides, is an ecologist and 
graphic artist and has designed more than thirty of its titles. 
Jon L. Dunn lives in Shetland, UK, working there and abroad 
as a wildlife tour guide and writer. His books include Britain’s 
Sea Mammals (WILDGuides).

Britain’s Wildlife
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The definitive field guide to 
the birds of Botswana

“I found this guide to be of the highest 
quality. The content is well organized and 
well written, the scholarship is sound, 
and the illustrations are excellent.”
—Stephanie J. Tyler, Birdlife Botswana

Birds of Botswana

Peter Hancock &  
Ingrid Weiersbye

Here is the ultimate field guide to Botswana’s stunningly 
diverse birdlife. Covering all 597 species recorded to date, Birds 
of Botswana features more than 1,200 superb color illustra-
tions, detailed species accounts, seasonality and breeding 
bars, and a color distribution map for each species. Drawing 
on the latest regional and national data, the book highlights 
the best birding areas in Botswana, provides helpful tips on 
where and when to see key species, and depicts special races 
and morphs specific to Botswana. This is the first birding 
guide written by a Botswana-based ornithologist and the only 
one dedicated specifically to Botswana.

Portable and easy to use, Birds of Botswana is the essential 
travel companion for anyone visiting this remarkable country.

u  �Covers all 597 species of birds found in Botswana, 
including subspecies and color variants specific to 
Botswana

u  �Features more than 1,200 color illustrations—with 
more than one illustration for species where the sexes 
and ages differ

u  �Includes detailed species accounts, seasonality and 
breeding bars, and color distribution maps

u  �Draws on the latest bird data and the expertise of 
leading birders in Botswana

Peter Hancock is a field biologist whose work as a profes-
sional conservationist has taken him to virtually every corner 
of Botswana over the past twenty-five years. His books 
include Birds of the Okavango and the Chobe Companion. 
Ingrid Weiersbye is a freelance wildlife artist based in South 
Africa. She is the illustrator and coauthor of Roberts Geo-
graphic Variation of Southern African Birds.

Princeton Field Guides

DECEMBER

Paper  $29.95T 
978-0-691-15717-7

400 pages. 1,200+ color illus.  
597 color maps. 5 x 8.

FIELD GUIDES z BIRDS
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press.princeton.edu

The essential field guide to  
South American passerines

“Very easy to flick through and get a 
quick impression of what may be unfa-
miliar families.”
—Birdwatch

“The ideal guide to take on your travels.”
—British Ornithologists’ Union

Birds of South America: 
Passerines

Written and illustrated by  
Ber van Perlo

This comprehensive field guide to the birds of South America 
covers all 1,952 passerine species to be found south of 
Panama, including offshore islands such as Trinidad, the 
Galapagos, and the Falklands, and the islands of the Scotia 
Arc leading to the Antarctic mainland. It features 197 stunning 
color plates and detailed species accounts that describe key 
identification features, habitat, songs, and calls. All plumages 
for each species are illustrated, including males, females, and 
juveniles. This easy-to-use guide is the essential travel com-
panion for experienced birdwatchers and novice birders alike.

u  �Combines a clear format with a wealth of detailed 
information

u  �Features 197 color plates that aid identification
u  �Covers key identification features with information on 

habitat, songs, and calls
u  �Includes a distribution map for each species

Ber van Perlo is the award-winning author and illustrator 
of Birds of Hawaii, New Zealand, and the Central and West 
Pacific; Birds of Eastern Africa; Birds of Southern Africa; Birds 
of Western and Central Africa; and Birds of Mexico and Central 
America (all Princeton).

Princeton Illustrated Checklists

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $29.95T 
978-0-691-16796-1

464 pages. 197 color plates.  
1,952 maps. 5 x 7 1⁄2.

FIELD GUIDES z BIRDS

For sale only in the United States, 
its dependencies, Canada, and the Philippines



Natural History  69

Birdgenie.com

BirdGenie™ 
Backyard Birds  

East & West

Software written by  
Tom Stephenson &  

Stephen Travis Pope

BirdGenie™ is a remarkable app that enables anyone with a 
supported Apple® or Android® smartphone or tablet to identify 
birds in the backyard, at the local park, or on the nature trail—
all with the tap of a button! It’s like Shazam® for nature—just 
hold up your phone, record the bird singing, and BirdGenie 
tells you what bird it is. 

Each regional app contains eighty vocalization types for 
sixty bird species, covering almost all of the birds you are likely 
to encounter. When you hear a singing bird and make a clear 
recording with your smartphone or tablet, BirdGenie identi-
fies the bird if it is an included species, tells you exactly how 
confident it is that the identification is correct, and provides 
audio samples of the bird’s various songs to compare with 
your own recording, as well as color photos, useful informa-
tion, and links to further reading. You can attach comments, 
photos, and other info to your recordings, track your history 
with a convenient log, and easily share everything with friends 
and other users. Even better, no internet connection is needed, 
making BirdGenie accessible everywhere you go.

An incredibly enjoyable app for anyone who wants to 
know what bird they’re listening to, and a perfect tool for 
teaching and learning, BirdGenie takes bird identification to a 
whole new awesome level.

u  �Quickly identify most birds by recording their songs
u  �Look at vivid images of the bird—some in 3-D!
u  �Listen to samples of the bird’s various songs and 

compare them with your recording
u  �Keep a log of all your recordings
u  �Attach comments, photos, and other info to share 

with friends and other users on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Google+

u  �Find out useful details about the bird, such as what 
to feed it

u  �Read further about the bird species on the Web 
through BirdGenie’s recommended links

u  �Browse the built-in 60-species regional catalog to 
learn even more and hear other songs

u  �Use the app anywhere—no internet connection 
required!

Summer 2015

Each Regional App: $2.99
Compatibility: Requires iOS 6.0 or later. Compatible with 
iPhone 4/5/6, iPad, iPad Mini, and iPod Touch. 
Requires Android 4.0 and above. Compatible with most 
common Android phones and tablets.

Shazam® is the registered trademark of Shazam Entertainment Lim-
ited and is not affiliated with Princeton University Press in any way. 
BirdGenie™ is a trademark of Princeton University Press.
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OCTOBER

Paper  $29.95T 
978-0-691-16980-4

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-14745-1

1192 pages. 6 tables. 6 x 9.

WORLD HISTORY z EUROPEAN HISTORY 

Jürgen Osterhammel is professor of modern 
and contemporary history at the University of 
Konstanz. He is the coauthor of Globalization: 
A Short History and a coeditor of A History of 
the World.

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2014

One of Marginal Revolution.com’s 
Best Non-Fiction Books of 2014 

The Transformation 
of the World

A Global History of the Nineteenth Century

Jürgen Osterhammel
Translated by Patrick Camiller

A comprehensive examination of the nineteenth century, The 
Transformation of the World offers a panoramic portrait of a 
world in flux. Jürgen Osterhammel, a scholar who has been 
called the Braudel of the nineteenth century, moves beyond 
conventional Eurocentric and chronological accounts of the era 
to present a sophisticated global history of breathtaking mag-
nitude and towering erudition. From New York to New Delhi, 
from Latin American revolutions to the Taiping Rebellion, 
Osterhammel examines myriad powerful and diverse forces 
that facilitated global change and spearheaded advancement. 
In the context of increased interconnectivity across vast terrain 
and ocean, he provocatively evaluates the changing relation-
ship between humans and nature, the importance of cities, and 
movements that propelled the emergence of new nations. 

“A big book in every sense.”

—Jeffrey Wasserstrom, Wall Street Journal

“Enthralling. . . . [A] work of prodigious scholarship and astonish-

ing authorial stamina . . . it raises the study of global history to a 

new level of academic sophistication and geographical compre-

hensiveness; it abounds with memorable phrases and aphorisms 

. . . and it offers wise and original insights.”

—David Cannadine, Financial Times

“Jürgen Osterhammel’s fine book is anything but a linear recita-

tion of events. Instead, it swoops, shimmies and carves ellipses and 

spirals through the facts to give readers a remarkable picture of the 

nineteenth century, which has shaped much of the present world.” 

—Satyajit Das, Bloomberg Businessweek 

“One of the most important historical books of the last several 

decades.”

—Jürgen Kocka, Die Zeit 

AMERICA IN THE WORLD
Sven Beckert and Jeremi Suri, Series Editors
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OCTOBER

Paper  $17.95T 
978-0-691-16838-8

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-14089-6

264 pages. 10 halftones. 2 maps. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

ANCIENT HISTORY z ARCHAEOLOGY

Eric H. Cline is professor of classics and 
anthropology and director of the Capitol 
Archaeological Institute at George Washington 
University. 

One of the New York Post’s Best Books of 2014 

Winner of the 2014 Award for Best Popular Book,  
American Schools of Oriental Research

1177 B.C.
The Year Civilization Collapsed

Eric H. Cline
With a new preface by the author

In 1177 B.C., marauding groups known only as the “Sea Peo-
ples” invaded Egypt. The pharaoh’s army and navy defeated 
them, but the victory so weakened Egypt that it soon slid into 
decline, as did most of the surrounding civilizations. After cen-
turies of brilliance, the civilized world of the Bronze Age came 
to an abrupt and cataclysmic end. Kingdoms fell like dominoes 
over the course of just a few decades. No more Minoans or 
Mycenaeans. No more Trojans, Hittites, or Babylonians. The 
thriving economy and cultures of the late second millennium 
B.C. suddenly ceased to exist. How did it happen?

Eric Cline tells the gripping story of how the end was 
brought about by a series of connected calamities, ranging 
from invasion and revolt, to the cutting of international trade 
routes. He draws a sweeping panorama of the empires and 
peoples of the Late Bronze Age and shows that it was their 
very interdependence that hastened dramatic collapse.

“The memorable thing about Cline’s book is the strangely rec-

ognizable picture he paints of this very faraway time. . . . It was 

as globalized and cosmopolitan a time as any on record, albeit 

within a much smaller cosmos. The degree of interpenetration 

and of cultural sharing is astonishing.”

—Adam Gopnik, New Yorker

“A fascinating look at the Late Bronze Age, proving that whether 

for culture, war, economic fluctuations or grappling with techno-

logical advancement, the conundrums we face are never new, but 

merely renewed for a modern age.” 

—Larry Getlen, New York Post

“Cline has created an excellent, concise survey of the major 

players of the time, the latest archaeological developments, and 

the major arguments, including his own theories, regarding the 

nature of the collapse that fundamentally altered the area around 

the Mediterranean and the Near East.”

—Evan M. Anderson, Library Journal

TURNING POINTS IN ANCIENT HISTORY
Barry Strauss, Series Editor
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Winner of the 2014 National Jewish Book Award  
in History, Jewish Book Council

The Golden Age Shtetl
A New History of Jewish Life in East Europe

Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern

The shtetl was home to two-thirds of East Europe’s 
Jews in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 
yet it has long been one of the most neglected and 
misunderstood chapters of the Jewish experience. This 
book provides the first grassroots social, economic, 
and cultural history of the shtetl. Challenging 
popular misconceptions of the shtetl as an isolated, 
ramshackle Jewish village stricken by poverty and 
pogroms, Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern argues that, in its 
heyday from the 1790s to the 1840s, the shtetl was a 
thriving Jewish community as vibrant as any in Europe.

“Petrovsky-Shtern . . . succeeds in vividly evoking a Jewish 

world that survived not merely in spite of its neighbors but 

in complex collaboration with them.” 

—Jonathan Rosen, New York Times Book Review

“In a tour de force of archival research, Petrovsky-Shtern 

re-creates life in the shtetls in all its amazing richness.” 

—Foreign Affairs

“This highly entertaining and often surprising volume 

recasts our understanding of the contexts of Jewish life in 

Eastern Europe.” 

—François Guesnet, History Today

Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern is the Crown Family Profes-
sor of Jewish Studies at Northwestern University. 

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $24.95T 
978-0-691-16851-7

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-16074-0

448 pages. 50 halftones.  
1 map. 6 x 9.

HISTORY z JEWISH STUDIES

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2014

Delphi
A History of the Center of the Ancient World

Michael Scott

In this richly illustrated account, Michael Scott covers 
the history and nature of Delphi, from the literary and 
archaeological evidence surrounding the site, to its 
rise as a center of worship, to the constant appeal of 
the oracle despite her cryptic prophecies. He describes 
how Delphi became a contested sacred site for Greeks 
and Romans and a storehouse for the treasures of rival 
city-states and foreign kings. He also examines the 
eventual decline of the site and how its meaning and 
importance have continued to be reshaped. 

“Of absorbing interest. . . . Scott’s narrative never falters.”

—Peter Green, London Review of Books

“A handy companion to what remains—and what we can 

only wish was still to be seen.”

—Brendan Boyle, Wall Street Journal

“Few scholars know the history of ancient Delphi as inti-

mately as Michael Scott does.”

—Paul Cartledge, author of After Thermopylae

Michael Scott is associate professor of classics and 
ancient history at the University of Warwick. He has 
written and presented a number of ancient history 
documentaries. For more information, go to 
www.michaelscottweb.com.  

NOVEMBER

Paper  $17.95T
978-0-691-16984-2 

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-15081-9 

448 pages. 49 halftones. 
3 maps. 6 x 9.

ANCIENT HISTORY z  
CLASSICS
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SEPTEMBER

Paper  $19.95T 
978-0-691-16970-5

Cloth  2013 
978-0-691-14405-4

480 pages. 30 halftones. 6 maps. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

SOCIAL SCIENCE z URBAN STUDIES

William B. Helmreich is professor of sociol-
ogy at the City University Graduate Center 
(CUNY) and the Colin Powell School for Civic 
and Global Leadership at the City College of 
New York. 

Winner of the 2015 Award for Outstanding Achievement in 
Book Writing, Guides Association of New York City

The New York  
Nobody Knows
Walking 6,000 Miles in the City

William B. Helmreich

As a child growing up in Manhattan, William Helmreich 
played a game with his father called “Last Stop.” They would 
pick a subway line, ride it to its final destination, and explore 
the neighborhood. Decades later, his love for exploring the 
city is as strong as ever.

Putting his feet to the test, he decided that the only way 
to truly understand New York was to walk virtually every block 
of all five boroughs—an astonishing 6,000 miles. His journey 
took him to every corner of Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, 
the Bronx, and Staten Island. Helmreich spoke with hundreds 
of New Yorkers from every part of the globe and all walks of 
life. He finds that to be a New Yorker is to struggle to under-
stand the place and to make a life that is as highly local as it 
is dynamically cosmopolitan.

Truly unforgettable, The New York Nobody Knows will 
forever change how you view the world’s greatest city.

“The delight is definitely in the details. . . . [A]s entertaining as it 

is enlightening.” 

—Sam Roberts, New York Times

“This book is pure joy; even the most dyed-in-the-wool New Yorker 

will learn something new about this vibrant city.” 

—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“Helmreich’s original and incredible book shows what every nook 

and cranny of this city looks like from the inside. I have never 

seen a work that amasses so many observations from so many 

scenes and deploys them with such elegance. It is a monumental 

and inspiring achievement.”

—Mitchell Duneier, author of Sidewalk

“The New York Nobody Knows is a brilliant representation of 

everyday lives of New Yorkers, and as such—what Baudelaire did 

for Paris, Helmreich’s work promises for New York.”

—Elijah Anderson, author of The Cosmopolitan Canopy: 

Race and Civility in Everyday Life
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One of Vox’s Best Books We Read in 2014 

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2014

The Son Also Rises
Surnames and the History of Social Mobility

Gregory Clark

How much of our fate is tied to the status of our par-
ents and grandparents? How much does it influence 
our children? More than we wish to believe. Challeng-
ing popular assumptions about mobility and revealing 
the deeply entrenched force of inherited advantage, 
The Son Also Rises is sure to prompt intense debate for 
years to come.

“An epic feat. . . . Clark has just disrupted our complacent 

idea of a socially mobile, democratically fluid society.”

—Trevor Butterworth, Wall Street Journal

“Clark’s book is not merely intellectually clever, it’s pro-

foundly challenging. Especially for Americans, it calls into 

question our sense of ourselves as individuals, as well as our 

long-standing image of our society. Let’s hope he’s wrong.”

—Benjamin M. Friedman, Atlantic

“Startling. . . . The information he gathers is absorbing in 

its own right, quite aside from its implications.”

—Clive Crook, Bloomberg View

Gregory Clark is professor of economics at the Univer-
sity of California, Davis. 

THE PRINCETON ECONOMIC HISTORY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
Joel Mokyr, Series Editor

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $19.95T 
978-0-691-16837-1

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-16254-6

384 pages. 15 halftones.  
111 line illus. 50 tables.  

7 maps. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

POPULAR ECONOMICS z 
HISTORY

OCTOBER

Paper  $13.95T
978-0-691-16985-9 

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-15679-8

184 pages. 2 halftones. 
2 line illus. 2 tables. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

POPULAR ECONOMICS

One of the Wall Street Journal’s Best Books of 2014

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2014

GDP
A Brief but Affectionate History

Revised and Expanded Edition

Diane Coyle

Why did the size of the U.S. economy increase by 3 
percent on one day in mid-2013—or Ghana’s balloon 
by 60 percent overnight in 2010? Why did the U.K. 
financial industry show its fastest expansion ever at the 
end of 2008—just as the world’s financial system went 
into meltdown? The answers to these questions lie in 
the way we define and measure national economies 
around the world: Gross Domestic Product. 

Diane Coyle traces the history of this artificial, 
abstract, complex, but exceedingly important statis-
tic. She tells the story of GDP and makes the case 
that it is increasingly inappropriate for a twenty-first-
century economy driven by innovation, services, and 
intangible goods.

“A little charmer of a book. . . . Cowperthwaite himself 

would nod in agreement over Ms. Coyle’s informed discus-

sion of what the GDP misses and how it misfires.”

—James Grant, Wall Street Journal

“Diane Coyle makes GDP come to life—we see its 

strengths and its fallibilities, and we learn to understand 

and respect both.”

—Mervyn King, governor of the Bank of England, 2003–13

Diane Coyle is professor of economics at the University 
of Manchester. 
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Gold Medal, Economics, 
2015 Axiom Business Book Awards

One of the Financial Times’s 
Best Economics Books of 2014

One of China Business News’s 
Financial Books of the Year for 2014

The Dollar Trap
How the U.S. Dollar Tightened 

Its Grip on Global Finance

Eswar S. Prasad
With a new preface by the author

Marshaling a range of arguments, data, and the latest 
research, Eswar Prasad examines how the dollar came 
to have a central role in the world economy, and why 
it will be difficult to dislodge the dollar-centric system. 
The Dollar Trap offers a panoramic analysis of the 
fragile state of global finance and makes a compelling 
case that the dollar will remain the ultimate safe-
haven currency.

“To understand how the world of international finance 

works, what the agendas are and what is at stake, this 

work is indispensable.” 

—Henny Sender, Financial Times

“Prasad’s book . . . deserves the attention of all those who 

care about the future of the dollar and the international 

monetary system.” 

—Lawrence H. Summers, Harvard University

Eswar S. Prasad is a professor in the Dyson School 
at Cornell University and senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution.

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $19.95T
978-0-691-16852-4 

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-16112-9

440 pages. 8 halftones.  
17 line illus. 6 tables.  

5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

POPULAR ECONOMICS z 
CURRENT AFFAIRS

Not for sale in South Asia

One of the Financial Times’s 
Best Economics Books of 2014

Longlisted for the 2014 Business Book of the Year 
Award, Financial Times and McKinsey & Company

Fragile by Design
The Political Origins of Banking Crises  

and Scarce Credit

Charles W. Calomiris &  
Stephen H. Haber

Why are banking systems unstable in so many coun-
tries—but not in others? Analyzing the political and 
banking history of the United Kingdom, the United 
States, Canada, Mexico, and Brazil through several 

centuries, Fragile by Design demonstrates that chronic 
banking crises and scarce credit are not accidents. 

“Brilliant. . . . [I]f you are looking for a rich history of 

banking over the last couple of centuries and the role 

played by politics in that evolution, there is no better 

study. It deserves to become a classic.”

—Liaquat Ahamed, New York Times Book Review

“A great history of political interference in bank regulation.”

—James Ferguson, Money Week

Charles W. Calomiris is a professor at Columbia Busi-
ness School and Columbia’s School of International 
and Public Affairs. Stephen H. Haber is a professor 
of political science and senior fellow of the Hoover 
Institution at Stanford University. 

THE PRINCETON ECONOMIC HISTORY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
Joel Mokyr, Series Editor

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $19.95T
978-0-691-16835-7 

Cloth  2014  
978-0-691-15524-1

584 pages. 30 line illus. 
5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.
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Why Government Fails  
So Often 

And How It Can Do Better 

Peter H. Schuck

From healthcare to workplace and campus con-
duct, the federal government is taking on ever more 
responsibility for managing our lives. At the same 
time, Americans have never been more disaffected 
with Washington, seeing it as an intrusive, incompe-
tent, wasteful giant. Ineffective policies are caused by 
deep structural factors regardless of which party is in 
charge, bringing our government into ever-worsening 
disrepute. Understanding why government fails so 
often—and how it might become more effective—is a 
vital responsibility of citizenship. 

An urgent call for reform, Why Government Fails 
So Often is essential reading for anyone curious about 
why government is in such a disgraceful state and how 
it can do better.

“A sweeping history of policy disappointments.”

—David Leonhardt, New York Times

“A profound book, and a sobering one. . . . [A]n essential 

manual for 21st-century policy makers.”

—Yuval Levin, Wall Street Journal

“Why Government Fails So Often is one of the most 

important books of the year.”

—David R. Henderson, Regulation

Peter H. Schuck is the Simeon E. Baldwin Professor of 
Law Emeritus at Yale University.

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $22.95T
978-0-691-16853-1 

Cloth  2014
978-0-691-16162-4 

488 pages. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

CURRENT AFFAIRS z POLITICS

Liberalism
The Life of an Idea 

Edmund Fawcett
With a new preface by the author

This engrossing history of liberalism—the first in 
English for many decades—traces liberalism’s ideals, 
successes, and failures through the lives and ideas 
of a rich cast of European and American thinkers and 
politicians, from the early nineteenth century to today.

“A richly informative historical tour of liberal leaders and 

concepts.”

—Alan Wolfe, New York Times Book Review

“Not only a gripping piece of intellectual history, it also 

equips the reader to understand today’s threats—and how 

they might be withstood.”

—Economist

“This is a phenomenal work. . . . A pool of profound, rigor-

ous research and thought that has no shallow end.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“A book so good I want to read it again. . . . [A]n intellec-

tual page-turner.”

—David Goodhart, Standpoint

Edmund Fawcett worked at the Economist for more 
than three decades, serving as chief correspondent 
in Washington, Paris, and Berlin, as well as European 
and literary editor. His writing has also appeared in the 
New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, and the Guard-
ian, among other publications.

OCTOBER

Paper  $24.95T 
978-0-691-16839-5

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-15689-7

496 pages. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

POLITICS z HISTORY
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Winner of the 2014 Phi Beta Kappa Book Award in Science

One of Science Friday’s Top Science Books for 2013

One of Scientific American’s 
Best 2013 Books for the Physics Fan

One of Physics World’s Top Ten Books of 2014

One of Physics Today’s Five Books that Stood Out in 2014

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2014

Times Higher Education Supplement 
Notable Book of 2013

Einstein and the Quantum
The Quest of the Valiant Swabian

A. Douglas Stone
With a new preface by the author

A compelling blend of physics, biography, and the his-
tory of science, Einstein and the Quantum shares the 
untold story of how Einstein—not Max Planck or Niels 
Bohr—was the driving force behind early quantum 
theory. A. Douglas Stone offers a completely new per-
spective on the scientific achievements of the greatest 
intellect of the twentieth century.

“If you’re searching for a different take on physics, this 

one’s for you.” 

 —Ira Flatow, Science Friday

“A wonderful reminder that Einstein’s monumental role 

in the development of contemporary science is even more 

profound than history has allowed.”

—Kirkus Reviews

A. Douglas Stone is the Carl A. Morse Professor of 
Applied Physics and Physics at Yale University.

NOVEMBER

Paper  $19.95T 
978-0-691-16856-2

Cloth  2013 
978-0-691-13968-5

344 pages. 18 halftones.  
5 line illus. 6 x 9.

POPULAR SCIENCE z PHYSICS

One of American Association for the  
Advancement of Science’s Books for  

General Audiences and Young Adults 2014

The Extreme Life of the Sea

Stephen R. Palumbi &  
Anthony R. Palumbi

The ocean teems with life that thrives under difficult 
situations in unusual environments. The Extreme Life 
of the Sea takes readers to the absolute limits of the 
ocean world—the fastest and deepest, the hottest and 
oldest creatures of the oceans. It dives into the icy Arc-
tic and boiling hydrothermal vents—and exposes the 
eternal darkness of the deepest undersea trenches—to 
show how marine life thrives against the odds. 

“This gem of a book . . . finds enough weirdness in the 

ocean to feed creativity for generations to come. . . . [A] won-

derful mix of meticulous science and creative panache.” 

—Callum Roberts, Nature

“From ‘immortal’ jellyfish that age in reverse, to zombie 

bone worms that eat the skeletons of dead whales, the ocean 

is full of bizarre characters. Biologist Stephen Palumbi and 

his science writer son, Anthony, profile the most unusual 

specimens. . . . [B]rought to life by charming writing.”

—Clara Moskowitz, Scientific American

Stephen R. Palumbi is Professor of Biology and Direc-
tor of the Hopkins Marine Station at Stanford Univer-
sity. Anthony R. Palumbi, Stephen’s son, is a science 
writer and novelist whose work has appeared in the 
Atlantic and other publications.

NOVEMBER

Paper  $17.95T
978-0-691-16981-1 

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-14956-1

256 pages. 16 color illus.  
28 halftones. 5 line illus.  

5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.
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One of American Association for the  
Advancement of Science’s Books for General 

Audiences and Young Adults 2014 

Undiluted Hocus-Pocus
The Autobiography of Martin Gardner

Martin Gardner
With a foreword by Persi Diaconis and  

an afterword by James Randi

Martin Gardner wrote the Mathematical Games 
column for Scientific American for twenty-five years 
and published more than seventy books on topics as 
diverse as magic, religion, and Alice in Wonderland. 
Gardner’s illuminating autobiography is a candid 
self-portrait by the man evolutionary theorist Stephen 
Jay Gould called our “single brightest beacon” for the 
defense of rationality and good science against mysti-
cism and anti-intellectualism.

“For those of us who believe that the sciences and the 

humanities don’t have to be enemies, Martin Gardner 

is an inspiring model. Undiluted Hocus-Pocus reveals 

a man immersed in philosophy, religion and literature, 

even as he makes a career writing about science.”

—Jordan Ellenberg, Wall Street Journal

Martin Gardner (1914–2010) was an acclaimed popular 
mathematics and science writer. His numerous books 
include The Annotated Alice, When You Were a Tadpole 
and I Was a Fish, and Fads and Fallacies in the Name of 
Science.

DECEMBER
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One of the Guardian’s 
Best Popular Physical Science Books of 2014

One of the Times Higher Education Supplement’s 
Books of the Year 2014

Tambora
The Eruption That Changed the World

Gillen D’Arcy Wood

When Indonesia’s Mount Tambora erupted in 1815, 
it unleashed the most destructive wave of extreme 
weather the world has witnessed in thousands of 
years. Bringing the history of this planetary emergency 

to life, Tambora sheds light on the fragile interde-
pendence of climate and human societies to offer a 
cautionary tale about the potential tragic impacts of 
drastic climate change in our own century.

“This engaging interdisciplinary study links Tambora’s 

disruption of global weather patterns not only to Arctic 

melting, famine, and cholera but to the landscape paint-

ings of William Turner, the debts that plagued Thomas 

Jefferson near the end of his life, the elegiac verse of 

the Chinese poet Li Yuyang, and Mary Shelley’s novel 

Frankenstein.”

—New Yorker

Gillen D’Arcy Wood is professor of English at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, where he directs 
the Sustainability Studies Initiative in the Humanities.
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Winner of the 2013 Euler Book Prize,  
Mathematical Association of America

Magical Mathematics
The Mathematical Ideas That 
Animate Great Magic Tricks

Persi Diaconis & Ron Graham
With a foreword by Martin Gardner

Magical Mathematics reveals the secrets of fun-to-
perform card tricks—and the profound mathemati-
cal ideas behind them—that will astound even the 
most accomplished magician. Persi Diaconis and 
Ron Graham provide easy, step-by-step instructions 
for each trick, explaining how to set up the effect and 
offering tips on what to say and do while performing 
it. Each card trick introduces a new mathematical idea, 
and varying the tricks in turn takes readers to the very 
threshold of today’s mathematical knowledge. 

“Fascinating. . . . Lovers of recreational mathematics, and 

especially fans of the late Martin Gardner, who contributed the 

foreword, will find many pleasures in Magical Mathematics. 

And while exposing magic secrets in a book intended for the gen-

eral public may raise hackles among some old-guard magicians, 

exploring the math behind these tricks will, in truth, only deepen 

the mystery. For, as the authors remind us, sometimes the methods 

are as magical as the tricks themselves.”

—Alex Stone, Wall Street Journal

“Well known and highly respected in the mathematical commu-

nity, Diaconis and Graham have produced a work that com-

pletely lives up to expectations.” 

—Library Journal

“Magical Mathematics strikes a nice balance between descrip-

tions of performable magic tricks and the mathematics that 

makes them work. . . . [T]he writing is engaging, and learning the 

tricks that are presented is well worth the effort.”

—Choice

Persi Diaconis is professor of mathematics and 
statistics at Stanford University and a former 
professional magician. Ron Graham is profes-
sor of mathematics and computer science at 
the University of California, San Diego, and a 
former professional juggler.
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From the publication of Albert Einstein’s The Meaning of Relativity in 1922, Princeton University Press has been com-
mitted to bringing the writings of leading scientists to a broad professional and general audience. The Princeton 
Science Library makes such works available in inexpensive paperback editions for a new generation of scientists and 
teachers, students and lay readers.
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e
The Story of a Number

Eli Maor

The interest earned on a bank account, 
the arrangement of seeds in a sunfl ower, 
and the shape of the Gateway Arch in 
St. Louis are all intimately connected 
with the mysterious number e. In this 
informal and engaging history, Eli Maor 
portrays the curious characters and the 
elegant mathematics that lie behind the 
number. Designed for a reader with only 
a modest mathematical background, this 
biography brings out the central impor-
tance of e to mathematics and illumi-
nates a golden era in the age of science.

“Maor hangs his story on a string of people 

stretching from Archimedes to David 

Hilbert. And by presenting mathematics in 

terms of the humans who produced it, he 

places the subject where it belongs—squarely 

in the centre of the humanities.”

—Jerry P. King, Nature

“Gently paced, elegantly composed. . . . Maor 

has written an excellent book.”

—Ian Stewart, New Scientist

Eli Maor is the author of Beautiful Geom-
etry (with Eugen Jost), Venus in Transit, 
Trigonometric Delights, To Infi nity and 
Beyond, and The Pythagorean Theorem: A 
4,000-Year History (all Princeton).
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T. rex and the
Crater of Doom

Walter Alvarez
With a foreword by Carl Zimmer

Sixty-fi ve million years ago, a comet 
or asteroid larger than Mount Everest 
slammed into the Earth, inducing an 
explosion equivalent to the detonation 
of a hundred million hydrogen bombs. 
Vaporized detritus blasted through the 
atmosphere upon impact, falling back 
to Earth around the globe. Disastrous 
environmental consequences ensued. 
When conditions returned to normal, half 
the plant and animal genera on Earth had 
perished.

This horrifi c chain of events is now 
widely accepted as the solution to a 
great scientifi c mystery: what caused 
the extinction of the dinosaurs? Walter 
Alvarez, one of the Berkeley scientists 
who discovered evidence of the impact, 
tells the story behind the development of 
the initially controversial theory. 

 “[An] estimable account from the world’s 

leading authority on death from above.”

—Timothy Ferris, New York Times

Book Review

“It is a wonderful adventure in science.” 

—Dale Russell, Los Angeles Times

Book Review

Walter Alvarez is professor of geology at 
the University of California, Berkeley.
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The Nature of
Space and Time

Stephen Hawking & 
Roger Penrose

With an afterword by the authors 

Einstein said that the most incompre-
hensible thing about the universe is that 
it is comprehensible. But was he right? 
Can the quantum theory of fi elds and 
Einstein’s general theory of relativity, 
the two most accurate and successful 
theories in all of physics, be united into 
a single quantum theory of gravity? Can 
quantum and cosmos ever be combined? 
In The Nature of Space and Time, two of 
the world’s most famous physicists—
Stephen Hawking (A Brief History of 
Time) and Roger Penrose (The Road to 
Reality)—debate these questions.

“This elegant little volume provides a clear 

account of two approaches to some of the 

greatest unsolved problems of gravitation 

and cosmology.”

—John Barrow, New Scientist

“A debate between Hawking and Penrose 

. . . raises the reader’s expectations of a lively 

interaction, and this is fully borne out in the 

transcribed discussion. . . . Hawking’s eff er-

vescent sense of humour frequently enlivens 

the text.”

—Joseph Silk, Times Higher Education

Stephen Hawking is the Lucasian Pro-
fessor of Mathematics Emeritus at the 
University of Cambridge. Roger Penrose 
is the Rouse Ball Professor of Mathemat-
ics Emeritus  at the University of Oxford.
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Eye and Brain
The Psychology of Seeing 

Fifth Edition

Richard L. Gregory 

Since the publication of the fi rst edition 
in 1966, Eye and Brain has established 
itself worldwide as an essential introduc-
tion to the basic phenomena of visual 
perception. Richard Gregory off ers clear 
explanations of how we see brightness, 
movement, color, and objects, and he 
explores the phenomena of visual illu-
sions to establish principles about how 
perception normally works and why it 
sometimes fails. 

Illusion continues to be a major 
theme in the book, which provides a com-
prehensive classifi cation system. There 
are also sections on what babies see and 
how they learn to see, on motion percep-
tion, on the relationship between vision 
and consciousness, and on the impact of 
new brain imaging techniques.

 “A hugely infl uential book. . . . It stands as 

the essential guide to Gregory’s framework 

for perception.”

—Iain D. Gilchrist, Perception

“An excellent introduction to the psychology 

of vision.”

—Steven M. Kastenbaum, Science Books 

& Films

Richard L. Gregory (1923–2010) was a 
distinguished British psychologist and 
emeritus professor of neuropsychology at 
the University of Bristol.
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This paperback series includes some of the most important and infl uential books ever published by Princeton
University Press—works by leading scholars and writers that have made a lasting impact on intellectual life around the 
world. With handsome new cover designs and in many cases new features, these elegant and aff ordable editions bring 
classic works to a new generation of readers.

Racism 
A Short History

George M. Fredrickson
With a new foreword by 

Albert M. Camarillo

With a rare blend of learning, economy, 
and insight, George Fredrickson surveys 
the history of Western racism from its 
emergence in the late Middle Ages to the 
present. Looking at racism across the 
full sweep of history and geography, this 
illuminating work distinguishes itself not 
only by its original comparison of modern 
racism’s two most signifi cant varieties—
white supremacy and anti-Semitism—but 
also by its eminent readability.

“[Fredrickson] draws both on a wide range 

of recent work by others and on nearly half 

a century of his own writings on immigra-

tion, race and nationalism, in the United 

States and elsewhere, to provide us with a 

masterly—though not uncontroversial—

synthesis.”

—Kwame Anthony Appiah, New York 

Times Book Review

“Fredrickson deftly combines intellectual 

with social and political history to explain 

the emergence of racism and its recent 

decline. . . . Learned and elegant.”

—William H. McNeill, New York Review 

of Books

George M. Fredrickson (1934–2008) 
was the Edgar E. Robinson Professor 
of U.S. History at Stanford University. 
Albert M. Camarillo is  the Leon Sloss Jr. 
Memorial Professor of American History 
at Stanford University.
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American Publishers

Winner of the 2003 Award for Excellence 
in the Study of Religion, American 
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One of Choice’s Outstanding
Academic Titles for 2003

Evil in
Modern Thought

An Alternative History of Philosophy

Susan Neiman
With a new afterword by the author

In this landmark book, Susan Neiman 
examines our understanding of evil from 
the Inquisition to international terrorism. 
In the process, she rewrites the history 
of modern thought and reacquaints phi-
losophy with the fundamental questions 
that originally animated it.

“Evil has become the subject of one book af-

ter another, but [this] is one book unlike any 

other—by a philosopher unlike any other.”

—Bill Moyers, NOW

“Provocative and profound.”

—Damon Linker, Wall Street Journal

“An erudite and compelling intellectual 

treatise that is profoundly interesting, often 

witty, and constructed without resorting to 

jargon or obfuscation. In reorienting the 

history of philosophy, [Neiman] has made it 

come alive.”

—Choice

Susan Neiman is director of the Einstein 
Forum in Potsdam. Her books include 
Why Grow Up? and Moral Clarity: A 
Guide for Grown-Up Idealists (Princeton).
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Georges Lefebvre (1874–1959) was one of the 
most important twentieth-century historians 
of the French Revolution. His books include 
The Great Fear of 1789: Rural Panic in Revolu-
tionary France (Princeton). Timothy Tackett is 
professor emeritus of history at the University 
of California, Irvine.
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The Coming of the 
French Revolution

Georges Lefebvre
Translated and with a preface by R. R. Palmer

With an introduction by Timothy Tackett

The Coming of the French Revolution remains essential read-
ing for anyone interested in the origins of this great turning 
point in the formation of the modern world. First published 
in 1939, on the eve of the Second World War, and suppressed 
by the Vichy government, this classic work explains what 
happened in France in 1789, the fi rst year of the French 
Revolution. Georges Lefebvre wrote history “from below”—
a Marxist approach. Here, he places the peasantry at the 
center of his analysis, emphasizing the class struggles in 
France and the signifi cant role they played in the coming of 
the revolution.

Eloquently translated by the historian R. R. Palmer and 
featuring an introduction by Timothy Tackett that provides 
a concise intellectual biography of Lefebvre and a critical 
appraisal of the book, this Princeton Classics edition con-
tinues to off er fresh insights into democracy, dictatorship, 
and insurrection.

“Simply the best introduction to the study of the French Revolu-

tion available anywhere.”

—Nation

“A pleasure to read. . . . Lefebvre sets forth clearly the many causes 

of that insurrection and explains the infl uences exerted by the 

various classes and factions—the nobles and the clergy, on the 

one side, and the bourgeoisie and the peasantry on the other.”

—New Yorker

“Much more than a history of 1789. . . . [A] synthesis, conveying a 

philosophy of the Revolution as a whole, such as could be written 

only by a seasoned scholar.”

—American Historical Review
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The Plum in the Golden Vase 
or, Chin P’ing Mei

Volume Four: The Climax

Volume Five: The Dissolution

Translated by David Tod Roy

These are David Roy’s celebrated translations of one of the most 
famous and important novels in Chinese literature. The Plum in the 
Golden Vase or, Chin P’ing Mei is an anonymous sixteenth-century 
work that focuses on the domestic life of Hsi-men Ch’ing, a corrupt, 
upwardly mobile merchant in a provincial town, who maintains a 
harem of six wives and concubines. The novel, known primarily for its 
erotic realism, is also a landmark in the development of the narrative 
art form—not only from a specifically Chinese perspective but in a 
world-historical context.

This complete and annotated translation aims to faithfully 
represent and elucidate all the rhetorical features of the original in 
its most authentic form and thereby enable the Western reader to 
appreciate this Chinese masterpiece at its true worth.

“A book of manners for the debauched. Its readers in the late Ming period 

likely hid it under their bedcovers.” 

—Amy Tan, New York Times Book Review

“The world of the Chin P’ing Mei is beautiful and dark, cheap and 

exalted, righteous and profane, gorgeous and lurid and stinking and 

glorious.”

—Stephen Marche, Los Angeles Review of Books

“Roy’s complete translation makes it possible for English readers every-

where to read and appreciate this work, one of the great, sophisticated 

masterpieces of world literature.”

—Choice

David Tod Roy is professor emeritus of Chinese literature at the 
University of Chicago, where he has studied the Chin P’ing Mei and 
taught it in his classes since 1967.
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Victor Olgyay (1910–70) was associate profes-
sor in the School of Architecture and Urban 
Planning at Princeton University. He was a 
leading researcher on the relationship between 
architecture, climate, and energy.

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $29.95S 
978-0-691-16973-6

224 pages. 183 halftones. 173 line illus.  
24 tables. 10 1⁄4 x 8 1⁄4.

ARCHITECTURE z DESIGN

Design with 
Climate

Bioclimatic Approach to  
Architectural Regionalism

New and Expanded Edition

Victor Olgyay 
With new essays by Ken Yeang,  
John Reynolds, Victor W. Olgyay  

& Donlyn Lyndon 

Architects today incorporate principles of 
sustainable design as a matter of necessity. 
But the challenge of unifying climate con-
trol and building functionality, of securing 
a managed environment within a natural 
setting—and combating the harsh forces 
of wind, water, and sun—presented a new 
set of obstacles to architects and engineers in the mid-
twentieth century.  

First published in 1963, Design with Climate was one of the 
most pioneering books in the field and remains an important 
reference for practitioners, teachers, and students, over fifty 
years later. In this book, Victor Olgyay explores the impact of cli-
mate on shelter design, identifying four distinct climatic regions 
and explaining the effect of each on orientation, air movement, 
site, and materials. He derives principles from biology, engi-
neering, meteorology, and physics, and demonstrates how an 
analytical approach to climate management can merge into a 
harmonious and aesthetically sound design concept. 

This updated edition contains four new essays that 
provide unique insights on issues of climate design, showing 
how Olgyay’s concepts work in contemporary practice. 

“Design with Climate has had an extremely important impact 

on the practice of sustainable design, and is perhaps even more 

relevant today than it was when originally published in 1963. In 

many ways the book was ahead of its time.”

—Peter Anderson, author of Prefab Prototypes: Site-specific 

Design for Offsite Construction 

“Design with Climate is a seminal work of continued relevance, 

and is especially needed as architects relearn the basics of climatic 

design in order to right the causes and effects of global warming.”

—Bruce Haglund, University of Idaho 
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Eclipse of God
Studies in the Relation between  

Religion and Philosophy 

Martin Buber 
With a new introduction by Leora Batnitzky

Biblical in origin, the expression “eclipse of God” refers 
to the Jewish concept of hester panim, the act of God 
concealing his face as a way of punishing his disobe-
dient subjects. Though this idea is deeply troubling 
for many people, in this book Martin Buber uses the 
expression hopefully—for a hiding God is also a God 
who can be found. 

Featuring a new introduction by Leora Batnitzky, 
Eclipse of God offers a glimpse into the mind of one of 
the modern world’s greatest Jewish thinkers. 

“[Buber] remains a philosopher for our times. As he writes 

in the prelude to this volume, ‘Real listening has become 

rare.’ In an age in which technology and the vitriol of par-

tisan politics dominate in the United States and the world 

at large, Buber’s words could not be more prophetic.”

—Leora Batnitzky, Princeton University  

Martin Buber (1878–1965) is known for many influen-
tial works in the fields of philosophy of religion and 
biblical interpretation. His ideas and intellect were 
globally esteemed, propelled interfaith alliances, and 
inspired luminaries such as Paul Tillich and Martin 
Luther King Jr. His books included I and Thou and The 
Legend of Baal-Shem (Princeton). Leora Batnitzky is 
the Ronald O. Perelman Professor of Jewish Studies 
and Professor of Religion at Princeton University. 
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The Question of 
Psychological Types

The Correspondence of C. G. Jung and  
Hans Schmid-Guisan, 1915–1916

C. G. Jung & Hans Schmid-Guisan
Correspondence edited by 

John Beebe & Ernst Falzeder

Translated by Ernst Falzeder

In 1915, C. G. Jung and his psychiatrist colleague, Hans 
Schmid-Guisan, began a correspondence through which 
they hoped to codify fundamental individual differ-
ences of attention and consciousness. Their ambitious 
dialogue, focused on the opposition of extraversion and 
introversion, demonstrated the difficulty of reaching a 
shared awareness of differences even as it introduced 
concepts that would eventually enable Jung to create his 
landmark 1921 statement of the theory of psychological 
types. That theory, the basis of the widely used Myers-
Briggs Type Indicator and similar personality assessment 
tools, continues to inform not only personality psychol-
ogy but also such diverse fields as marriage and career 
counseling and human resource management. 

“A pleasure to read, with plenty of clarifying notes. Readers 

will enjoy the informality of the exchange, its intellectual 

depth, and the humanity of Jung and Schmid-Guisan.”

—E. James Lieberman, Library Journal

John Beebe is past president of the C. G. Jung Institute 
of San Francisco. Ernst Falzeder is senior research 
scholar at University College London. 
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Hasidism and Modern Man 

Martin Buber 
Edited and translated by Maurice Friedman 

With a new introduction by David Biale  

Hasidism, a controversial, mystical-religious move-
ment of Eastern European origin, has posed a serious 
challenge to mainstream Judaism from its earliest 
beginnings in the middle of the eighteenth century. 
Decimated by the Holocaust, it has risen like a phoenix 
from the ashes and has reconstituted itself as a major 
force in the world of ultra-Orthodox Judaism. Philoso-
pher Martin Buber found inspiration in its original 
tenets and devoted much of his career to making its 
insights known to a wide readership.

First published in 1958, Hasidism and Modern Man 
examines the life and religious experiences of Hasidic 
Jews, as well as Buber’s personal response to them. 
Hasidism and Modern Man remains prescient in its por-
trayal of a spiritual movement that brings God down 
to earth and makes possible a modern philosophy in 
which the human being becomes sacred.  

“A beautiful book. Hasidism has become, if anything, 

more fascinating to ‘modern man’ than when this book 

was first published. Its message is of enduring relevance 

even to those distant from its religious strictures.” 

—David Biale, University of California, Davis

David Biale is the Emanuel Ringeblum Distinguished 
Professor of Jewish History at the University of Califor-
nia, Davis.
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The Prophetic Faith 

Martin Buber 
With a new introduction by Jon D. Levenson 

Originally published in English in 1949, The Prophetic 
Faith features Martin Buber’s readings of select biblical 
prophets—especially Isaiah and Deborah, the only 
female prophet and judge in the Hebrew Bible. In an 
approach that combines insights from biblical prophecy 
with a concern for events in the here and now, Buber 
outlines his interpretation of biblical revelation. Infused 
with an anti-institutional—some have said anarchic—
sensibility, Buber discusses the notion of kingship as 
portrayed in the Bible and provides an account of hu-
man suffering in an extended discussion of the Book of 
Job. Anticipating those today who describe themselves 
as “spiritual but not religious,” Buber gives pride of 
place to a personal God outside of formal religious and 
legal strictures. 

Featuring a new introduction by Jon D. Levenson, 
The Prophetic Faith encourages a renewed apprecia-
tion for the Hebrew Bible and its relevance to the 
practical challenges of the present day.

“[In] The Prophetic Faith. . . . Buber does not get lost in 

the details of compositional, religious, or political history, 

nor does he hyperfocus on the exegesis of particular verses. 

Rather, his attention lies on what is most important to 

him, as it is to many today as well—the personally and 

socially transformative encounter with the eternal You.” 

—Jon D. Levenson, Harvard Divinity School 

Jon D. Levenson is the Albert A. List Professor of Jewish 
Studies at Harvard Divinity School.  
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One of the Times Literary Supplement’s  
Books of the Year 2014

Philology
The Forgotten Origins of the Modern Humanities

James Turner

In Philology, the first history of Western humanistic 
learning as a connected whole ever published in 
English, James Turner tells the fascinating, forgotten 
story of how the study of languages and texts led to the 
modern humanities and the modern university. The 
humanities today face a crisis of relevance, if not of 
meaning and purpose. Understanding their common 
origins—and what they still share—has never been 
more urgent.

“A substantial survey of the growth of scholarship. . . . Only 

a brute would resist his argument.”

—Colin Burrow, London Review of Books

“James Turner’s book on ‘philology’ must be the most 

wide-ranging work of intellectual history for many years.”

—Tom Shippey, Wall Street Journal

“Thorough, occasionally wry, passionate . . . the sort of 

work that may be heralded as a masterpiece in the field.”

—Publishers Weekly

James Turner is the Cavanaugh Professor of Humani-
ties Emeritus at the University of Notre Dame, where 
he taught in the History Department and the doctoral 
program in history and philosophy of science. 
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Shortlisted for the 2014 Mavis Gallant Prize for  
Non-Fiction, Quebec Writers’ Federation

The Alzheimer Conundrum
Entanglements of Dementia and Aging

Margaret Lock

Due to rapidly aging populations, the number of 
people worldwide experiencing dementia is increasing, 
and the projections are grim. Despite billions of dollars 
invested in medical research, no effective treatment 
has been discovered for Alzheimer’s disease, the most 
common form of dementia. The Alzheimer Conundrum 
exposes the predicaments embedded in current efforts 
to slow down or halt Alzheimer’s disease through early 
detection of pre-symptomatic biological changes in 
healthy individuals. 

“Thoughtful . . . convincing. . . . Margaret Lock is an ex-

tremely sharp critic of the Alzheimer’s scene.”

—W. F. Bynum, Times Literary Supplement

“For its wide scope and balanced critical evaluation . . . an 

inspiring read for everyone working in the field.”

—Eus Van Someren, Nature

“[The Alzheimer Conundrum] proves that the science 

of the disease is just as compelling as poignant accounts 

from caregivers and those suffering from Alzheimer’s 

disease.”

—Publishers Weekly

Margaret Lock is the Marjorie Bronfman Professor Emer-
ita in the Department of Social Studies of Medicine and 
the Department of Anthropology at McGill University. 
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Winner of the 2015 PROSE Award in European and 
World History, Association of American Publishers

Revolutionary Ideas
An Intellectual History of the French Revolution 

from The Rights of Man to Robespierre

Jonathan Israel

Historians of the French Revolution used to take for 
granted what was also obvious to its contemporary ob-
servers—that the Revolution was shaped by the radical 
ideas of the Enlightenment. Yet in recent decades, schol-
ars have argued that the Revolution was brought about 
by social forces, politics, economics, or culture—almost 
anything but abstract notions like liberty or equality. In 
Revolutionary Ideas, one of the world’s leading historians 
of the Enlightenment restores the Revolution’s intellec-
tual history to its rightful central role.

“Bold and brilliantly argued.”

—Tony Barber, Financial Times

“A rich and thought-provoking book.” 

—Rachel Hammersley, Times Literary Supplement

“Closely argued. . . . Israel can be understood as a historian 

in the long liberal tradition stretching back to Madame de 

Stael, who herself witnessed the revolution and saw it as a 

story of the betrayal of liberty.”

—Ruth Scurr, Wall Street Journal

Jonathan Israel is professor of modern history at the In-
stitute for Advanced Study in Princeton. He is the author 
of A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and 
the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy (Princeton). 

OCTOBER

Paper $24.95S 
978-0-691-16971-2

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-15172-4 

888 pages. 15 halftones.  
7 line illus. 6 x 9.

HISTORY z PHILOSOPHY

Essays and Reviews
1959–2002

Bernard Williams
With a foreword by Michael Wood

Bernard Williams was one of the most important phi-
losophers of the past fifty years, but he was also a dis-
tinguished critic and essayist with an elegant style and 
a rare ability to communicate complex ideas to a wide 
public. This is the first collection of Williams’s popular 
essays and reviews. Williams writes about a broad range 
of subjects, from philosophy to science, the humanities, 
economics, feminism, and pornography.

“Williams achieves something that philosophy always 

promises but seldom delivers: a view from the perspective 

of reason, on a cultural landscape where reason is only 

one of the landmarks.”

—Roger Scruton, Telegraph

“Williams was more than a brilliant critic of others’ posi-

tions. He sought to revise ethical thinking, offering deeply 

original and subtle correctives to what he considered to be 

misguided ideas about moral responsibility, free will, duty, 

blame, guilt and right and wrong.”

—Samuel Freeman, New York Review of Books

Bernard Williams held Chairs of Moral Philosophy at 
Cambridge, Berkeley, and Oxford. He died in 2003. 

NOVEMBER

Paper  $24.95S 
978-0-691-16860-9

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-15985-0

456 pages. 1 halftone. 6 x 9.
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The Crisis of the  
Twelfth Century

Power, Lordship, and the Origins 
of European Government

Thomas N. Bisson

Medieval civilization came of age in thunderous events 
like the Norman Conquest and the First Crusade. Power 
fell into the hands of men who imposed coercive new 
lordships in quest of nobility. Rethinking a familiar his-
tory, Thomas Bisson explores the circumstances that 
impelled knights, emperors, nobles, and churchmen to 
infuse lordship with social purpose.

“This is an excellent book. In it, Bisson sums up a life’s 

work and offers a grand narrative on major socioeconomic 

and sociopolitical changes in the central Middle Ages. 

There is no recent book that even attempts such a task as 

this. It is a very considerable contribution.”

—Chris Wickham, author of Framing the Early 

Middle Ages

“The story is an old one, but so many-sided as to invite 

constant retelling. . . . Bisson has found a new angle, and 

writes with prodigious sweep and learning.”

—Alexander Murray, London Review of Books

Thomas N. Bisson is the Henry Charles Lea Professor 
of Medieval History Emeritus at Harvard University.

OCTOBER

Paper  $27.95S 
978-0-691-16976-7 

720 pages. 1 color illus. 
10 halftones. 1 line illus. 

5 maps. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

MEDIEVAL HISTORY
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Paper  $24.95S 
978-0-691-16968-2
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816 pages. 8 color illus.  
23 halftones. 3 line illus.  
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Winner of the 2013 PROSE Award in European and 
World History, Association of American Publishers

Why Can the Dead Do 
Such Great Things?

Saints and Worshippers from 
the Martyrs to the Reformation

Robert Bartlett

From its earliest centuries, one of the most notable 
features of Christianity has been the veneration of the 
saints—the holy dead. This ambitious history tells the 
fascinating story of the cult of the saints from its origins 
in the second-century days of the Christian martyrs to 
the Protestant Reformation. Robert Bartlett examines all 
of the most important aspects of the saints—including 
miracles, relics, pilgrimages, shrines, and the saints’ 
role in the calendar, literature, and art.

“An indispensable point of departure for anyone inter-

ested in the cult of the saints in the Middle Ages.” 

—Eamon Duffy, New York Review of Books

“A sweeping study of medieval saints, covering the entire 

Christian world from Late Antiquity to the Reformation, it 

is also a compendium of anecdotes, such as one rarely finds 

in a work of scholarship. Whether it be St Modwenna of 

Burton and her red cow, the Bishop of Lincoln who bit off 

two chunks of Mary Magdalene’s arm, or Queen Bathildis 

cleaning out toilets, all of human—and much of divine—

life is here.”

—Tom Holland, History Today

Robert Bartlett is professor of mediaeval history at the 
University of St. Andrews in Scotland.
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One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2007

Winner of the 2006 Book of the Year Award in 
Religion, ForeWord Magazine

Buddhist Goddesses of India

Miranda Shaw

The Indian Buddhist world abounds with goddesses. 
Despite their importance in Buddhist thought and 
practice, female deities have received relatively little 
scholarly attention, and no comprehensive study of the 
female pantheon has been available. 

Buddhist Goddesses of India chronicles the histories, 
legends, and artistic portrayals of nineteen goddesses 
and several related human figures and texts. Beautifully 
illustrated and drawing on a sweeping range of mate-
rial, from devotional poetry and meditation manuals to 
rituals and artistic images, Miranda Shaw reveals the 
character, powers, and practice traditions of the female 
divinities in this definitive and essential guide. 

“Highly recommended.”

—Library Journal

“This comprehensive study of Indian Buddhist goddesses 

fills a major gap in knowledge of the breadth of divine 

female figures in the Buddhist world.”

—Choice

“A wonderful contribution.”

—Judith Simmer-Brown, Buddhadharma

Miranda Shaw is associate professor of religious stud-
ies at the University of Richmond. She is the author of 
Passionate Enlightenment: Women in Tantric Buddhism 
(Princeton). 

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $29.95S 
978-0-691-16854-8  

608 pages. 16 color illus.  
111 halftones. 8 line illus.  

6 x 9.

RELIGION z ASIAN STUDIES

Big Gods
How Religion Transformed  
Cooperation and Conflict

Ara Norenzayan

How did human societies scale up from tight-knit 
groups of hunter-gatherers to the large, anonymous, 
cooperative societies of today—even though anonym-
ity is the enemy of cooperation? How did organized 
religions with “Big Gods”—the great monotheistic and 
polytheistic faiths—spread to colonize most minds 

in the world? In Big Gods, Ara Norenzayan makes the 
surprising argument that these fundamental puzzles 
about the origins of civilization answer each other.

Big Gods answers questions about the origins and 
spread of world religions and helps us understand the 
rise of cooperative societies without belief in gods.

“The ideas in Big Gods resonate well beyond academic 

debates on the origins of religion.”

—New Scientist

“Big Gods will change the way we think about human 

nature and human society.” 

—Paul Bloom, author of Just Babies 

“Insightful, well-written, and to the point.”

—Tyler Cowen, Marginal Revolution blog

Ara Norenzayan is professor of psychology at the 
University of British Columbia. His work has been 
featured on the BBC and CNN, and in the New York 
Times Magazine. 

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $22.95S 
978-0-691-16974-3

Cloth  2013 
978-0-691-15121-2

264 pages. 10 halftones. 6 x 9.
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Heidegger’s Children
Hannah Arendt, Karl Löwith, Hans Jonas,  

and Herbert Marcuse

Richard Wolin
With a new preface by the author 

Martin Heidegger is often heralded as one of the 
twentieth century’s most important thinkers and 
his work has stimulated much that is original and 
compelling in modern thought. A seductive classroom 
presence, he attracted Germany’s brightest young 
intellects during the 1920s. Many were Jews, who, 
ultimately, would have to reconcile their philosophical 
and, often, personal commitments to Heidegger with 
his nefarious political views. 

“Provocative and erudite. . . . [Wolin] provide[s] insightful 

portraits of the intellectual evolution of some of the last 

century’s most ambitious political and social thinkers. His 

case against Heidegger’s children . . . sets a clear standard 

for those who wish to adopt an informed but cautious 

stance toward Heidegger’s immense influence.”

—James Ryerson, New York Times Book Review

“Anyone tempted to introduce Heidegger into the conver-

sation should read this fascinating study.”

—Lesley Chamberlain, Independent

 Richard Wolin is professor of history and comparative 
literature at the Graduate Center of the City University 
of New York. He is the author of The Politics of Being, 
The Heidegger Controversy, and The Terms of Cultural 
Criticism. 

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $24.95S
978-0-691-16861-6 

320 pages. 5 halftones. 6 x 9.

PHILOSOPHY z HISTORY

Racisms
From the Crusades to the Twentieth Century

Francisco Bethencourt

Racisms is the first comprehensive history of racism, 
from the Crusades to the twentieth century. Demon-
strating that there is not one continuous tradition 
of racism, Francisco Bethencourt shows that racism 
preceded any theories of race and must be viewed 
within the prism and context of social hierarchies and 
local conditions. 

“Analytically sophisticated. . . . Bethencourt’s achievement 

is to show that racism, in all its forms, was contextual and 

ultimately reformable, not innate and hence inevitable.” 

—David Armitage, Times Literary Supplement

“Bethencourt’s summary [of the theories of race] is the 

clearest and most sophisticated to date. . . . [I]mpressive.”

—Joanna Bourke, New Statesman

“Racisms could not be more timely. . . . Bethencourt’s inci-

sive analysis ought to be compulsory reading in the think 

tanks, chanceries and ministries of the developed world.” 

—Maria Misra, Prospect

Francisco Bethencourt is the Charles Boxer Professor 
of History at King’s College London and the author of 
The Inquisition: A Global History, 1478–1834. 

OCTOBER

Paper  $29.95S 
978-0-691-16975-0

Cloth  2014 
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464 pages.  
71 halftones.  

18 maps. 8 x 10.
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Recasting Bourgeois Europe
Stabilization in France, Germany, and Italy 

in the Decade after World War I

Charles S. Maier
With a new preface by the author 

Charles Maier, one of the most prominent contempo-
rary scholars of European history, published Recasting 
Bourgeois Europe as his first book in 1975. Based on 
extensive archival research, the book examines how 
European societies progressed from a moment of 
social vulnerability to one of political and economic 
stabilization.

Arguing that a common trajectory calls for a 
multicountry analysis, Maier provides a comparative 
history of three European nations and argues that 
they did not simply return to a prewar status quo, but 
achieved a new balance of state authority and interest-
group representation. While most previous accounts 
presented the decade as a prelude to the Depression 
and dictatorships, Maier suggests that the stabilization 
of the 1920s, vulnerable as it was, foreshadowed the 
more enduring political stability achieved after World 
War II.

The immense and ambitious scope of this book, 
its ability to follow diverse histories in detail, and its 
effort to explain stabilization—and not just revolution or 
breakdown—have made it a classic of European history.

Charles S. Maier is the Leverett Saltonstall Professor of 
History at Harvard University. His many books include 
Among Empires: American Ascendancy and its Predeces-
sors, and Dissolution: The Crisis of Communism and the 
End of East Germany (Princeton). He is a member of 
the Council on Foreign Relations.

NOVEMBER

Paper  $29.95S 
978-0-691-16979-8
680 pages. 6 x 9.

EUROPEAN HISTORY

Five Days in August
How World War II Became a Nuclear War

Michael D. Gordin

Most Americans believe that the Second World War 
ended because the two atomic bombs dropped on 

Japan forced it to surrender. Five Days in August boldly 
presents a different interpretation: that the military did 
not clearly understand the atomic bomb’s revolution-
ary strategic potential, that the Allies were almost as 
stunned by the surrender as the Japanese were by 
the attack, and that not only had experts planned and 
fully anticipated the need for a third bomb, they were 
skeptical about whether the atomic bomb would work 
at all. With these ideas, Michael Gordin reorients the 
historical and contemporary conversation about the 
A-bomb and World War II. 

“Gordin has done an excellent job in surveying the diverse 

views on what happened during those momentous five 

days in August 1945.”

—John Krige, Science

“Gordin’s worthy study concludes that the bomb’s unique-

ness has inappropriately encouraged Japan’s reluctance to 

recognize and evaluate its war responsibility, and points 

toward the importance of examining nuclear weapons 

outside the familiar context of a nuclear standoff.”

—Publishers Weekly

Michael D. Gordin is professor of the history of sci-
ence at Princeton University. He is the author or editor 
of several books, including Red Cloud at Dawn: Tru-
man, Stalin, and the End of the Atomic Monopoly.

DECEMBER

Paper  $19.95S
978-0-691-16843-2 

Cloth  2007
978-0-691-12818-4 

232 pages. 2 halftones. 
5 maps. 6 x 9.

MILITARY HISTORY z  
WORLD WAR II



94  Paperbacks

The Importance of Being Civil
The Struggle for Political Decency

John A. Hall

Civility is desirable and possible, but can this fragile 
ideal be guaranteed? The Importance of Being Civil 
offers the most comprehensive look at the nature and 
advantages of civility throughout history and in our 
world today.  

“In this insightful, well-argued examination of civility (de-

fined as a tolerance and respect for different points of view), 

McGill University sociologist Hall argues that civility is the 

crucial foundation for a successful civil society. . . . This is a 

much-needed book for today’s contentious world.”

—Publishers Weekly

“As a narrative well-stocked with quotes from care-

fully chosen thinkers—Machiavelli, Adam Smith, and 

Tocqueville—and analytic observations that Hall has 

polished to brilliance through repeated delivery, the book 

will please both political scientists and casual read-

ers with an interest in the tribulations, triumphs, and 

prospects of civility.”

—ForeWord

“As would be expected from an intellect of such standing, 

this is a masterful work.” 

—Jason Edwards, Political Theory

John A. Hall is the James McGill Professor of Compar-
ative Historical Sociology at McGill University. 

JUNE 2015

Paper  $19.95S 
978-0-691-16797-8

Cloth  2013 
978-0-691-15326-1

280 pages. 1 line illus.
5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.
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The Butterfly Defect
How Globalization Creates Systemic Risks,  

and What to Do about It

Ian Goldin & Mike Mariathasan

The Butterfly Defect addresses the widening gap 
between the new systemic risks generated by globaliza-
tion and their effective management. It shows how the 
dynamics of turbo-charged globalization has the po-
tential and power to destabilize our societies. Drawing 
on the latest insights from a wide variety of disciplines, 
Ian Goldin and Mike Mariathasan provide practical 
guidance for how governments, businesses, and indi-
viduals can better manage globalization and risk.  

“An important and thought-provoking book.”

—Shawn Donnan, Financial Times

“A vital and timely book. . . . [A] must-read for anyone 

concerned about our rapidly integrated peoples and busi-

nesses, and the future of our hyperconnected world.” 

—Pascal Lamy, former director-general of the World 

Trade Organization

“The Butterfly Defect is remarkable. Never has globaliza-

tion, in its dramatically increased interconnectedness, been 

looked at so completely and clearly. . . . [O]f utmost interest.”

—Jean-Claude Trichet, former president of the European 

Central Bank and chairman of the Group of Thirty

Ian Goldin is director of the Oxford Martin School and 
professor of globalization and development at the 
University of Oxford. Mike Mariathasan is assistant 
professor of finance at the University of Vienna. 

NOVEMBER

Paper  $22.95S
978-0-691-16842-5 

Cloth  2014 
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320 pages. 50 line illus. 6 x 9.
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Conservative 
Internationalism

Armed Diplomacy under Jefferson, 
Polk, Truman, and Reagan

Henry R. Nau
With a new preface by the author

Debates about U.S. foreign policy have revolved 
around three main traditions—liberal internationalism, 
realism, and nationalism. In this book, distinguished 
political scientist Henry Nau delves deeply into a 
fourth, overlooked foreign policy tradition he calls 
“conservative internationalism.” This approach spreads 
freedom, like liberal internationalism; arms diplomacy, 
like realism; and preserves national sovereignty, like 
nationalism. It targets a world of limited government 
or independent “sister republics,” and not great power 
concerts or centralized international institutions.

Conservative Internationalism shows how the 
United States can effectively sustain global leadership 
while respecting the constraints of public will and 
material resources. 

“A valuable way of thinking about U.S. foreign policy.”

—Foreign Affairs

“Offers a rigorous and thought-provoking conceptual look 

into an important dimension of US foreign policy.”

—Nicolas Bouchet, International Affairs

Henry R. Nau is professor of political science and 
international affairs in the Elliott School of International 
Affairs at George Washington University. 

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $29.95S 
978-0-691-16849-4

Cloth  2013
978-0-691-15931-7 

352 pages. 1 halftone. 
3 line illus. 1 table. 

2 maps. 6 x 9.
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Strategic Reassurance  
and Resolve

U.S.-China Relations in the Twenty-First Century

James Steinberg &  
Michael E. O’Hanlon

With a new preface by the authors

After forty years of largely cooperative Sino-U.S. rela-
tions, policymakers, politicians, and pundits on both 
sides of the Pacific see growing tensions between the 
United States and China. James Steinberg and Michael 
O’Hanlon suggest there are powerful domestic and 
international factors that could well push the bilateral 
relationship toward an arms race and confrontation. 
They contend that this pessimistic scenario can be 
avoided and they offer a set of policy proposals to 
achieve a sustainable, relatively cooperative relation-
ship based on the concept of providing mutual strate-
gic reassurance.

“Furnishes an important and wide-ranging toolkit to keep 

the conversation between the U.S. and China going.”

—Ali Wyne, Wall Street Journal

James Steinberg is dean of the Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs and professor of social 
science, international affairs, and law at Syracuse 
University, and former deputy secretary of state in the 
Obama administration. Michael E. O’Hanlon is a 
senior fellow at the Brookings Institution who special-
izes in national security policy. 

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $24.95S
978-0-691-16855-5 

Cloth  2014 
978-0-691-15951-5

272 pages. 3 line illus. 8 tables. 
1 map. 6 x 9.
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Odd Couples
Extraordinary Differences between 
the Sexes in the Animal Kingdom

Daphne J. Fairbairn

While we joke that men are from Mars and women are 
from Venus, our gender differences can’t compare to 
those of many other animals. For instance, the male 
garden spider spontaneously dies after mating with a 
female more than fifty times his size. Why do gender 
gulfs exist? Looking at some of the most amazing 
creatures on the planet, Odd Couples sheds astonish-
ing light on what it means to be male or female in the 
animal kingdom.

“I found reading the book like taking a holiday in a foreign 

land with an enthusiastic and expert guide. You will come 

back with good stories, and a new appreciation of the amaz-

ing diversity of life on Earth and the forces shaping it.” 

—Suzanne Alonzo, Nature

“Insights into the lives of animals are what makes Odd 

Couples so enjoyable, and Fairbairn always takes an 

evolutionist-eye view to try to understand them.”

—Kate Douglas, New Scientist

“An utterly fascinating book that will change how you 

think about sexual differences.”

—GrrlScientist, Guardian 

Daphne J. Fairbairn is professor of biology at the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside. She has written widely 
on the science of sexual differences.

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $19.95S 
978-0-691-16978-1 

Cloth  2013 
978-0-691-14196-1 

328 pages. 17 color illus.  
5 halftones. 12 line illus.  

7 tables. 6 x 9.
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Winner of the 2014 ASLI Choice Award,  
Atmospheric Science Librarians International

One of Nature.com’s Top 20 Reads of 2014 

One of Science Friday’s Best Science Books of 2014

Oxygen
A Four Billion Year History

Donald E. Canfield 

The air we breathe is twenty-one percent oxygen, 
an amount higher than on any other known world. 
While we may take our air for granted, Earth was not 
always an oxygenated planet. How did it become this 
way? Donald Canfield—one of the world’s leading 
authorities on geochemistry, earth history, and the 
early oceans—covers this vast history, emphasizing its 
relationship to the evolution of life and the evolving 
chemistry of the Earth. 

“Engaging and authoritative.” 

—Nature

“Oxygen provides an ideal starting block for those inter-

ested in learning about Earth’s O2 history.” 

—Woodward W. Fischer, Science

“His excellent descriptions of the scientific process show 

how competing hypotheses, and the scientists who present 

them, vie for supremacy.” 

—Publishers Weekly

Donald E. Canfield is professor of ecology at the Uni-
versity of Southern Denmark.

SCIENCE ESSENTIALS

JANUARY

Paper  $17.95S 
978-0-691-16836-4

Cloth  2014
978-0-691-14502-0 

224 pages. 8 color illus. 
20 halftones. 35 line illus. 6 x 9.
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Co-Winner of the 2012 Mary Shelley Award for 
Outstanding Fictional Work, Media Ecology Association

The Silicon Jungle
A Novel of Deception, Power, and Internet Intrigue

Shumeet Baluja

The Silicon Jungle is a cautionary fictional tale of data 
mining’s promise and peril. Shumeet Baluja raises 
ethical questions about contemporary technological 
innovations, and how minute details can be routinely 
pieced together into rich profiles that reveal our habits, 
goals, and secret desires—all ready to be exploited.

“A cerebral, cautionary tale. Credible and scary.”

—Vint Cerf, Google Vice President and Chief Internet 

Evangelist, and one of the “Fathers of the Internet”

“Baluja simplifies the abstract world of tech-speak . . . 

while aiming to do for the Internet what Upton Sinclair’s 

The Jungle did for the meat industry: make readers 

reconsider its safety.” 

—Stephen Morrow, Library Journal

“At last, computer science has its equivalent to Scott 

Turow. Shumeet Baluja not only tells a compelling story, 

but as an expert in data mining, he also knows his stuff.”

—Keith Devlin, author of The Unfinished Game:  

Pascal, Fermat, and the Seventeenth-Century Letter 

that Made the World Modern

Shumeet Baluja is a senior staff research scientist at 
Google and the inventor of over 100 patents in algo-
rithms, data mining, privacy, and artificial intelligence. 

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $19.95S
978-0-691-16967-5 

Cloth  2011
978-0-691-14754-3  
352 pages. 6 x 9.
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Winner of the 2009 Dorothy Lee Award for 
Outstanding Scholarship in the Ecology of Culture, 

Media Ecology Association

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2009

Coming of Age in Second Life
An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human

Tom Boellstorff
With a new preface by the author 

Millions of people around the world today spend por-
tions of their lives in online virtual communities, of 
which Second Life represents a vibrant example. The 
residents of Second Life buy property and build homes, 
go to concerts and bars, attend weddings and religious 
services, buy and sell virtual goods and services, develop 
relationships—the possibilities are endless. 

Now with a new preface in which the author 
places his book in light of the most recent transforma-
tions in online culture, Coming of Age in Second Life 
remains the classic ethnography of virtual worlds.

“The book is absolutely invaluable for anyone who wants 

to understand what’s happening with virtual worlds.”

—Christopher M. Kelty, Current Anthropology

“Boellstorff’s portrayal of a virtual culture at the advent of its 

acceptance into mainstream life gives it lasting importance.”

—David Robson, Nature

Tom Boellstorff is professor of anthropology at the 
University of California, Irvine. 

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $24.95S
978-0-691-16834-0 

344 pages. 24 halftones. 6 x 9.

ANTHROPOLOGY z  
SOCIOLOGY



98  New and Forthcoming in Paperback

The Global Commonwealth of Citizens: 
Toward Cosmopolitan Democracy
Daniele Archibugi
$29.95X 978-0-691-16653-7

Moral Perception
Robert Audi
$21.95X 978-0-691-16654-4

Erased: Vanishing Traces of Jewish Galicia 
in Present-Day Ukraine
Omer Bartov
$24.95X 978-0-691-16655-1

In Our Name: The Ethics of Democracy
Eric Beerbohm
$29.95X 978-0-691-16815-9

Creating the Market University: How Academic 
Science Became an Economic Engine
Elizabeth Popp Berman
$24.95X 978-0-691-16656-8

Positive Definite Matrices
Rajendra Bhatia
$35.00X 978-0-691-16825-8

Not in the Heavens: The Tradition 
of Jewish Secular Thought
David Biale
$24.95X 978-0-691-16804-3

Americans at the Gate: The United States 
and Refugees during the Cold War
Carl J. Bon Tempo
$24.95X 978-0-691-16657-5

Music as Thought: Listening to 
the Symphony in the Age of Beethoven
Mark Evan Bonds
$24.95X 978-0-691-16805-0

Mozart’s Grace
Scott Burnham
$24.95S 978-0-691-16806-7

Confucian Perfectionism: A Political  
Philosophy for Modern Times
Joseph Chan
$24.95X 978-0-691-16816-6

Franz Kafka: The Office Writings
Stanley Corngold, Jack Greenberg & Benno Wagner, eds.
Translation by Eric Patton with Ruth Hein
$29.95X 978-0-691-16799-2

Meeting at Grand Central: Understanding the 
Social and Evolutionary Roots of Cooperation
Lee Cronk & Beth L. Leech
$22.95X 978-0-691-16659-9

Balancing the Banks: Global Lessons 
from the Financial Crisis
Mathias Dewatripont, Jean-Charles Rochet & Jean Tirole
$19.95X 978-0-691-16819-7

Overreach: Leadership in the Obama Presidency
George C. Edwards III
$19.95X 978-0-691-16331-4

Managing Egypt’s Poor and the Politics 
of Benevolence, 1800–1952
Mine Ener
$19.95X 978-0-691-16660-5

Nasser’s Gamble: How Intervention in Yemen 
Caused the Six-Day War and the Decline of 
Egyptian Power
Jesse Ferris
$27.95X 978-0-691-16343-7

Marcel Mauss: A Biography
Marcel Fournier
$35.00X 978-0-691-16807-4

Before and After Muhammad: 
The First Millennium Refocused
Garth Fowden
$24.95S 978-0-691-16840-1

Cities of Commerce: The Institutional 
Foundations of International Trade in 
the Low Countries, 1250–1650
Oscar Gelderblom
$27.95X 978-0-691-16820-3

There Goes the Gayborhood?
Amin Ghaziani
$24.95S 978-0-691-16841-8

Weimar Thought: A Contested Legacy
Peter E. Gordon & John P. McCormick, eds.
$29.95X 978-0-691-13511-3

The Econometrics of Individual Risk: 
Credit, Insurance, and Marketing
Christian Gourieroux & Joann Jasiak
$45.00X 978-0-691-16821-0

Presidents and the Dissolution of the Union: 
Leadership Style from Polk to Lincoln
Fred I. Greenstein
$17.95X 978-0-691-16661-2

The Bible in Arabic: The Scriptures of the 
“People of the Book” in the Language of Islam
Sidney H. Griffith
$24.95S 978-0-691-16808-1

On Sacrifice
Moshe Halbertal
$16.95X 978-0-691-16330-7

Margins and Metropolis: 
Authority across the Byzantine Empire
Judith Herrin
$27.95X 978-0-691-16662-9

Unrivalled Influence: 
Women and Empire in Byzantium
Judith Herrin
$27.95X 978-0-691-16670-4

After Cloven Tongues of Fire: Protestant 
Liberalism in Modern American History
David A. Hollinger
$22.95X 978-0-691-16663-6

Trusting Doctors: The Decline of Moral  
Authority in American Medicine
Jonathan B. Imber
$24.95X 978-0-691-16814-2

Men of Bronze: 
Hoplite Warfare in Ancient Greece
Donald Kagan & Gregory F. Viggiano, eds.
$24.95S 978-0-691-16845-6
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Power to the People: Energy in Europe 
over the Last Five Centuries
Astrid Kander, Paolo Malanima & Paul Warde
$35.00X 978-0-691-16822-7

Arbitrary Power: Romanticism, 
Language, Politics
William Keach
$19.95X 978-0-691-16800-5

Approximating Perfection: A Mathematician’s 
Journey into the World of Mechanics
Leonid P. Lebedev & Michael J. Cloud
$24.95X 978-0-691-16826-5

Accelerating Democracy: Transforming 
Governance through Technology
John O. McGinnis
$19.95X 978-0-691-16664-3

The Neanderthal Legacy: An Archaeological 
Perspective from Western Europe
Paul Mellars
$39.95X 978-0-691-16798-5

Impossible Engineering: Technology 
and Territoriality on the Canal du Midi
Chandra Mukerji
$24.95X 978-0-691-16665-0

Jews and the Military: A History
Derek J. Penslar
$24.95X 978-0-691-16809-8

Climate Change Justice
Eric A. Posner & David Weisbach
$22.95X 978-0-691-16666-7

Cities of Knowledge: Cold War Science 
and the Search for the Next Silicon Valley
Margaret Pugh O’Mara
$24.95X 978-0-691-16667-4

Taxation in Colonial America
Alvin Rabushka
$49.95X 978-0-691-16823-4

On Global Justice
Mathias Risse
$29.95X 978-0-691-16668-1

Against Massacre: Humanitarian Interventions 
in the Ottoman Empire, 1815–1914
Davide Rodogno
$29.95X 978-0-691-16669-8

Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells 
Us about the Diffusion of Innovation
Gabriel Rossman
$19.95X 978-0-691-16671-1

Selling Women Short: 
Gender and Money on Wall Street
Louise Marie Roth
$22.95X 978-0-691-16672-8

Hume’s Politics: Coordination and Crisis 
in the History of England
Andrew Sabl
$29.95X 978-0-691-16817-3

Secrets and Leaks: The Dilemma of State Secrecy
Rahul Sagar
$24.95X 978-0-691-16818-0

American Evangelicals in Egypt: 
Missionary Encounters in an Age of Empire
Heather J. Sharkey
$27.95X 978-0-691-16810-4

After Civil Rights: Racial Realism 
in the New American Workplace
John D. Skrentny
$27.95X 978-0-691-16812-8

States of Credit: Size, Power, and the 
Development of European Polities
David Stasavage
$24.95X 978-0-691-16673-5

Econometrics and the Philosophy of Economics: 
Theory-Data Confrontations in Economics
Bernt Stigum
$49.95X 978-0-691-16824-1

The Second Red Scare and the 
Unmaking of the New Deal Left
Landon R. Y. Storrs
$27.95X 978-0-691-16674-2

Confucianism as a World Religion: Contested 
Histories and Contemporary Realities
Anna Sun
$22.95X 978-0-691-16811-1

The Art of Social Theory
Richard Swedberg
$24.95X 978-0-691-16813-5

Financial Crises, Liquidity, and the 
International Monetary System
Jean Tirole
$22.95X 978-0-691-16704-6

Europe and the Islamic World: A History
John Tolan, Gilles Veinstein & Henry Laurens
With a foreword by John L. Esposito
$29.95S 978-0-691-16857-9

Redeeming The Prince: 
The Meaning of Machiavelli’s Masterpiece
Maurizio Viroli
$19.95X 978-0-691-16859-3

The Politics of Precaution: Regulating 
Health, Safety, and Environmental Risks 
in Europe and the United States
David Vogel
$24.95X 978-0-691-16336-9

Lobbying America: The Politics of 
Business from Nixon to NAFTA
Benjamin C. Waterhouse
$27.95X 978-0-691-16801-2

How Ancient Europeans Saw the World: 
Vision, Patterns, and the Shaping 
of the Mind in Prehistoric Times
Peter S. Wells
$24.95X 978-0-691-16675-9

The Color of Success: Asian Americans 
and the Origins of the Model Minority
Ellen D. Wu
$27.95X 978-0-691-16802-9

War Powers: The Politics 
of Constitutional Authority
Mariah Zeisberg
$24.95X 978-0-691-16803-6
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Bayesian Estimation 
of DSGE Models

Edward P. Herbst &  
Frank Schorfheide

Dynamic stochastic general equilibrium (DSGE) 
models have become one of the workhorses of 
modern macroeconomics and are extensively used for 
academic research as well as forecasting and policy 
analysis at central banks. This book introduces read-
ers to state-of-the-art computational techniques used 
in the Bayesian analysis of DSGE models. The book 
covers Markov chain Monte Carlo techniques for lin-
earized DSGE models, novel sequential Monte Carlo 
methods that can be used for parameter inference, 
and the estimation of nonlinear DSGE models based 
on particle filter approximations of the likelihood 
function. The theoretical foundations of the algo-
rithms are discussed in depth, and detailed empirical 
applications and numerical illustrations are provided. 
The book also gives invaluable advice on how to tailor 
these algorithms to specific applications and assess 
the accuracy and reliability of the computations.

Bayesian Estimation of DSGE Models is essential 
reading for graduate students, academic researchers, 
and practitioners at policy institutions.

Edward P. Herbst is an economist in the Division of 
Research and Statistics at the Federal Reserve Board. 
Frank Schorfheide is professor of economics at the 
University of Pennsylvania and research associate at 
the National Bureau of Economic Research.

THE ECONOMETRIC AND TINBERGEN INSTITUTES LECTURES
Herman K. van Dijk, Series Editor
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Cloth  $49.50S 
978-0-691-16108-2

232 pages. 50 line illus. 
23 tables. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

ECONOMICS

Global Production
Firms, Contracts, and Trade Structure

Pol Antràs

Global Production is the first book to provide a fully 
comprehensive overview of the complicated issues fac-
ing multinational companies and their global sourcing 
strategies. Few international trade transactions today 
are based on the exchange of finished goods; rather, 
the majority of transactions are dominated by sales 
of individual components and intermediary services. 
Many firms organize global production around offshor-
ing parts, components, and services to producers in 
distant countries, and contracts are drawn up specific 
to the parties and distinct legal systems involved. Pol 
Antràs examines the contractual frictions that arise in 
the international system of production and how these 
frictions influence the world economy.

Antràs discusses the inevitable complications 
that develop in contract negotiation and execution. 
He provides a unified framework that sheds light on 
the factors helping global firms determine production 
locations and other organizational choices. Antràs 
also implements a series of systematic empirical tests, 
based on recent data from the U.S. Customs and 
Census Offices, which demonstrate the relevance of 
contractual factors in global production decisions. 

Using an integrated approach, Global Production is 
an excellent resource for researchers, graduate students, 
and advanced undergraduates interested in the inner 
workings of international economics and trade.

Pol Antràs is the Robert G. Ory Family Professor of 
Economics at Harvard University and a research as-
sociate at the National Bureau of Economic Research. 

CREI LECTURES IN MACROECONOMICS
Jaume Ventura, Series Editor
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“Experimental Capitalism is an important 

work by an important scholar. Shedding 

light on the question of where great indus-

tries come from, the book provides a unique 

perspective on the American economy and 

challenges much of the traditional thinking 

about what matters for delivering strong 

economic performance.”

—David Audretsch, Indiana University

“The work of an original economist, Experi-

mental Capitalism uses six major industries 

as exemplars of a theory of shakeouts. This 

book succeeds admirably.”

—Stephen Martin, Purdue University

HOW AMERICAN INDUSTRIES ROSE  
TO DOMINATE THE ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE  

IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

Experimental Capitalism
The Nanoeconomics of American High-Tech Industries

Steven Klepper
Edited by Serguey Braguinsky,  

David A. Hounshell & John H. Miller

For much of the twentieth century, American corporations led 
the world in terms of technological progress. Why did certain 
industries have such great success? Experimental Capitalism 
examines six key industries—automobiles, pneumatic tires, 
television receivers, semiconductors, lasers, and penicil-
lin—and tracks the highs and lows of American high-tech 
capitalism and the resulting innovation landscape. Employing 
“nanoeconomics”—a deep dive into the formation and func-
tioning of companies—Steven Klepper determines how specific 
companies emerged to become the undisputed leaders that 
altered the course of their industry’s evolution.

Klepper delves into why a small number of firms came to 
dominate their industries for many years after an initial period 
of tumult, including General Motors, Firestone, and Intel. 
Even though capitalism is built on the idea of competition 
among many, he shows how the innovation process naturally 
led to such dominance. Klepper explores how this domination 
influenced the search for further innovations. He also consid-
ers why industries cluster in specific geographical areas, such 
as semiconductors in northern California, cars in Detroit, 
and tires in Akron. He finds that early leading firms serve as 
involuntary training grounds for the next generation of entre-
preneurs who spin off new firms into the surrounding region. 
Klepper concludes his study with a discussion of the impact of 
government and the potential for policy to enhance a nation’s 
high-tech industrial base.

A culmination of a lifetime of research and thought, 
Experimental Capitalism takes a dynamic look at how new ideas 
and innovations led to America’s economic primacy.

Steven Klepper (1949–2013) was the Arthur Arton Hamerschlag 
Professor of Economics and Social Science at Carnegie Mellon 
University. Klepper was a founding member of the Doctoral Col-
loquium of the Consortium for Competitiveness and Collabora-
tion, and served as director of CMU’s program in Strategy, En-
trepreneurship, and Technological Change. Serguey Braguinsky 
is associate professor of economics, David A. Hounshell is the 
David M. Roderick Professor of Technology and Social Change, 
and John H. Miller is professor of economics and social science, 
all at Carnegie Mellon University. 
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The Making of the 
Ancient Greek 

Economy
Institutions, Markets, and Growth in the City-States

Alain Bresson
Translated by Steven Rendall

This comprehensive introduction to the ancient Greek 
economy revolutionizes our understanding of the 
subject and its possibilities. Alain Bresson is one of 
the world’s leading authorities in the field, and he is 
helping to redefine it. Here he combines a thorough 
knowledge of ancient sources with innovative new ap-
proaches grounded in recent economic historiography 
to provide a detailed picture of the Greek economy 
between the last century of the Archaic Age and the 
closing of the Hellenistic period. Focusing on the city-
state, which he sees as the most important economic 
institution in the Greek world, Bresson addresses all of 
the city-states rather than only Athens. 

The book offers a groundbreaking new theoreti-
cal framework for studying the economy of ancient 
Greece; presents a masterful survey and analysis of 
the most important economic institutions, resources, 
and other factors; and addresses some major historio-
graphical debates. Among the many topics covered are 
climate, demography, transportation, agricultural pro-
duction, market institutions, money and credit, taxes, 
exchange, long-distance trade, and economic growth.

The result is an unparalleled demonstration that, 
unlike just a generation ago, it is possible today to 
study the ancient Greek economy as an economy and 
not merely as a secondary aspect of social or political 
history. This is essential reading for students, historians 
of antiquity, and economic historians of all periods.

Alain Bresson is professor of classics at the University 
of Chicago.
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Advanced 
International Trade

Theory and Evidence

Second Edition

Robert C. Feenstra 

Trade is a cornerstone concept in economics world-
wide. This updated second edition of the essential 
graduate textbook in international trade brings readers 
to the forefront of knowledge in the field and prepares 
students to undertake their own research. In Advanced 
International Trade, Robert Feenstra integrates the 
most current theoretical approaches with empirical 
evidence, and these materials are supplemented in 
each chapter by theoretical and empirical exercises.

Feenstra explores a wealth of material, such as the 
Ricardian and Heckscher-Ohlin models, extensions to 
many goods and factors, and the role of tariffs, quotas, 
and other trade policies. He examines imperfect com-
petition, offshoring, political economy, multinationals, 
endogenous growth, the gravity equation, and the 
organization of the firm in international trade. Feenstra 
also includes a new chapter on monopolistic competi-
tion with heterogeneous firms, with many applications 
of that model. In addition to known results, the book 
looks at some particularly important unpublished 
results by various authors. Two appendices draw on 
index numbers and discrete choice models to describe 
methods applicable to research problems in interna-
tional trade. 

Completely revised with the latest developments 
and brand-new materials, Advanced International 
Trade is a classic textbook that will be used widely by 
students and practitioners of economics for a long 
time to come.

Robert C. Feenstra is a professor in the Department 
of Economics at the University of California, Davis, 
where he holds the C. Bryan Cameron Distinguished 
Chair in International Economics. His books include 
Offshoring in the Global Economy and Product Variety 
and the Gains from International Trade. 
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Philosophy before  
the Greeks

The Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia

Marc Van De Mieroop

There is a growing recognition that philosophy isn’t 
unique to the West, that it didn’t begin only with the 
classical Greeks, and that Greek philosophy was influ-
enced by Near Eastern traditions. Yet even today there 
is a widespread assumption that what came before the 
Greeks was “before philosophy.” In Philosophy before the 
Greeks, Marc Van De Mieroop, an acclaimed historian 
of the ancient Near East, presents a groundbreaking 
argument that, for three millennia before the Greeks, 
one Near Eastern people had a rich and sophisticated 
tradition of philosophy fully worthy of the name.

In the first century BC, the Greek historian Dio-
dorus of Sicily praised the Babylonians for their devotion 
to philosophy. Showing the justice of Diodorus’s com-
ment, this is the first book to argue that there were Baby-
lonian philosophers and that they studied knowledge 
systematically using a coherent system of logic rooted 
in the practices of cuneiform script. Van De Mieroop 
uncovers Babylonian approaches to knowledge in three 
areas: the study of language, which in its analysis of 
the written word formed the basis of all logic; the art of 
divination, which interpreted communications between 
gods and humans; and the rules of law, which confirmed 
that royal justice was founded on truth.

The result is an innovative intellectual history of 
the ancient Near Eastern world during the many centu-
ries in which Babylonian philosophers inspired schol-
ars throughout the region—until the first millennium 
BC, when the breakdown of this cosmopolitan system 
enabled others, including the Greeks, to develop alter-
native methods of philosophical reasoning.

Marc Van De Mieroop is professor of history at Colum-
bia University. His books include The Ancient Meso-
potamian City, King Hammurabi of Babylon, A History 
of the Ancient Near East, The Eastern Mediterranean in 
the Age of Ramesses II, and A History of Ancient Egypt.
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Stealing Helen
The Myth of the Abducted Wife in  

Comparative Perspective

Lowell Edmunds

It’s a familiar story: a beautiful woman is abducted and 
her husband journeys to recover her. This story’s best-
known incarnation is also a central Greek myth—the 
abduction of Helen that led to the Trojan War. Steal-
ing Helen surveys a vast range of folktales and texts 
exhibiting the story pattern of the abducted beautiful 
wife and makes a detailed comparison with the Helen 
of Troy myth. Lowell Edmunds shows that certain 
Sanskrit, Welsh, and Old Irish texts suggest there was 
an Indo-European story of the abducted wife before the 
Helen myth of the Iliad became known.  

Investigating Helen’s status in ancient Greek 
sources, Edmunds argues that if Helen was just one 
trope of the abducted wife, the quest for Helen’s origin 
in Spartan cult can be abandoned, as can the quest for 
an Indo-European goddess who grew into the Helen 
myth. He explains that Helen was not a divine essence 
but a narrative figure that could replicate itself as 
needed, at various times or places in ancient Greece. 
Edmunds recovers some of these narrative Helens, 
such as those of the Pythagoreans and of Simon 
Magus, which then inspired the Helens of the Faust 
legend and Goethe.

Stealing Helen offers a detailed critique of prevail-
ing views behind the “real” Helen and presents an 
eye-opening exploration of the many sources for this 
international mythical and literary icon.

Lowell Edmunds is professor emeritus of classics at 
Rutgers University. He is the author of Oedipus: The 
Ancient Legend and Its Later Analogues and the editor 
of Approaches to Greek Myth.
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Lydia Ginzburg’s Prose
Reality in Search of Literature

Emily Van Buskirk

The Russian writer Lydia Ginzburg (1902–90) is best 
known for her Notes from the Leningrad Blockade and 
for influential critical studies, such as On Psychological 
Prose, investigating the problem of literary character 
in French and Russian novels and memoirs. Yet she 
viewed her most vital work to be the extensive prose 
fragments, composed for the desk drawer, in which 
she analyzed herself and other members of the Rus-
sian intelligentsia through seven traumatic decades of 
Soviet history. In this book, the first full-length English-
language study of the writer, Emily Van Buskirk presents 
Ginzburg as a figure of previously unrecognized innova-
tion and importance in the literary landscape of the 
twentieth century.

Based on a decade’s work in Ginzburg’s archives, 
the book discusses previously unknown manuscripts 
and uncovers a wealth of new information about the au-
thor’s life, focusing on Ginzburg’s quest for a new kind 
of writing adequate to her times. She writes of universal 
experiences—frustrated love, professional failures, re-
morse, aging—and explores the modern fragmentation 
of identity in the context of war, terror, and an oppres-
sive state. Searching for a new concept of the self, and 
deeming the psychological novel (a beloved academic 
specialty) inadequate to express this concept, Ginzburg 
turned to fragmentary narratives that blur the lines 
between history, autobiography, and fiction.

This full account of Ginzburg’s writing career in 
many genres and emotional registers enables us not 
only to rethink the experience of Soviet intellectuals, 
but to arrive at a new understanding of writing and 
witnessing during a horrific century.

Emily Van Buskirk is assistant professor in the De-
partment of Germanic, Russian, and East European 
Languages and Literatures at Rutgers University. She 
is the coeditor of Lydia Ginzburg’s Alternative Liter-
ary Identities and of a Russian edition of Ginzburg’s 
blockade prose.
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Ladies’ Greek
Victorian Translations of Tragedy

Yopie Prins

In Ladies’ Greek, Yopie Prins illuminates a culture of 
female classical literacy that emerged in the second 
half of the nineteenth century, during the formation of 
women’s colleges on both sides of the Atlantic. Why 
did Victorian women of letters desire to learn ancient 
Greek, a “dead” language, written in a strange alpha-
bet and no longer spoken? In the words of Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning, they wrote “some Greek upon the 
margin—lady’s Greek, without the accents.” Yet in the 
margins of classical scholarship they discovered other 
ways of knowing, and not knowing, Greek. Mediating 
between professional philology and the populariza-
tion of classics, these passionate amateurs became an 
important medium for classical transmission.

Combining archival research on the entry of 
women into Greek studies in Victorian England and 
America with a literary interest in their translations of 
Greek tragedy, Prins demonstrates how women turned 
to this genre to perform a passion for ancient Greek, 
full of eros and pathos. She focuses on five tragedies—
Agamemnon, Prometheus Bound, Electra, Hippolytus, 
and The Bacchae—to analyze a wide range of transla-
tional practices by women, and to explore the ongoing 
legacy of Ladies’ Greek. Key figures in this story in-
clude Barrett Browning and Virginia Woolf, Janet Case 
and Jane Harrison, Edith Hamilton and Eva Palmer, 
A. Mary F. Robinson and H.D. The book also features 
numerous illustrations, including photographs of early 
performances of Greek tragedy at women’s colleges. 

The first comparative study of Anglo-American 
Hellenism, Ladies’ Greek opens up new perspectives in 
transatlantic Victorian studies and the study of classi-
cal reception, translation, and gender.

Yopie Prins is professor of English and comparative 
literature at the University of Michigan and the author 
of Victorian Sappho (Princeton).
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“Steal from this book: Diana Fuss and William 

Gleason want you to. Bringing together an 

astonishing range of tips on an astounding 

range of literatures, this is a pedagogical care 

package for days when you’re ‘off,’ or students 

are tired, or the ice needs to be broken again, 

or you just want to shake things up. These 

tricks of the trade are more than surefire: they 

redefine the art of teaching literature.”

—Scott Herring, Indiana University

“This thoroughly compelling book—the first 

collection of student-centered teaching tools 

for English instructors—will be useful to a 

wide range of teachers.”

—Maurice S. Lee, Boston University

“Refreshingly hands-on without being 

reductive, this book makes an important 

contribution to undergraduate teaching and 

learning. By coming out in favor of active 

learning and student engagement, it posi-

tions itself at the head of a pack of bestsell-

ers on the craft of teaching. But it outdis-

tances them by calling on a wide range of 

expert teachers to share lessons gleaned 

from their experiences.”

—Jennifer Summit, San Francisco State 

University

THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE COLLECTION OF 
HANDS-ON EXERCISES THAT BRING ACTIVE  

LEARNING TO THE LITERATURE CLASSROOM

The Pocket Instructor: 
Literature

101 Exercises for the College Classroom

Edited by Diana Fuss &  
William Gleason

This is the first comprehensive collection of hands-on, active 
learning exercises for the college literature classroom, offering 
ideas and inspiration for new and veteran teachers alike. 

These 101 surefire lesson plans present creative and in-
teractive activities to get all your students talking and learning, 
from the first class to final review. Whether you are teaching 
genres or periods, canonical or noncanonical literature, majors 
or nonmajors, medieval verse or the graphic novel, this volume 
provides practical and flexible exercises for creating memorable 
learning experiences. Help students learn more and retain that 
knowledge longer by teaching them how to question, debate, 
annotate, imitate, write, draw, map, stage, or perform. These 
user-friendly exercises feature clear and concise step-by-step 
instructions, and each exercise is followed by helpful teaching 
tips and descriptions of the exercise in action. All encourage 
collaborative learning and many are adaptable to different class 
sizes or course levels. 

A collection of successful approaches for teaching fiction, 
poetry, and drama and their historical, cultural, and literary 
contexts, this indispensable book showcases the tried and true 
alongside the fresh and innovative.

u   101 creative classroom exercises for teaching literature
u   Exercises contributed by experienced teachers at a 

wide range of colleges and universities
u   Step-by-step instructions and teaching tips for 

each exercise
u   Extensive introduction on the benefits of bringing 

active learning to the literature classroom
u   Cross-references for finding further exercises and to 

aid course planning
u   Index of literary authors, works, and related topics

Diana Fuss is the Louis W. Fairchild Class of ’24 Professor of 
English at Princeton University. William Gleason is professor 
and chair of English at Princeton. Both Fuss and Gleason have 
led teaching seminars for graduate students and received 
Princeton’s President’s Award for Distinguished Teaching. 
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The First Book
Twentieth-Century Poetic Careers in America

Jesse Zuba

“We have many poets of the First Book,” the poet 
and critic Louis Simpson remarked in 1957, describ-
ing a sense that the debut poetry collection not only 
launched the contemporary poetic career but also had 
come to define it. Surveying American poetry over the 
past hundred years, The First Book explores the emer-
gence of the poetic debut as a unique literary produc-
tion with its own tradition, conventions, and dynamic 
role in the literary market. Through new readings of 
poets ranging from Wallace Stevens and Marianne 
Moore to John Ashbery and Louise Glück, Jesse Zuba 
illuminates the centrality of the first book to twentieth-
century American literary culture, where it serves as 
the site of complex struggles for legitimacy on the part 
of poets, critics, and publishers alike.

Zuba investigates poets’ diverse responses to 
the question of beginning a career in an increasingly 
professionalized literary scene that threatened the 
authenticity of the poetic calling. He shows how mod-
ernist debuts evoke markedly idiosyncratic paths, while 
postwar first books evoke trajectories that balance 
professional imperatives with traditional literary ideals. 
Debut titles ranging from Simpson’s The Arrivistes 
to Ken Chen’s Juvenilia stress the strikingly pervasive 
theme of beginning, accommodating a new demand 
for development even as it averts that demand. 

Combining literary analysis with cultural history, 
The First Book will interest scholars and students of 
twentieth-century literature as well as readers and writ-
ers of poetry.

Jesse Zuba is assistant professor of English at Dela-
ware State University. 
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Site Reading
Fiction, Art, Social Form

David J. Alworth

Site Reading offers a new method of literary and 
cultural interpretation and a new theory of narrative 
setting by examining five sites—supermarkets, dumps, 
roads, ruins, and asylums—that have been crucial 
to American literature and visual art since the mid-
twentieth century. Against the traditional understanding 
of setting as a static background for narrative action 
and character development, David Alworth argues that 
sites figure in novels as social agents. Engaging a wide 
range of social and cultural theorists, especially Bruno 
Latour and Erving Goffman, Site Reading examines how 
the literary figuration of real, material environments 
reorients our sense of social relations. To read the sites 
of fiction, Alworth demonstrates, is to reveal literature 
as a profound sociological resource, one that simulta-
neously models and theorizes collective life.

Each chapter identifies a particular site as a point 
of contact for writers and artists—the supermarket for 
Don DeLillo and Andy Warhol; the dump for William 
Burroughs and Mierle Laderman Ukeles; the road for 
Jack Kerouac, Joan Didion, and John Chamberlain; the 
ruin for Thomas Pynchon and Robert Smithson; and 
the asylum for Ralph Ellison, Gordon Parks, and Jeff 
Wall—and shows how this site mediates complex in-
teractions among humans and nonhumans. The result 
is an interdisciplinary study of American culture that 
brings together literature, visual art, and social theory 
to develop a new sociology of literature that empha-
sizes the sociology in literature.

David J. Alworth is assistant professor of English and 
of History and Literature at Harvard University.
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German Jewry and 
the Allure of 
the Sephardic

John M. Efron

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as Ger-
man Jews struggled for legal emancipation and social 
acceptance, they also embarked on a program of 
cultural renewal, two key dimensions of which were 
distancing themselves from their fellow Ashkenazim 
in Poland and giving a special place to the Sephardim 
of medieval Spain. Where they saw Ashkenazic Jewry 
as insular and backward, a result of Christian persecu-
tion, they depicted the Sephardim as worldly, morally 
and intellectually superior, and beautiful, products of 
the tolerant Muslim environment in which they lived. 
In this elegantly written book, John Efron looks in 
depth at the special allure Sephardic aesthetics held 
for German Jewry.

Efron examines how German Jews idealized the 
sound of Sephardic Hebrew and the Sephardim’s phys-
ical and moral beauty, and shows how the allure of the 
Sephardic found expression in neo-Moorish synagogue 
architecture, historical novels, and romanticized depic-
tions of Sephardic history. He argues that the shapers 
of German-Jewish culture imagined medieval Iberian 
Jewry as an exemplary Jewish community, bound by 
tradition yet fully at home in the dominant culture of 
Muslim Spain. Efron argues that the myth of Sephardic 
superiority was actually an expression of withering self-
critique by German Jews who, by seeking to transform 
Ashkenazic culture and win the acceptance of German 
society, hoped to enter their own golden age.

Stimulating and provocative, this book demon-
strates how the goal of this aesthetic self-refashioning 
was not assimilation but rather the creation of a new 
form of German-Jewish identity inspired by Sephardic 
beauty.

John M. Efron is the Koret Professor of Jewish History at 
the University of California, Berkeley. He is the author of 
Medicine and the German Jews: A History and Defenders 
of the Race: Jewish Doctors and Race Science in Fin-de-
Siècle Europe and the coauthor of The Jews: A History.
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Revolutionary Lives
Constance and Casimir Markievicz

Lauren Arrington

Constance Markievicz (1868–1927), born to the 
privileged Protestant upper class in Ireland, embraced 
suffrage before scandalously leaving for a bohemian 
life in London and then Paris. She would become 
known for her roles as politician and Irish revolutionary 
nationalist. Her husband, Casimir Dunin Markievicz 
(1874–1932), a painter, playwright, and theater director, 
was a Polish noble who would eventually join the Rus-
sian imperial army to fight on behalf of Polish freedom 
during World War I. Revolutionary Lives offers the first 
dual biography of these two prominent European activ-
ists and artists. Tracing the Markieviczes’ entwined and 
impassioned trajectories, biographer Lauren Arrington 
sheds light on the avant-garde cultures of London, 
Paris, and Dublin, and the rise of anti-imperialism at 
the turn of the twentieth century.

Drawing from new archival material, including 
previously untranslated newspaper articles, Arrington 
explores the interests and concerns of Europeans 
invested in suffrage, socialism, and nationhood. Unlike 
previous works, Arrington’s book brings Casimir 
Markievicz into the foreground of the story and explains 
how his liberal imperialism and his wife’s socialist 
republicanism arose from shared experiences, even as 
their politics remained distinct. Arrington also shows 
how Constance did not convert suddenly to Irish nation-
alism, but was gradually radicalized by the Irish Revival. 
Correcting previous depictions of Constance as hero 
or hysteric, Arrington presents her as a serious thinker 
influenced by political and cultural contemporaries.

Revolutionary Lives places the exciting biographies 
of two uniquely creative and political individuals and 
spouses in the wider context of early twentieth-century 
European history.

Lauren Arrington is senior lecturer at the Institute of 
Irish Studies, University of Liverpool. She is the author 
of W. B. Yeats, the Abbey Theatre, Censorship, and the 
Irish State.
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The Papers of  
Thomas Jefferson: 
Retirement Series

Volume 12: 1 September 1817 to 21 April 1818

Thomas Jefferson
Edited by J. Jefferson Looney

The 580 documents in this volume cover a wide range 
of fascinating topics. Jefferson receives impressions of a 
mammoth’s tooth, altitude and meteorological observa-
tions, a call for a national pharmacopoeia, a discussion 
of primeval geology, and a letter that elicits Jefferson’s 
opinion that cognition exists “in animal bodies certainly, 
in Vegetables probably, in Minerals not impossibly.” 
Jefferson leases his Tufton and Lego plantations to his 
grandson Thomas Jefferson Randolph. The directors 
of the Rivanna Company rebut Jefferson’s 1817 bill of 
complaint and he unwittingly ensures his eventual 
financial ruin by endorsing notes totaling $20,000 for 
Wilson Cary Nicholas. Jefferson adds to the collections 
of the American Philosophical Society and writes an 
extended introduction to the “Anas,” a corpus of official 
papers and political anecdotes documenting his service 
as George Washington’s secretary of state. Jefferson 
drafts legislation to establish a public education system 
in Virginia. He attends a Masonic cornerstone laying 
ceremony for the nascent Central College’s first pavilion 
early in October 1817 and is greatly pleased by the pas-
sage on 21 February 1818 of a law establishing a com-
mission to plan a new state university, raising his hopes 
that Central College might soon become the University 
of Virginia.

J. Jefferson Looney is editor of The Papers of Thomas 
Jefferson: Retirement Series, which is sponsored by the 
Thomas Jefferson Foundation, Charlottesville, Virginia.

THE PAPERS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON: RETIREMENT SERIES
J. Jefferson Looney, Editor
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Beyond Religious 
Freedom

The New Global Politics of Religion

Elizabeth Shakman Hurd

In recent years, North American and European nations 
have sought to legally remake religion in other coun-
tries through an unprecedented array of international 
initiatives. Policymakers have rallied around the notion 
that the fostering of religious freedom, interfaith 
dialogue, religious toleration, and protections for reli-
gious minorities are the keys to combating persecution 
and discrimination. Beyond Religious Freedom persua-
sively argues that these initiatives create the very social 
tensions and divisions they are meant to overcome.

Elizabeth Shakman Hurd looks at three critical 
channels of state-sponsored intervention: international 
religious freedom advocacy, development assistance 
and nation building, and international law. She shows 
how these initiatives make religious difference a mat-
ter of law, resulting in a divide that favors forms of 
religion authorized by those in power and excludes 
other ways of being and belonging. In exploring the 
dizzying power dynamics and blurred boundaries that 
characterize relations between “official religion,” “gov-
erned religion,” and “lived religion,” Hurd charts new 
territory in the study of religion in global politics.

A forceful and timely critique of the politics of pro-
moting religious freedom, Beyond Religious Freedom 
provides new insights into today’s most pressing 
dilemmas of power, difference, and governance.

Elizabeth Shakman Hurd is associate professor of 
political science at Northwestern University. She is the 
author of The Politics of Secularism in International Rela-
tions (Princeton) and the coeditor of Comparative Secu-
larisms in a Global Age and Politics of Religious Freedom.
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“In contrast to standard international rela-

tions accounts, which consider foreign 

policy to be driven by international factors, 

Milner and Tingley contend that domestic 

politics plays a major role in foreign policy 

decisions, and that certain foreign policy 

tools have major consequences domestically. 

Their book presents an original and provoca-

tive argument and substantiates it with a 

myriad of impressive original evidence.”

—James Raymond Vreeland, Georgetown 

University

“An engaging and important look at how 

politics between institutions within the 

United States shapes American foreign 

policy, Sailing the Water’s Edge brings to-

gether an incredibly wide array of examples 

and sources, while covering a tremendous 

breadth of empirical ground. A major and 

welcome contribution to international rela-

tions, this book will be widely read.”

—Jon Pevehouse, University of Wisconsin–

Madison

HOW U.S. DOMESTIC POLITICS SHAPES  
THE NATION’S FOREIGN POLICYSailing the Water’s Edge

The Domestic Politics of American Foreign Policy

Helen V. Milner & Dustin Tingley

When engaging with other countries, the U.S. government 
has a number of different policy instruments at its disposal, 
including foreign aid, international trade, and the use of 
military force. But what determines which policies are chosen? 
Does the United States rely too much on the use of military 
power and coercion in its foreign policies? Sailing the Water’s 
Edge focuses on how domestic U.S. politics—in particular 
the interactions between the president, Congress, interest 
groups, bureaucratic institutions, and the public—have influ-
enced foreign policy choices since World War II and shows why 
presidents have more control over some policy instruments 
than others. Presidential power matters and it varies systemati-
cally across policy instruments.

Helen Milner and Dustin Tingley consider how Congress 
and interest groups have substantial material interests in and 
ideological divisions around certain issues and that these factors 
constrain presidents from applying specific tools. As a result, 
presidents select instruments that they have more control over, 
such as use of the military. This militarization of U.S. foreign 
policy raises concerns about the nature of American engage-
ment, substitution among policy tools, and the future of U.S. 
foreign policy. Milner and Tingley explore whether American 
foreign policy will remain guided by a grand strategy of liberal 
internationalism, what affects American foreign policy suc-
cesses and failures, and the role of U.S. intelligence collection 
in shaping foreign policy. The authors support their arguments 
with rigorous theorizing, quantitative analysis, and focused case 
studies, such as U.S. foreign policy in Sub-Saharan Africa across 
two presidential administrations.

Sailing the Water’s Edge examines the importance of 
domestic political coalitions and institutions on the formation 
of American foreign policy.

Helen V. Milner is the B.C. Forbes Professor of Politics and 
International Affairs at Princeton University. Her books include 
Votes, Vetoes, and the Political Economy of International Trade 
Agreements and Interests, Institutions, and Information (both 
Princeton). Dustin Tingley is the Paul Sack Associate Professor 
of Political Economy and International Relations at Harvard 
University. 
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Paths Out of Dixie
The Democratization of Authoritarian Enclaves 

in America’s Deep South, 1944–1972

Robert Mickey

The transformation of the American South—from 
authoritarian to democratic rule—is the most important 
political development since World War II. It has re-
sorted voters into parties, remapped presidential elec-
tions, and helped polarize Congress. Most important, 
it is the final step in America’s democratization. Paths 
Out of Dixie illuminates this sea change by analyzing the 
democratization experiences of Georgia, Mississippi, 
and South Carolina.

Robert Mickey argues that Southern states, from 
the 1890s until the early 1970s, constituted pockets 
of authoritarian rule trapped within and sustained 
by a federal democracy. These enclaves—devoted to 
cheap agricultural labor and white supremacy—were 
established by conservative Democrats to protect their 
careers and clients. From the abolition of the whites-
only Democratic primary in 1944 until the national 
party reforms of the early 1970s, enclaves were battered 
and destroyed by a series of democratization pres-
sures from inside and outside their borders. Drawing 
on archival research, Mickey traces how Deep South 
rulers—dissimilar in their internal conflicts and politi-
cal institutions—varied in their responses to these 
challenges. Ultimately, enclaves differed in their degree 
of violence, incorporation of African Americans, and 
reconciliation of Democrats with the national party. 
These diverse paths generated political and economic 
legacies that continue to reverberate today.

Robert Mickey is associate professor of political sci-
ence at the University of Michigan.
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When Movements 
Anchor Parties

Electoral Alignments in American History

Daniel Schlozman

Throughout American history, some social move-
ments, such as organized labor and the Christian 
Right, have forged influential alliances with political 
parties, while others, such as the antiwar movement, 
have not. When Movements Anchor Parties provides a 
bold new interpretation of American electoral history 
by examining five prominent movements and their 
relationships with political parties.

Taking readers from the Civil War to today, Daniel 
Schlozman shows how two powerful alliances—those 
of organized labor and Democrats in the New Deal, 
and the Christian Right and Republicans since the 
1970s—have defined the basic priorities of parties and 
shaped the available alternatives in national politics. 
He traces how they diverged sharply from three other 
major social movements that failed to establish a place 
inside political parties—the abolitionists following the 
Civil War, the Populists in the 1890s, and the antiwar 
movement in the 1960s and 1970s. Moving beyond a 
view of political parties simply as collections of groups 
vying for influence and resources, Schlozman explores 
how would-be influencers gain influence—or don’t. He 
reveals how movements join with parties only when 
the alliance is beneficial to parties, and how alliance 
exacts a high price from movements. Their radical sup-
porters get shunted aside. Their sweeping visions give 
way to compromise and partial victories. Yet as Schloz-
man demonstrates, the price is well worth paying as 
movements reorient parties’ priorities.

Daniel Schlozman is assistant professor of political 
science at Johns Hopkins University.
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“This excellent and rigorously researched 

book enhances our understanding of Jewish 

and Muslim religious-political movements 

and women’s attendant roles in ways that 

have remained largely unaddressed until 

now. By providing a window into a world 

seldom seen, let alone traversed, it chal-

lenges common understandings about these 

movements and women’s agency therein.”

—Sara Roy, Harvard University

A COMPARATIVE LOOK AT FEMALE POLITICAL  
ACTIVISM IN TODAY’S MOST INFLUENTIAL  

ISRAELI AND PALESTINIAN RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS

Righteous Transgressions
Women’s Activism on the Israeli 
and Palestinian Religious Right

Lihi Ben Shitrit

How do women in conservative religious movements expand 
spaces for political activism in ways that go beyond their move-
ments’ strict ideas about male and female roles? How and 
why does this activism happen in some movements but not in 
others? Righteous Transgressions examines these questions by 
comparatively studying four groups: the Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank, the ultra-Orthodox Shas, the Islamic Movement 
in Israel, and the Palestinian Hamas. Lihi Ben Shitrit demon-
strates that women’s prioritization of a nationalist agenda over 
a proselytizing one shapes their activist involvement. 

Ben Shitrit shows how women construct “frames of excep-
tion” that temporarily suspend, rather than challenge, some of 
the limiting aspects of their movements’ gender ideology. View-
ing women as agents in such movements, she analyzes the 
ways in which activists use nationalism to astutely reframe gen-
der role transgressions from inappropriate to righteous. The 
author engages the literature on women’s agency in Muslim 
and Jewish religious contexts, and sheds light on the centrality 
of women’s activism to the promotion of the spiritual, social, 
cultural, and political agendas of both the Israeli and Palestin-
ian religious right.  

Looking at the four most influential political movements 
of the Israeli and Palestinian religious right, Righteous Trans-
gressions reveals how the bounds of gender expectations can be 
crossed for the political good.

Lihi Ben Shitrit is an assistant professor in the School of Public 
and International Affairs at the University of Georgia.
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Of Sand or Soil
Genealogy and Tribal Belonging in Saudi Arabia

Nadav Samin

Why do tribal genealogies matter in modern-day Saudi 
Arabia? What compels the strivers and climbers of 
the new Saudi Arabia to want to prove their authen-
tic descent from one or another prestigious Arabian 
tribe? Of Sand or Soil looks at how genealogy and tribal 
belonging have informed the lives of past and present 
inhabitants of Saudi Arabia and how the Saudi govern-
ment’s tacit glorification of tribal origins has shaped 
the powerful development of the kingdom’s genealogi-
cal culture.

Nadav Samin presents the first extended biographi-
cal exploration of the major twentieth-century Saudi 
scholar Hamad al-Jasir, whose genealogical studies 
frame the story about belonging and identity in the mod-
ern kingdom. Samin examines the interplay between 
al-Jasir’s genealogical project and his many hundreds of 
petitioners, mostly Saudis of nontribal or lower status 
origin who sought validation of their tribal roots in his 
genealogical texts. Investigating the Saudi relationship to 
this opaque, orally inscribed historical tradition, Samin 
considers the consequences of modern Saudi genea-
logical politics and how the most intimate anxieties of 
nontribal Saudis today are amplified by the governing 
strategies and kinship ideology of the Saudi state.

Challenging the impression that Saudi culture 
is determined by puritanical religiosity or rentier 
economic principles, Of Sand or Soil shows how the 
exploration and establishment of tribal genealogies 
have become influential phenomena in contemporary 
Saudi society. Beyond Saudi Arabia, this book casts 
important new light on the interplay between kinship 
ideas, oral narrative, and state formation in rapidly 
changing societies.

Nadav Samin is visiting assistant professor of anthro-
pology at Dartmouth College. 
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Sounding the 
Limits of Life

Essays in the Anthropology of Biology and Beyond

Stefan Helmreich 
With contributions from Sophia Roosth  

& Michele Friedner

What is life? What is water? What is sound? In Sound-
ing the Limits of Life, anthropologist Stefan Helmreich 
investigates how contemporary scientists—biologists, 
oceanographers, and audio engineers—are redefining 
these crucial concepts. Life, water, and sound are phe-
nomena at once empirical and abstract, material and 
formal, scientific and social. In the age of synthetic biol-
ogy, rising sea levels, and new technologies of listen-
ing, these phenomena stretch toward their conceptual 
snapping points, breaching the boundaries between 
nature and culture.

Through examinations of the computational life 
sciences, marine biology, astrobiology, acoustics, 
and more, Helmreich follows scientists to the limits 
of these categories. Along the way, he offers critical 
accounts of such other-than-human entities as digital 
life forms, microbes, coral reefs, whales, seawater, 
extraterrestrials, tsunamis, seashells, and bionic 
cochlea. He develops a new notion of “sounding”—as 
investigating, fathoming, listening—to describe the 
form of inquiry appropriate for tracking meanings and 
practices of the biological, aquatic, and sonic in a time 
of global change and climate crisis.

Sounding the Limits of Life shows that life, water, 
and sound no longer mean what they once did, and 
that what count as their essential natures are under 
dynamic revision.

Stefan Helmreich is professor of anthropology at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He is the 
author of Alien Ocean and Silicon Second Nature.
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“Wuthnow presents a lively portrait of the 

complexities and concerns of American 

agriculture, helping us better understand 

those who grow our food. In the Blood is an 

extremely ambitious book and a very good 

read. There is nothing else like it. No one 

else has so thoroughly presented farmers in 

their own words.”

—Pamela Riney-Kehrberg, author of Always 

Plenty to Do: Growing Up on a Farm in the 

Long Ago

“In the Blood is a thorough and compelling 

look at farm life in America by the nation’s 

top sociologist of culture. Wuthnow offers 

new conceptions of a crucial yet neglected 

institution.”

—Elaine Howard Ecklund, Rice University

A VIVID AND MOVING PORTRAIT OF  
AMERICA’S FARM FAMILIESIn the Blood

Understanding America’s Farm Families

Robert Wuthnow

Farming is essential to the American economy and our daily 
lives, yet few of us have much contact with farmers except 
through the food we eat. Who are America’s farmers? Why is 
farming important to them? How are they coping with dramatic 
changes to their way of life? In the Blood paints a vivid and mov-
ing portrait of America’s farm families, shedding new light on 
their beliefs, values, and complicated relationship with the land.

Drawing on more than two hundred in-depth interviews, 
Robert Wuthnow presents farmers in their own voices as 
they speak candidly about their family traditions, aspirations 
for their children, business arrangements, and conflicts with 
family members. They describe their changing relationships 
with neighbors, their shifting views about religion, and the 
subtle ways they defend their personal independence. Wuth-
now shares the stories of farmers who operate dairies, raise 
livestock, and grow our fruit and vegetables. We hear from corn 
and soybean farmers, wheat-belt farmers, and cotton growers. 
We gain new insights into how farmers assign meaning to the 
land, and how they grapple with the increasingly difficult chal-
lenges of biotechnology and global markets.

In the Blood reveals how, despite profound changes in 
modern agriculture, farming remains an enduring commitment 
that runs deeply in the veins of today’s farm families.

Robert Wuthnow is the Gerhard R. Andlinger ’52 Professor of 
Social Sciences and director of the Center for the Study of Re-
ligion at Princeton University. He is the author of many books, 
including Rough Country, Small-Town America, Red State Reli-
gion, and Remaking the Heartland (all Princeton).
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Magazines and the 
Making of America

Modernization, Community, and Print Culture, 
1741–1860

Heather A. Haveman 

From the colonial era to the onset of the Civil War, 
Magazines and the Making of America looks at how 
magazines and the individuals, organizations, and cir-
cumstances they connected ushered America into the 
modern age. How did a magazine industry emerge in 
the United States, where there were once only amateur 
authors, clumsy technologies for production and distri-
bution, and sparse reader demand? What legitimated 
magazines as they competed with other media, such 
as newspapers, books, and letters? And what role did 
magazines play in the integration or division of Ameri-
can society? 

From their first appearance in 1741, magazines 
brought together like-minded people, wherever they 
were located and whatever interests they shared. As 
America became socially differentiated, magazines 
engaged and empowered diverse communities of faith, 
purpose, and practice. Religious groups could distin-
guish themselves from others and demarcate their 
identities. Social-reform movements could energize 
activists across the country to push for change. People 
in specialized occupations could meet and learn from 
one another to improve their practices. Magazines built 
translocal communities—collections of people with 
common interests who were geographically dispersed 
and could not easily meet face-to-face. By supporting 
communities that crossed various axes of social struc-
ture, magazines also fostered pluralistic integration.

Magazines and the Making of America considers 
how print publications helped construct a distinctly 
American society.

Heather A. Haveman is professor of sociology and 
business at the University of California, Berkeley.
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Beyond the Beat
Musicians Building Community in Nashville

Daniel B. Cornfield

At a time when the bulwarks of the music industry 
are collapsing, what does it mean to be a success-
ful musician and artist? How might contemporary 
musicians sustain their artistic communities? Based 
on interviews with over seventy-five popular-music 
professionals in Nashville, Beyond the Beat looks at 
artist activists—those visionaries who create inclu-
sive artist communities in today’s individualistic and 
entrepreneurial art world. Using Nashville as a model, 
Daniel Cornfield develops a theory of artist activism—
the ways that artist peers strengthen and build diverse 
artist communities.

Cornfield discusses how genre-diversifying artist 
activists have arisen throughout the late twentieth- 
century musician migration to Nashville, a city that 
boasts the highest concentration of music jobs in 
the United States. Music City is now home to diverse 
recording artists—including Jack White, El Movimiento, 
the Black Keys, and Paramore. Cornfield identifies three 
types of artist activists: the artist-producer who pro-
duces and distributes his or her own and others’ work 
while mentoring early-career artists, the social entrepre-
neur who maintains social spaces for artist networking, 
and arts trade union reformers who are revamping 
collective bargaining and union functions. Throughout, 
Cornfield examines enterprising musicians both known 
and less recognized. He links individual and collective 
actions taken by artist activists to their orientations 
toward success, audience, and risk and to their original 
inspirations for embarking on music careers.

Beyond the Beat offers a new model of artistic 
success based on innovating creative institutions to 
benefit the society at large.

Daniel B. Cornfield is professor of sociology at Vander-
bilt University. He is the author of Becoming a Mighty 
Voice and coeditor of Worlds of Work. 
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THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE ACCOUNT OF 
NIETZSCHE’S VIEWS ON JEWS AND JUDAISM

“Nietzsche’s Jewish Problem promises to be 

the definitive account of Nietzsche’s relation 

to Jews and Judaism for some time to come. 

In lucid and compelling prose, Robert Holub 

offers a provocative reappraisal of Nietzsche 

that forces us to confront how he managed 

to mix sustained anti-Jewish views with a 

rejection of anti-Semitic politics. No one seri-

ously interested in the German intellectual 

tradition can afford to ignore this book.”

—Jonathan M. Hess, University of North 

Carolina, Chapel Hill
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Nietzsche’s Jewish Problem
Between Anti-Semitism and Anti-Judaism

Robert C. Holub

For more than a century, Nietzsche’s views about Jews and 
Judaism have been subject to countless polemics. The Nazis 
infamously fashioned the philosopher as their anti-Semitic 
precursor, while in the past thirty years the pendulum has 
swung in the opposite direction. The increasingly popular view 
today is that Nietzsche was not only completely free of racist 
tendencies but was also a principled adversary of anti-Jewish 
thought. Nietzsche’s Jewish Problem offers a definitive reap-
praisal of the controversy, taking the full historical, intellectual, 
and biographical context into account. As Robert Holub shows, 
a careful consideration of all the evidence from Nietzsche’s 
published and unpublished writings and letters reveals that he 
harbored anti-Jewish prejudices throughout his life.

Nietzsche’s Jewish Problem demonstrates how this is so 
despite the apparent paradox of the philosopher’s well- 
documented opposition to the crude political anti-Semitism 
of the Germany of his day. As Holub explains, Nietzsche’s 
“anti-anti-Semitism” was motivated more by distaste for vulgar 
nationalism than by any objection to anti-Jewish prejudice. 

A richly detailed account of a controversial issue that 
goes to the heart of Nietzsche’s reputation and reception, 
Nietzsche’s Jewish Problem will fascinate anyone interested in 
philosophy, intellectual history, or the history of anti-Semitism.

Robert C. Holub is Ohio Eminent Scholar and Professor of 
German at Ohio State University and former chancellor of the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. The author of several 
books on nineteenth- and twentieth-century German literary, 
cultural, and intellectual history, he is also the editor of edi-
tions of Nietzsche’s On the Genealogy of Morals and Beyond 
Good and Evil. 
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Reconstruction

A. J. Julius

What should a person do when she depends for her 
possibilities of action on the actions of other persons? 
Is it possible to live as one free person among others? 
In this groundbreaking work of moral and political 
philosophy, A. J. Julius argues that a person acts freely 
by acting for good reasons. To act for good reasons in 
the presence of other people, a person must act for 
reasons that she shares with them. Julius uses these 
ideas of free action and interpersonal rationality to 
explain the wrongness of coercion, the value of coop-
eration, the rational force of democratic law, and the 
imperative of substituting public for private property. 
He proposes that we can begin to act freely, within our 
actual unfree society, by setting out to reconstruct it on 
a democratic basis. 

A book that will open new directions in the 
discussion of rationality and freedom, Reconstruction 
makes it plain that the political is personal.

A. J. Julius is assistant professor of philosophy at the 
University of California, Los Angeles.
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Epistemic Angst
Radical Skepticism and 

the Groundlessness of Our Believing

Duncan Pritchard

Epistemic Angst offers a completely new solution to the 
ancient philosophical problem of radical skepticism—
the challenge of explaining how it is possible to have 
knowledge of a world external to us.

Duncan Pritchard argues that the key to resolv-
ing this puzzle is to realize that it is composed of two 
logically distinct problems, each requiring its own 
solution. He then puts forward solutions to both prob-
lems. To that end, he offers a new reading of Wittgen-
stein’s account of the structure of rational evaluation 
and demonstrates how this provides an elegant solu-
tion to one aspect of the skeptical problem. Pritchard 
also revisits the epistemological disjunctivist proposal 
that he developed in previous work and shows how it 
can effectively handle the other aspect of the problem. 
Finally, he argues that these two antiskeptical posi-
tions, while superficially in tension with each other, 
are not only compatible but also mutually supporting.

The result is a comprehensive and distinctive 
resolution to the problem of radical skepticism, one 
that challenges many assumptions in contemporary 
epistemology.

Duncan Pritchard is professor of philosophy at the 
University of Edinburgh, where he is the director of 
Eidyn: The Edinburgh Centre for Epistemology, Mind 
and Normativity. His books include Epistemic Luck 
and Epistemological Disjunctivism.

SOOCHOW UNIVERSITY LECTURES IN PHILOSOPHY
Chienkuo Mi, General Editor
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On War and Democracy

Christopher Kutz

On War and Democracy provides a richly nuanced 
examination of the moral justifications democracies of-
ten invoke to wage war. In this compelling and provoc-
ative book, Christopher Kutz argues that democratic 
principles can be both fertile and toxic ground for the 
project of limiting war’s violence. Only by learning to 
view war as limited by our democratic values—rather 
than as a tool for promoting them—can we hope to ar-
rest the slide toward the borderless, seemingly endless 
democratic “holy wars” and campaigns of remote kill-
ings we are witnessing today, and to stop permanently 
the use of torture and secret law.

Kutz shows how our democratic values, under-
stood incautiously and incorrectly, can actually under-
mine the goal of limiting war. He helps us better un-
derstand why we are tempted to believe that collective 
violence in the name of politics can be legitimate when 
individual violence is not. In doing so, he offers a bold 
new account of democratic agency that acknowledges 
the need for national defense and the promotion of 
liberty abroad while limiting the temptations of military 
intervention. Kutz demonstrates why we must address 
concerns about the means of waging war—including 
remote war and surveillance—and why we must create 
institutions to safeguard some nondemocratic values, 
such as dignity and martial honor, from the threat of 
democratic politics.

On War and Democracy reveals why understand-
ing democracy in terms of political agency, not insti-
tutional process, is crucial to limiting when and how 
democracies use violence.

Christopher Kutz is the C. William Maxeiner Distin-
guished Professor of Law and director of the Kadish 
Center for Morality, Law, and Public Affairs at the 
University of California, Berkeley. He is the author of 
Complicity: Ethics and Law for a Collective Age.
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Classical Confucian 
Political Thought

A New Interpretation

Loubna El Amine

The intellectual legacy of Confucianism has loomed 
large in efforts to understand China’s past, present, 
and future. While Confucian ethics has been thor-
oughly explored, the question remains: what exactly is 
Confucian political thought? Classical Confucian Politi-
cal Thought returns to the classical texts of the Confu-
cian tradition to answer this vital question. Showing 
how Confucian ethics and politics diverge, Loubna 
El Amine argues that Confucian political thought is 
not a direct application of Confucian moral philoso-
phy. Instead, contrary to the conventional view that 
Confucian rule aims to instill virtue in all members of 
society, El Amine demonstrates that its main aim is to 
promote political order.

El Amine analyzes key aspects of the Confucian 
political vision, including the relationship between the 
ruler and the people, the typology of rulers, and the 
role of ministers and government officials. She also 
looks at Confucianism’s account of the mechanisms 
through which society is to be regulated, from welfare 
policies to rituals. She explains that the Confucian con-
ception of the political leaves space open for the rule 
of those who are not virtuous if these rulers establish 
and maintain political order. She also contends that 
Confucians defend the duty to take part in government 
based on the benefits that such participation can bring 
to society.

Classical Confucian Political Thought brings a new 
understanding to Confucian political theory by illustrat-
ing that it is not chiefly idealistic and centered on virtue, 
but rather realistic and driven by political concerns. 

Loubna El Amine is assistant professor of government 
at Georgetown University. 
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Carlos Chávez 
and His World

Edited by Leonora Saavedra

Carlos Chávez (1899–1978) is the central figure in 
Mexican music of the twentieth century and among the 
most eminent of all Latin American modernist com-
posers. An enfant terrible in his own country, Chávez 
was an integral part of the emerging music scene in 
the United States in the 1920s. His highly individual 
style—diatonic, dissonant, contrapuntal—addressed 
both modernity and Mexico’s indigenous past. Chávez 
was also a governmental arts administrator, founder 
of major Mexican cultural institutions, and conductor 
and founder of the Orquesta Sinfónica de México. 
Carlos Chávez and His World brings together an 
international roster of leading scholars to delve into 
not only Chávez’s music but also the history, art, and 
politics surrounding his life and work.

Contributors explore Chávez’s vast body of com-
positions, including his piano music, symphonies, vio-
lin concerto, late compositions, and Indianist music. 
They look at his connections with such artistic greats 
as Aaron Copland, Miguel Covarrubias, Henry Cowell, 
Silvestre Revueltas, and Paul Strand. The essays exam-
ine New York’s modernist scene, Mexican symphonic 
music, portraits of Chávez by major Mexican artists of 
the period, including Diego Rivera and Rufino Tamayo, 
and Chávez’s impact on El Colegio Nacional. 

A quantum leap in understanding Carlos Chávez 
and his milieu, this collection will stimulate further 
work in Latin American music and culture.

Leonora Saavedra is associate professor of music at 
the University of California, Riverside.
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REANNOUNCING

Preserving the Dharma
Hōzan Tankai and Japanese Buddhist Art  

of the Early Modern Era

John M. Rosenfield

In this beautifully illustrated book, eminent art his-
torian John Rosenfield explores the life and art of the 
Japanese Buddhist monk Hōzan Tankai (1629–1716). 
Through a close examination of sculptures, paintings, 
ritual implements, and primary documents, the book 
demonstrates how the Shingon prelate’s artistic activi-
ties were central to his important place in the world 
of late-seventeenth-century Japanese Buddhism. At 
the same time, the book shows the richness of early 
modern Japanese Buddhist art, which has often been 
neglected and undervalued.

Tankai was firmly committed to the spiritual 
disciplines of mountain Buddhism—seclusion, severe 
asceticism, meditation, and ritual. But in the 1680s, af-
ter being appointed head of a small, run-down temple 
on the slopes of Mount Ikoma, near Nara, he revealed 
that he was also a gifted artist and administrator. He 
embarked on an ambitious campaign of constructing 
temple halls and commissioning icons, and the Ikoma 
temple, soon renamed Hōzanji, became a vibrant cen-
ter of popular Buddhism, as it remains today. He was a 
remarkably productive artist, and by the end of his life 
more than 150 works were associated with him. 

A major reconsideration of a key artistic and 
religious figure, Preserving the Dharma brings much-
needed attention to an overlooked period of Japanese 
Buddhist art.

John M. Rosenfield (1924–2013) was the Abby Aldrich 
Rockefeller Professor Emeritus of East Asian Art at 
Harvard University and curator emeritus of Asian art 
at the Harvard University Art Museums. 
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“In this timely book, Denny posits that treat-

ing biomechanics and ecology separately 

leads to an incomplete understanding of 

nature. Their working together is key. Using 

engaging case studies and explaining in 

depth the physics underlying biomechanics, 

Denny takes readers through a vast amount 

of material and territory, and presents sci-

ence that is relevant to actual and pressing 

problems. There is no other work like it.”

—Jérôme Casas, Institut Universitaire de 

France and University of Tours

“This is a landmark book, the best of its 

kind I’ve ever read. It manages to be beauti-

fully detailed and broadly visionary at the 

same time. Denny sees connections among 

multiple phenomena and offers his insights 

with an authoritative, comprehensive, 

lucid, and entertaining style. I will certainly 

use this book, as will other professional 

biologists, graduate students, and advanced 

undergraduates in the field.”

—Art Woods, University of Montana

AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION OF HOW  
BIOMECHANICS AND ECOLOGY WORK TOGETHEREcological Mechanics

Principles of Life’s Physical Interactions

Mark Denny

Plants and animals interact with each other and their surround-
ings, and these interactions—with all their complexity and con-
tingency—control where species can survive and reproduce. 
In this comprehensive and groundbreaking introduction to the 
emerging field of ecological mechanics, Mark Denny explains 
how the principles of physics and engineering can be used to 
understand the intricacies of these remarkable relationships. 

Denny opens with a brief review of basic physics before in-
troducing the fundamentals of diffusion, fluid mechanics, solid 
mechanics, and heat transfer, taking care to explain each in the 
context of living organisms. Why are corals of different shapes 
on different parts of a reef? How can geckos climb sheer walls? 
Why can birds and fish migrate farther than mammals? How 
do desert plants stay cool? The answers to these and a host of 
similar questions illustrate the principles of heat, mass, and 
momentum transport and set the stage for the book’s central 
topic, the application of these principles in ecology. Denny 
shows how variations in the environment—in both space and 
time—affect the performance of plants and animals. He intro-
duces spectral analysis, a mathematical tool for quantifying 
the patterns in which environments vary, and uses it to analyze 
such subjects as the spread of invasive species. Synthesizing 
the book’s materials, the final chapters use ecological mechan-
ics to predict the occurrence and consequences of extreme 
ecological events, explain the emergence of patterns in the 
distribution and abundance of organisms, and empower read-
ers to explore further.

Ecological Mechanics offers new insights into the physical 
workings of organisms and their environment.

Mark Denny is the John B. and Jean DeNault Professor of 
Marine Sciences at Stanford University’s Hopkins Marine 
Station in Pacific Grove, California. His books include Biology 
and the Mechanics of the Wave-Swept Environment, Air and 
Water, and How the Ocean Works.
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Quantitative 
Viral Ecology

Dynamics of Viruses and Their Microbial Hosts

Joshua S. Weitz 

When we think about viruses we tend to consider 
ones that afflict humans—such as those that cause 
influenza, HIV, and Ebola. Yet, vastly more viruses 
infect single-celled microbes. Diverse and abundant, 
microbes and the viruses that infect them are found 
in oceans, lakes, plants, soil, and animal-associated 
microbiomes. Taking a vital look at the “microscopic” 
mode of disease dynamics, Quantitative Viral Ecology 
establishes a theoretical foundation from which to 
model and predict the ecological and evolutionary 
dynamics that result from the interaction between 
viruses and their microbial hosts. 

Joshua Weitz addresses three major questions: 
What are viruses of microbes and what do they do to 
their hosts? How do interactions of a single virus-host 
pair affect the number and traits of hosts and virus 
populations? How do virus-host dynamics emerge in 
natural environments when interactions take place 
between many viruses and many hosts? Emphasizing 
how theory and models can provide answers, Weitz 
offers a cohesive framework for tackling new challenges 
in the study of viruses and microbes and how they are 
connected to ecological processes—from the labora-
tory to the Earth system.

Quantitative Viral Ecology is an innovative 
exploration of the influence of viruses in our complex 
natural world.

Joshua S. Weitz is associate professor of biology at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology.

MONOGRAPHS IN POPULATION BIOLOGY
Simon A. Levin and Henry S. Horn, Series Editors 
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Energy Landscapes, 
Inherent Structures, 

and Condensed-Matter 
Phenomena

Frank H. Stillinger

This book presents an authoritative and in-depth 
treatment of potential energy landscape theory, a 
powerful analytical approach to describing the atomic 
and molecular interactions in condensed-matter 
phenomena. Drawing on the latest developments in 
the computational modeling of many-body systems, 
Frank Stillinger applies this approach to a diverse 
range of substances and systems, including crystals, 
liquids, glasses and other amorphous solids, poly-
mers, and solvent-suspended biomolecules.

Stillinger focuses on the topography of the mul-
tidimensional potential energy hypersurface created 
when a large number of atoms or molecules simulta-
neously interact with one another. He explains how the 
complex landscape topography separates uniquely into 
individual “basins,” each containing a local potential 
energy minimum or “inherent structure,” and he 
shows how to identify interbasin transition states—
saddle points—that reside in shared basin boundar-
ies. Stillinger describes how inherent structures and 
their basins can be classified and enumerated by 
depth, curvatures, and other attributes, and how those 
enumerations lead logically from vastly complicated 
multidimensional landscapes to properties observed 
in the real three-dimensional world.

Essential for practitioners and students across a 
variety of fields, the book illustrates how this approach 
applies equally to systems whose nuclear motions 
are intrinsically quantum mechanical or classical, and 
provides novel strategies for numerical simulation 
computations directed toward diverse condensed-
matter systems.

Frank H. Stillinger is senior scientist in the Depart-
ment of Chemistry at Princeton University. He is a 
member of the National Academy of Sciences.
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“This book covers the basics of Python pro-

gramming language, with an emphasis on 

physical modeling. It provides a very useful 

introduction to Python for undergraduate 

students and others who have never pro-

grammed before.”

—Zeljko Ivezic, University of Washington

“This is an excellent introductory text, 

aimed at those with little to no experience in 

programming. In a clear and concise man-

ner, the authors cover or touch upon all the 

important aspects of computational science 

in Python. They guide readers by explaining 

how to best perform certain common tasks 

in scientific computing. The book’s exam-

ples and user exercises are well selected.”

—Quentin Caudron, Princeton University

A TUTORIAL ON THE BASICS OF THE  
PYTHON PROGRAMMING LANGUAGE  

FOR SCIENCE STUDENTS

A Student’s Guide  
to Python for 

Physical Modeling

Jesse M. Kinder & Philip Nelson

Python is a computer programming language that is rapidly 
gaining popularity throughout the sciences. A Student’s Guide 
to Python for Physical Modeling aims to help you, the student, 
teach yourself enough of the Python programming language 
to get started with physical modeling. You will learn how to 
install an open-source Python programming environment and 
use it to accomplish many common scientific computing tasks: 
importing, exporting, and visualizing data; numerical analysis; 
and simulation. No prior programming experience is assumed.

This tutorial focuses on fundamentals and introduces  
a wide range of useful techniques, including:

u   Basic Python programming and scripting
u   Numerical arrays
u   Two- and three-dimensional graphics
u   Monte Carlo simulations
u   Numerical methods, including solving ordinary  

differential equations
u   Image processing
u   Animation

Numerous code samples and exercises—with solutions—
illustrate new ideas as they are introduced. A website that 
accompanies this guide provides additional resources, including 
data sets and sample code.

Jesse M. Kinder earned his PhD in physics and astronomy 
at the University of Pennsylvania, completed a postdoctoral 
fellowship in quantum chemistry at Cornell University, and 
taught physics at Case Western Reserve University. He cur-
rently works as a consultant in Rio Rancho, New Mexico.  
Philip Nelson is professor of physics at the University of Penn-
sylvania. He is the author of Biological Physics and Physical 
Models of Living Systems.
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“How Do You Find an Exoplanet? is well 

focused on the fundamentals and acces-

sible to a wide range of readers. Johnson is 

highly respected in the exoplanet commu-

nity, and here he has emphasized what’s 

important, while minimizing or explaining 

jargon. I know of no serious competitors to 

this book.”

—Eric B. Ford, Pennsylvania State University

“How Do You Find an Exoplanet? presents an 

engaging overview of modern exoplanetary 

detection techniques. John Johnson brings 

a firsthand narrative to this remarkable 

scientific detective story, while explaining the 

technical fine points at an accessible level.”

—Greg Laughlin, University of California, 

Santa Cruz

AN AUTHORITATIVE PRIMER ON THE  
CUTTING-EDGE SCIENCE OF PLANET HUNTING How Do You Find  

an Exoplanet?

John Asher Johnson

Alien worlds have long been a staple of science fiction. But 
today, thanks to modern astronomical instrumentation and 
the achievements of many enterprising observational astrono-
mers, the existence of planets outside our solar system—also 
known as exoplanets—has moved into the realm of science 
fact. With planet hunters finding ever smaller, more Earth-like 
worlds, our understanding of the cosmos is forever changed, 
yet the question of how astronomers make these discoveries 
often goes unanswered.

How Do You Find an Exoplanet? is an authoritative primer 
on the four key techniques that today’s planet hunters use to 
detect the feeble signals of planets orbiting distant stars. John 
Johnson provides you with an insider’s perspective on this ex-
citing cutting-edge science, showing how astronomers detect 
the wobble of stars caused by the gravitational tug of an orbit-
ing planet, the slight diminution of light caused by a planet 
eclipsing its star, and the bending of space-time by stars and 
their planets, and how astronomers even directly take pictures 
of planets next to their bright central stars.

Accessible to anyone with a basic foundation in college-
level physics, How Do You Find an Exoplanet? sheds new light 
on the prospect of finding life outside our solar system, how 
surprising new observations suggest that we may not fully 
understand how planets form, and much more.

John Asher Johnson is professor of astronomy at Harvard 
University.
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Mathematical 
Knowledge and the 

Interplay of Practices

José Ferreirós

This book presents a new approach to the epistemol-
ogy of mathematics by viewing mathematics as a 
human activity whose knowledge is intimately linked 
with practice. Charting an exciting new direction in the 
philosophy of mathematics, José Ferreirós uses the cru-
cial idea of a continuum to provide an account of the 
development of mathematical knowledge that reflects 
the actual experience of doing math and makes sense 
of the perceived objectivity of mathematical results.

Describing a historically oriented, agent-based 
philosophy of mathematics, Ferreirós shows how the 
mathematical tradition evolved from Euclidean geom-
etry to the real numbers and set-theoretic structures. 
He argues for the need to take into account a whole 
web of mathematical and other practices that are 
learned and linked by agents, and whose interplay acts 
as a constraint. Ferreirós demonstrates how advanced 
mathematics, far from being a priori, is based on 
hypotheses, in contrast to elementary math, which 
has strong cognitive and practical roots and therefore 
enjoys certainty.

Offering a wealth of philosophical and historical 
insights, Mathematical Knowledge and the Interplay of 
Practices challenges us to rethink some of our most 
basic assumptions about mathematics, its objectivity, 
and its relationship to culture and science.

José Ferreirós is professor of logic and philosophy of 
science at the University of Seville in Spain. He is the 
author of Labyrinth of Thought: A History of Set Theory 
and Its Role in Modern Mathematics and the coeditor 
of The Architecture of Modern Mathematics: Essays in 
History and Philosophy.
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The Mathematics 
of Various 

Entertaining Subjects
Research in Recreational Math

Edited by Jennifer Beineke & 
Jason Rosenhouse

The history of mathematics is filled with major 
breakthroughs resulting from solutions to recreational 
problems. Problems of interest to gamblers led to the 
modern theory of probability, for example, and surreal 
numbers were inspired by the game of Go. Yet even 
with such groundbreaking findings and a wealth of 
popular-level books exploring puzzles and brainteas-
ers, research in recreational mathematics has often 
been neglected. The Mathematics of Various Entertain-
ing Subjects brings together authors from a variety of 
specialties to present fascinating problems and solu-
tions in recreational mathematics.

Contributors to the book show how sophisticated 
mathematics can help you construct mazes that look 
like famous people, how the analysis of crossword 
puzzles has much in common with understanding 
epidemics, and how the theory of electrical circuits is 
useful in understanding the classic Towers of Hanoi 
puzzle. The card game SET is related to the theory of 
error-correcting codes, and simple tic-tac-toe takes 
on a new life when played on an affine plane. Inspi-
rations for the book’s wealth of problems include 
board games, card tricks, fake coins, flexagons, pencil 
puzzles, poker, and so much more.

The Mathematics of Various Entertaining Subjects 
is sure to entertain, challenge, and inspire academic 
mathematicians and avid math enthusiasts alike.

Jennifer Beineke is professor of mathematics at West-
ern New England University. Jason Rosenhouse is pro-
fessor of mathematics at James Madison University. 
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“Imhausen is one of the leading contem-

porary researchers in the mathematics of 

ancient Egypt and her book, which spans 

the whole of Egyptian mathematics from the 

early dynastic periods to the Greco-Roman 

era, will be the quintessential scholarly work 

in the field.”

—Amy Shell-Gellasch, Montgomery College

“A modern, up-to-date, unbiased discussion 

on ancient Egyptian mathematics, this book is 

an important contribution to the field. It rep-

resents the most recent and best-documented 

presentation of the subject.”

—Corinna Rossi, author of Architecture and 

Mathematics in Ancient Egypt

“Imhausen’s book is a superb introduction to 

the fascinating field of Egyptian mathemat-

ics. The work displays an impressive mastery 

of source material that straddles a range of 

languages and an enormous timespan, and 

is filled with impeccable scholarship that is 

superbly readable. It will become the stan-

dard reference for this topic.”

—Duncan J. Melville, St. Lawrence University

A SURVEY OF ANCIENT EGYPTIAN MATHEMATICS 
ACROSS THREE THOUSAND YEARS Mathematics in  

Ancient Egypt
A Contextual History

Annette Imhausen 

Mathematics in Ancient Egypt traces the development of Egyp-
tian mathematics, from the end of the fourth millennium BC—
and the earliest hints of writing and number notation—to the 
end of the pharaonic period in Greco-Roman times. Drawing 
from mathematical texts, architectural drawings, administrative 
documents, and other sources, Annette Imhausen surveys three 
thousand years of Egyptian history to present an integrated pic-
ture of theoretical mathematics in relation to the daily practices 
of Egyptian life and social structures.

Imhausen shows that from the earliest beginnings, 
pharaonic civilization used numerical techniques to efficiently 
control and use their material resources and labor. Even dur-
ing the Old Kingdom, a variety of metrological systems had 
already been devised. By the Middle Kingdom, procedures had 
been established to teach mathematical techniques to scribes 
in order to make them proficient administrators for their king. 
Imhausen looks at counterparts to the notation of zero, sug-
gests an explanation for the evolution of unit fractions, and 
analyzes concepts of arithmetic techniques. She draws con-
nections and comparisons to Mesopotamian mathematics, 
examines which individuals in Egyptian society held math-
ematical knowledge, and considers which scribes were trained 
in mathematical ideas and why. 

Of interest to historians of mathematics, mathemati-
cians, Egyptologists, and all those curious about Egyptian 
culture, Mathematics in Ancient Egypt sheds new light on a 
civilization’s unique mathematical evolution. 

Annette Imhausen is professor of the history of science at 
Goethe University, Frankfurt. She is the author of Egyptian 
Algorithms.
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Descent in Buildings

Bernhard Mühlherr,  
Holger P. Petersson &  

Richard M. Weiss

Descent in Buildings begins with the resolution of 
a major open question about the local structure of 
Bruhat-Tits buildings. The authors then put their alge-
braic solution into a geometric context by developing 
a general fixed point theory for groups acting on build-
ings of arbitrary type, giving necessary and sufficient 
conditions for the residues fixed by a group to form a 
kind of subbuilding or “form” of the original building. 
At the center of this theory is the notion of a Tits index, 
a combinatorial version of the notion of an index in the 
relative theory of algebraic groups. These results are 
combined at the end to show that every exceptional 
Bruhat-Tits building arises as a form of a “residually 
pseudo-split” Bruhat-Tits building. The book con-
cludes with a display of the Tits indices associated with 
each of these exceptional forms.

This is the third and final volume of a trilogy that 
began with Richard Weiss’ The Structure of Spherical 
Buildings and The Structure of Affine Buildings.

Bernhard Mühlherr is professor of mathematics at the 
University of Giessen in Germany. Holger P. Petersson 
is professor emeritus of mathematics at the University 
of Hagen in Germany. Richard M. Weiss is the William 
Walker Professor of Mathematics at Tufts University. 
He is the author of The Structure of Spherical Build-
ings, Quadrangular Algebras and The Structure of Affine 
Buildings (all Princeton) and the coauthor with Jacques 
Tits of Moufang Polygons.
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Classification of 
Pseudo-reductive 

Groups

Brian Conrad & Gopal Prasad

In the earlier monograph Pseudo-reductive Groups, 
Brian Conrad, Ofer Gabber, and Gopal Prasad explored 
the general structure of pseudo-reductive groups. 
In this new book, Classification of Pseudo-reductive 
Groups, Conrad and Prasad go further to study the 
classification over an arbitrary field. An isomorphism 
theorem proved here determines the automorphism 
schemes of these groups. The book also gives a 
Tits-Witt type classification of isotropic groups and 
displays a cohomological obstruction to the existence 
of pseudo-split forms. Constructions based on regular 
degenerate quadratic forms and new techniques with 
central extensions provide insight into new phenom-
ena in characteristic 2, which also leads to simplifi-
cations of the earlier work. A generalized standard 
construction is shown to account for all possibilities 
up to mild central extensions.

The results and methods developed in Classifica-
tion of Pseudo-reductive Groups will interest mathema-
ticians and graduate students who work with algebraic 
groups in number theory and algebraic geometry in 
positive characteristic. 

Brian Conrad is professor of mathematics at Stanford 
University. Gopal Prasad is the Raoul Bott Professor of 
Mathematics at the University of Michigan.
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u   An exciting new free, open- 
access website that puts The Collected 
Papers of Albert Einstein online for the 
very first time

u   Now available with the complete 
contents of Volumes 1–13 of The 
Collected Papers

u   Includes scientific writings and 
correspondence, nonscientific writings, 
family letters, notebooks, lectures, and 
travel diaries

u   Features advanced search technology 
and easy navigation

u    Contains links to the Einstein Archives 
Online—www.alberteinstein.info

u   Built on an innovative digital publishing 
platform from Tizra, ensuring long-term 
reliability and up-to-date technology

The Digital Einstein Papers is an exciting new free, open-access 
website that puts The Collected Papers of Albert Einstein online 
for the very first time, bringing the writings of the twentieth 
century’s most influential scientist to a wider audience than 
ever before. This unique, authoritative resource provides full 
public access to the complete transcribed, annotated, and 
translated contents of each print volume of The Collected 
Papers. The volumes are published by Princeton University 
Press, sponsored by the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and 
supported by the California Institute of Technology. The web-
site—einsteinpapers.press.princeton.edu—currently contains 
the contents of Volumes 1–13 of The Collected Papers, covering 
the first forty-four years of Einstein’s life, up to and including the 
award of the Nobel Prize in physics and his long voyage to the 
Far East. The contents of each new volume will be added to the 
website approximately eighteen months after print publication. 
Eventually, the website will provide access to all of Einstein’s 
writings and correspondence accompanied by scholarly annota-
tion and apparatus, which are expected to fill thirty volumes. 

The Digital Einstein Papers features advanced search tech-
nology and allows users to easily navigate between the original 
languages in which the texts were written and their English 
translation, and to access extensive explanatory footnotes and 
introductory essays. The website also contains links to the Ein-
stein Archives Online, where there are thousands of high-quality 
digital images of Einstein’s writings.

EINSTEINPAPERS.PRESS.PRINCETON.EDU
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 Scholarly publishers face an existential question: Why, in article-
driven fi elds such as economics and the sciences, are books 
needed? The fall 2015 Princeton University Press catalog shouts 
the answer, in the form of a splendid array of books that will be 
indispensable to the public conversation on the economy and 
dozens of other important subjects.

Nobel laureates George Akerlof and Robert Shiller open the of-
ferings with Phishing for Phools: The Economics of Manipulation 
and Deception, in which they argue that the free market inevita-
bly hurts as well as helps us. Robert Gordon’s eagerly anticipated 
The Rise and Fall of American Growth warns that the high U.S. 
standard of living may not last, and Adair Turner traces the roots 
of the global fi nancial crisis in Between Debt and the Devil. And 
the economic discussion isn’t limited to economists. In his book 
On Inequality, philosopher Harry Frankfurt—the author of our 
#1 New York Times bestseller On Bullshit—shifts our attention 
from the rich to the plight of the poor. 

Moving on from economics and inequality, we present a striking 
range of other remarkable works, including celebrated food sci-
entist Louise Fresco’s Hamburgers in Paradise: The Stories behind 
the Food We Eat; distinguished historian Thomas Laqueur’s The 
Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal Remains; eminent 
architectural historian Neil Levine’s The Urbanism of Frank 
Lloyd Wright; and the inventively cross-disciplinary scholar Lynn 
Gamwell’s Mathematics and Art: A Cultural History.

As always, science plays a central role on the Princeton list, and 
we have especially strong entries this season in physics, includ-
ing The Quotable Feynman (edited by Richard P. Feynman’s 
daughter, Michelle) and J. Richard Gott’s The Cosmic Web: Myste-
rious Architecture of the Universe.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the dedica-
tion of our authors, staff , partners, advisers, editorial board, and 
trustees. A hearty thanks to them all.

Peter J. Dougherty, Director

A Letter from the Director

This catalog is also available from Edelweiss. 
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Front cover illustration © Edward Koren from 
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for Phools (see opposite page). Cover design by
Jason Alejandro.
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